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holes 8 and 9 into the life boats 4 on the 
sides of the submarine and pull the manhole 
covers 10 and 11 tight against the flange 
13. By means of the handle 20 the covers 
are further fastened by the conventional bolt 
means 21. The covers 17 are next closed and 
the closure is made water tight by means of 
the bolt members 22 passing into the circular 
member 16. The life boat is next released 
from the submarine by disengaging the boat 
means 23 which hold the life boat fast to 
the anchoring plate 14. In case the disen 
gagement of these bolt means are not suffi 
cient to set the life boat adrift, the handle 
25 on the manhole covers 17, and which is 
provided with a threaded shank portion, may 
be turned and by abutment against the han 
dle 20 will effect the disengagement of the 
life boats 4 from the submarine shell. By 
reason of the keel portion 5 the life boat 
rises to the top in the same position as shown 
in Figure 1. 

It will be seen from the above description 
that the life saving device which I here pro 
pose does not necessitate the use of divers 
nor does it necessitate any undersea appa 
ratus. Furthermore, the escape from the 
submarine may be maneuvered entirely by 
the members of the crew seeking escape. Nor 
does the proposed device interfere with the 
speed, mobility, or other fighting qualities 
of the underseas craft. 
The safety device here proposed will work 

in any depth of water and unlike most of 
the safety devices, which have heretofore 
been suggested, the auxiliary life boat to be 
used does not subject the escaping crew to ex 
cessive pressures in making their way to the 
surface. 
All that has been said above in the de 

Scription of my preferred embodiment is 
offered by way of illustration and not lim 
itation. I do not wish to be limited to the 
exact structure of the preferred embodiment 
shown and described, or to any particular 
material used in the construction of parts, 
or to the design of parts, but desire protec 
tion as against any variations in structure 
or substitution of equivalents which utilize 
the principle of my invention and fall with 
in the purview of my invention and are with 
in the spirit and scope of the following claim. 
The invention having been set forth, what 

is claimed as new and useful is: 
A life saving device for submarine vessels 

or the like, said submarine vessel being pro 
vided with substantially concave compart 
ments in the sides thereof, said life saving de 
vice comprising a boat like means having a 
hatch portion and a keel portion and being 
Secured to said submarine within said con 
cave compartments, an anchoring plate at the 
rear of said concave compartments to which 
said boat like means is secured, manhole 
means in said concave compartments and cor 
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responding manhole means on the inner side 
of the boat like structure whereby the inte 
rior is made accessible to the crew within 
the submarine, the manhole means in the 
submarine being provided with a cover hav 
ing a rabbeted edge to secure a tight closure, 
said cover having a handle portion with a 
flat knob, the manhole means on the boat like 
structure having a manhole cover adapted to 
fit tightly and having a handle portion 
threaded in said manhole cover which is 
capable of moving against the knob of the 
handle of the manhole cover within the sub 
marine whereby the boat like structure is dis 
engaged from the submarine. 
Signed at White Plains, Westchester Co., 

N. Y., June 14, 1928. - 
- JOSEPH. C. BECHARD. 
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