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To all whom it may concern: ? 
Be it known that I, JAMES R. HEATH, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Newark, in the county of Essex and State 
of New Jersey, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Pocket-Knives, 
of which the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

pocket knives, and it consists in the novel 
features hereinafter described, and particu 
larly pointed out in the claims. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

strong durable pocket knife, preferably of the 
style usually termed jack-knives, which in 
addition to possessing a large blade and a 
smaller blade is also, without the addition of 
any extra or separate tool, capable of use in 
lifting or removing sealing - caps of the 
“crown” order from bottles, the knife of my 
invention being thus without having an in 
creased number of blades or separate parts, 
of increased usefulness. 

In carrying out my invention I make no 
change in the construction of the knife with 
the exception that I increase the length of 
the tang of one of the blades and suitably 
conform the inner edge of said tang to con 
stitute a cap-lifter, said blade when opened 
thus as an individual tool serving all of its 
usual purposes and in addition being capable 
of effectually performing the duties of a cap 
lifter. My invention does not therefore re 
sult in an increase in the number of parts in 
the knife nor materially increase its cost of 
manufacture, nor deprive the knife of a blade 
or the space for a blade, but provides a knife 
of desirable character possessing all its usual 
features and in addition a capability Or Ulse 
fulness not possessed by any other knife 
known to me without the presence therein 
of a separate tool which adds to the expense 
of the knife and robs it of a blade or the 
space for a blade. 
The invention will be fully understood 

from the detailed description hereinafter 
presented, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a jack-knife 
embodying my invention, the smaller blade 
being shown as entirely opened and the large 
blade as partly opened; Fig. 2 is an edge 
view of the same, with the larger blade 
shown as closed; and Fig. 3 is a side eleva 
tion illustrating the knife as used in the 
operation of lifting a crown cap from a bottle. 

In the drawings I illustrate a durable 

form of jack-knife, 10 denoting the handle 
thereof, i1 the large blade and 12 the smaller 
blade. The knife shown, with the exception 
of the blade 12, is of customary construction, 
and the blade 12 differs from the blade 11 
and from all other knife blades known to me 
in that its tang 13 is of increased length and 
recessed at its front edge, as at 14, to pass 
over and receive the edge portion of a bottle 
cap 15 and afford a claw 16 to engage the 
lower edge of the cap and a bearing 17 to 
press against the top of the cap. The blade 
12 outwardly beyond the recess 14 and bear 
ing 17, is of adequate length and formed with 
a cutting edge 18. The bearing 17 is prefer 
ably formed with a roughened or milled sur 
face so as to increase the firmness of its en 
gagement with the cap and retard any tend 
ency of said bearing to slip thereon when 
the device is not carefully applied to the cap. 

It will be observed that in carrying out my 
invention I have preserved the customary 
durable form and construction of the jack 
knife, but have increased its usefulness in 
that I have provided the tang 13 of the blade 
12 with adequate means for removing bottle 
caps. The cap lifting feature of the knife is, 
in accordance with my invention, of great 
strength in that the tang 13 embracing it is 
of considerable depth throughout. The 
presence of the cap lifting feature in the tang 
of the blade does not interfere with the 
proper use of the cutting edge 18 for all the 
purposes for which ordinary knife blades are 
used, and in the present instance said cutting 
edge being on the same part with the cap 
lifter, frequently becomes very convenient, 
since upon the opening of the one blade, the 
user has presented for his purposes both a 
cutting edge of adequate character and the 
cap lifter. I deem it of considerable im 
portance that the cap lifter is provided on 
the tang of the blade, since by reason thereof 
it does not rob the knife of a blade nor occupy 
the space which is ordinarily occupied by a 
blade. 
My invention results in an increase in the 

usefulness of the pocket-knife without ma 
terially adding to its expense and without 
increasing its number of separate parts or 
depriving it of any feature heretofore deemed 
desirable in pocket knives. 
What I claim as my invention and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is: 
1. A pocket knife having a blade 12 whose 

tang 13 is of greater length than usual and 
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formed on its front edge with a recess 14 hav- | acter for a pocket knife and having its cut 
ing at its inner end a claw 16 and at its outer ting edge 18 set outwardly from the point of 
end a projection affording a bearing 17, the 
blade beyond the tang being of usual char 
acter for a pocket knife and having its cut 
ting edge 18 set outwardly from the point of 
the bearing 17 so as to clear the surface of a 
bottle cap when the tang is employed as a 
cap lifter; substantially as set forth. 

2. A pocket knife having a blade 12 whose 
tang 13 is of greater length than usual and 
formed on its front edge with a recess 14 hav- | 
ing at its inner end a claw 16 and at its outer 
end a projection affording a bearing 17, the 
blade beyond the tang being of usual char 

the bearing 17 so as to clear the surface of a 
bottle cap when the tang is employed as a 
cap lifter, and said bearing having a rough 
ened surface to engage the top of a bottle 
cap: substantially as set forth. - 

Signed at New York city, in the county of 
New York, and State of New York, this 5th 
day of October A. D. 1908. 

JAMES R. HEATH. 
Witnesses: 

ARTHUR MARION, 
CHAs. C. GILL. 
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