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[57] . ABSTRACT 

A knockdown reel comprising a tubular hub and hav 
ing a pair of similar end flanges disconnectably at 
tached to opposite ends of the hub by latching means 
capable of being released in order to separate the end 
flanges from the hub and thereby minimize the space 
consumed by said components in packaging, shipping 
and storing reels of this type. Actuation of the latching 
means is possible either manually or by relatively sim 
ple tools. The hub also may be made of a plurality of 
separable parts to further facilitate compactly arrang 
ing the components for the purposes described. - 

8 Claims, 12 Drawing Figures 
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thereby permit separation of said end flange members 
from said hub member. - 

6. The reel according to claim 5 in which the depth 
of said shallow sockets between the outer surface of 
said end flange members and the inner surfaces of said 
bottom walls of said sockets is substantially equal to 
length of said locking abutments of said latch members 
and said abutments project radially outward beyond 
the outer surface of said hub members. 

7. The reel according to claim 5 in which said hub 
member has seat means formed therein at least adja 
cent opposite ends thereof and said latch members 
comprising spring metal inserts fastened to said hub 
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10 
member and having locking abutments formed on one 
end thereof. - - 

8. The reel according to claim 7 in which said seat 
means comprise grooves extending axially along the 
inner surface of said tubular hub member at circumfer 
entially spaced locations and said latch members com 
prise spring metal strips extending longitudinally within 
said grooves and the ends of said strips being bent re 
versely upon the outer surface of said hub member at 
an acute angle to the outer surface thereof to constitute 
the locking abutments for said hub member. 
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