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BITLESS BRIDLE FOR GOVERNING 
HORSES AND OTHER ANIMALS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The invention relates to a device for restraining and 

controlling horses and other animals, at rest and at exercise. 
More particularly, the present invention is directed to a 
bitless bridle Which enables a horse or other animal to be 
controlled during both riding and driving Without causing 
harm or discomfort to the horse or other animal. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Bridles for the humane restraint and control of horses and 

other animals generally comprise a head gear consisting of 
a headstall adapted to be strapped to the horse’s head, a 
mouthpiece or bit connected to the headstall, and a pair of 
reins connected at opposite ends of the bit. At exercise, 
Whether ridden or driven, by applying pressure on one rein, 
the rider can pull one end of the bit backWard into the horse’s 
mouth and against the tongue, gums and lips, thereby 
causing the horse to turn in the direction of the pull in an 
effort to lessen the discomfort from the bit bearing on the 
tender tissue of the mouth. By applying pressure on both 
reins, the rider can pull the bit backWard into the horse’s 
mouth and against the soft tissues of both sides of the mouth, 
With the expectation that the horse Will sloW or stop in order 
to minimiZe its discomfort. 

Such bitted bridles, hoWever, are uncertain in their action 
because they initiate an adversarial relationship betWeen the 
horse and rider. For example, the bit causes pain and other 
reactions that are not consistent With the physiology of 
exercise. Governance is predicated primarily upon the appli 
cation of pain to induce submission. Because the bit is a 
foreign object placed inside the mouth of the horse, many 
horses react negatively to such a device. Instead of stopping, 
for example, they sometimes respond to pain by running 
aWay or bolting. Furthermore, many horses cheW the bit, 
have sore mouths as a result of the bit being placed in their 
mouth, balk at the bit, salivate excessively or misbehave 
during the process of being bridled and rear their heads so 
that the bit cannot easily be placed in their mouths in the ?rst 
instance. Moreover, it is also knoWn that a bit in the horse’s 
mouth often leads to cutting of the tongue, dental pain and 
severe bruising of the gums and underlying bone. Finally, all 
bits are counter-productive and contraindicated as, apart 
from pain, they trigger a cascade of pathophysiological 
effects that are incompatible With athletic performance. 
Therefore, bitted bridles are harmful to the horse since 
control is dependent on painful pressure on the acutely 
sensitive tissue of the mouth and they stimulate other effects 
that are inconsistent With the physiological needs of an 
exercising animal. 

Various bitless bridles have been developed to maximiZe 
control yet minimiZe discomfort to the horse. One form of 
bitless bridle, the mechanical Hackamore bridle, utiliZes 
rigid side pieces such that the application of pressure to the 
reins results in a pivoting or leverage action. Such bridles, 
hoWever, are disadvantageous in that they apply severe 
pressure to the bridge of the nose and the chin and thus, 
braking control of the horse is predicated once again on pain 
and, as With the bit, upon obstructing the airWay by bringing 
about extreme poll ?exion. Furthermore, the mechanical 
Hackamore and other variations on this concept provide 
inadequate steering. Finally, none of the previously available 
bitless bridles, including all hackamores, sidepulls and Bos 
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2 
als are universally applicable to all types of horses or 
suitable for all types of equestrian sport or activity. 
WO 99/62331 to Curran discloses a device for attachment 

to the head of a horse and includes a pair of straps that 
extend from opposite ends of a headband that passes across 
the back of the head and behind the ears of the horse. The 
device, hoWever, fails to include a mechanism for reliably 
maintaining the position of the headband on the back of the 
head and behind the ears of the horse. 

US. Pat. No. 5,660,031 to Clark discloses an apparatus 
for the ground training of an animal, comprised of an 
elongated main cord With an enlarged member connected to 
each end thereof. Apair of pressure beads are connected to 
the cord proximal to and spaced equidistant from a median 
point on the cord. Apair of pressure beads slide on the cord 
on opposing sides of the median point. Apair of attachment 
members each have a loop portion threaded to the cord With 
hook members projecting from the loops. The main cord is 
placed over the horse’s poll With the pressure beads located 
directly behind the horse’s ears and the median point of the 
cord centered betWeen the horse’s ears. The attachment 
members are connected to cheek rings on a standard stable 
halter such that the enlarged members of the cord hang 
beloW the cheek rings of the halter. The trainer applies 
pressure to the beads by pulling doWn on the pull cord, 
maintaining the pressure on the cord until the horse yields 
and loWers its head. As previously mentioned, this apparatus 
is designed as an aid to the restraint of an animal When 
standing in the stable, rather than as a method of control for 
the animal at exercise, and thus, does not function as a 
bridle. 

US. Pat. No. 4,472,925 to Woodruff also discloses a 
halter for the ground training of animals. The halter com 
prises tWo loops Which contract around the nose and poll in 
response to force applied to the lead shank. The loop over 
the poll is provided With ?ve, ?xed, metal protuberances 
located at regular intervals to press upon the poll of the 
animal. When pressure is applied to the lead shank the 
protuberances press against the tissues of the a poll in order 
to control its behavior. This device, hoWever, is a halter, and 
thus, cannot be used for riding because it does not provide 
control at exercise. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an objective of the present invention to 
overcome the aforementioned disadvantages in the related 
art in providing a more humane, reliable, and effective Way 
of gaining governance over a horse or like animal at rest or 
at exercise. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
bridle Which applies painless pressure to the head of the 
horse or like animal to govern the horse or like animal at rest 
or at exercise. 

These and other objects may be achieved in an exemplary 
embodiment in accordance With the present invention using 
a bitless bridle including a harness assembly for attachment 
to a head of the animal, and a mechanism for applying direct 
pressure to regions of special acuity located at a poll area 
and behind the ears of the animal. The harness assembly 
comprises an elongated cord including a croWn piece and a 
pair of cheekstraps extending from the croWn piece along 
the head of the animal. A nose band and chin strap are 
suspended from the pair of cheekstraps so as to encircle the 
nose and chin of the animal. The mechanism for applying 
direct pressure includes a centerpiece Which extends over 
the regions of special acuity folloWing the longitudinal axis 
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of the head, and a pair of crossover straps connected to the 
centerpiece so as to cross under the chin of the animal and 
terminating in rings for the attachment of a pair of reins. 
Unlike conventional bridles, the centerpiece and the croWn 
piece are not united, but both are prevented from sliding 
back on the nape of the neck of the animal during exercise 
by a broW band. The broW band is provided on each end With 
metal clasps to constrict the broW band betWeen the center 
piece and the croWn piece. Accordingly, such a design 
prevents the broW band from falling doWn from its recom 
mended position beloW the base of the ear When the horse is 
ridden. 

The fact that centerpiece is separate from, and thus, not 
attached to the croWn piece is advantageous over conven 
tional bridles and halters since the centerpiece, being a 
continuation of the reins, is capable of transmitting direct 
pressure to the poll area of the animal. A second advantage 
of a separate centerpiece is that the Width of the centerpiece 
is preferably one-half of the Width of a croWn piece in a 
conventional bridle, and thus, the pressure transmitted to the 
poll area is greater. A third advantage is that the pressure 
transmitted by the centerpiece to the regions of special 
acuity at the poll area is not dampened by unnecessary 
?xation. A fourth advantage is that the option of providing 
a plurality of studs on the centerpiece enables horsemen to 
?ne tune the bridle for those horses that require more 
pronounced pressure. 

The mechanism for applying direct pressure is placed in 
sliding engagement With respect to the harness assembly to 
transmit the pressure to the regions of special acuity When 
rearWard tension is applied to at least one of a pair of reins. 
Preferably, the centerpiece is provided With a plurality of 
studs or protuberances mounted on the inner surface thereof 
so as to contact the regions of special acuity of the animal. 
The plurality of studs is advantageous since it enables 
pressure to be applied to the poll of the horse or like animal 
sufficient to enhance control of the horse during activities 
such as riding or driving Without causing harm or discomfort 
to the horse. Because the conformation and temperament of 
every horse is different, the siZe of studs may be variable and 
the position of the studs on the centerpiece may be adjust 
able to provide for a customiZed ?t in order that they 
coincide With the regions of special acuity at the poll and 
behind the ear. 

Stimulation of the regions of special acuity is part of the 
mechanism upon Which the “braking” effectiveness of the 
bitless bridle relies. In addition, pressure in these regions 
stimulates proprioceptive, (i.e., balancing) re?exes, Which 
adds to the peculiar effectiveness of the bitless bridle in 
communicating the user’s desire to sloW or stop. The present 
invention provides an advantage over conventional bridles 
since the bridle permits the user to apply gentle, Well 
distributed, and painless pressure to either one or both halves 
of the head. The horse or like animal may be steered by 
applying rearWard tension on at least one of the reins Which 
applies pressure to the opposite half of the head. The horse 
or like animal may be sloWed or stopped by alternate 
pressure on both reins, Which applies pressure in the form of 
a benevolent embrace of the Whole of the head. 

Unlike conventional bitless bridles in Which primary 
control is based upon focused pressure on the nose and chin, 
and poll pressure is either secondary or absent altogether, the 
bitless bridle in accordance With the present invention 
applies Well-distributed pressure on the entire head includ 
ing regions of special acuity at the poll and behind each ear. 
Because control of the horse at exercise is bitless, and 
therefore non-invasive, painless and physiological, the bit 
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4 
less bridle in accordance With the present invention repre 
sents a device Whereby the Welfare of the horse and its 
athletic performance is enhanced. The bitless bridle is multi 
functional and universal in its application because, unlike 
other bridles and halters, it can be used for all equine 
activities. For example, it can be used for all forms of riding, 
for driving, for leading a horse from the ground, for tying a 
horse, or for schooling a horse by longeing or long reining. 
The bitless bridle can be safely applied to every type of 
horse from Thoroughbreds to Clydesdales and for every 
activity from racing to riding-for-the-handicapped. 

Other aspects, properties, features and advantages of this 
invention folloW from an explanation of the preferred 
embodiments shoWn in the draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1(a) shoWs a caudo-lateral vieW of a horse ?tted With 
a bitless bridle in accordance With the present invention; 

FIG. 1(b) shoWs a ventral vieW of a horse ?tted With the 
elongated longitudinal loop portion of a bitless bridle in 
accordance With the present invention, comprising 
centerpiece, crossover straps and reins; 

FIG. 2(a) shoWs a centerpiece, a croWn piece and a broW 
band of the bitless bridle in accordance With the present 
invention; 

FIG. 2(b) shoWs a transverse section of a horse’s head at 
the level of the centerpiece; 

FIG. 2(c) shoWs a side vieW of the centerpiece With an 
indication of the various siZes and shapes of studs that may 
be used; 

FIG. 2(LD is similar to FIG. 2(b) but shoWs a separate, 
detachable sleeve having the studs/protuberances; 

FIGS. 3(a)—(c) shoWs perspective vieWs of the broW band 
and Wire loop of the bitless bridle in accordance With the 
present invention; 

FIG. 4 shoWs a caudal vieW of the left cheek piece and 
noseband of the bitless bridle in accordance With the present 
invention; 

FIG. 5 shoWs the left side of the harness of the bitless 
bridle in accordance With the present invention, con?gured 
for ?tting a “dummy” bit; 

FIG. 6 shoWs a side vieW of the bitless bridle in accor 
dance With the present invention con?gured for using a bit 
in conjunction With bitless control; 

FIG. 7 shoWs a perspective vieW of the crossover straps, 
centerpiece and chin strap, in a manner in Which the bridle 
can be converted into a lead-halter; and 

FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW of the cross-over straps, 
centerpiece and chin strap in a manner in Which the bridle 
can be converted into a stable halter for the purpose of tying 
up a horse. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring noW to the draWings, Where FIG. 1(a) shoWs a 
bitless bridle including a harness assembly for attachment to 
the head of an animal and means for applying direct pressure 
to regions of special acuity (reference points A—C in FIGS. 
1(b) and 2(b)) located at a poll area and behind the ears of 
the animal. The harness assembly comprises an elongated 
strap preferably composed of leather and including a croWn 
piece 8 and a pair of cheek straps 6, 7 extending doWnWard 
from the croWn piece along the side of the head of the 
animal. A nose band 4 and chin strap 5 are suspended from 
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the pair of cheek straps 6, 7 so as to encircle the nose and 
chin of the animal. A pair of rings 2, 3 are anchored to the 
nose band 4 and chin strap 5 at a position essentially above 
the mouth of the animal. The means for applying direct 
pressure comprises an elongated strap preferably composed 
of leather and including a centerpiece 1 Which extends over 
the regions of special acuity of the animal, and a pair of 
crossover straps or pieces 9, 10 extending from the center 
piece 1 so as to cross under the chin of the animal and 
terminate in rings 16, 17 for attachment to a pair of reins 24, 
25. As shoWn in FIGS. 1(a) and 1(b), the pair of crossover 
straps 9, 10 extend doWn the side of the face of the animal 
and continue under the chin and through the guide rings 2, 
3 so as to cross under the chin of the animal. The crossover 
straps 9, 10 terminate in rings 16, 17 that are connected to 
the pair of reins 24, 25. In order to provide custom ?tting, 
the lengths of the crossover straps 9, 10 can be adjusted by 
using a pair of buckles 18, 19. Preferably, the position of the 
rings 16, 17 at the end of the crossover pieces 9, 10 is 
approximately three to seven inches (~3—7 in.) beloW the 
guide rings 2, 3. 

The nose band 4 is attached on separate ends to the guide 
rings 2, 3 located at an area essentially above the corner of 
the mouth so as to form a loop at both ends around the guide 
rings 2, 3, While the chin strap 5 is attached at each end to 
the rings 2, 3 in opposition to said noseband 4. As illustrated 
in FIG. 1(a) and FIG. 4, the cheek straps 6, 7 may be ?xedly 
attached to or simply looped around the noseband 4 by 
terminal loops 14, 15. The terminal loops 14, 15 may be 
adjusted via a pair of buckles 22, 23 to alloW for a bit to be 
added to the bitless bridle When competition regulations 
require the presence of a bit. The cheek straps 6, 7 are also 
adjustable via buckles 20, 21 so that the noseband 4 lies as 
loW doWn on the head of the animal as possible Without 
obstructing the airWay, to thereby alloW the bridle to be ?tted 
on horses or like animals of various siZes and breeds. For 
medium-siZed horses, this requires that the bottom edge of 
the noseband 4 rest approximately one and a half inches 
(~1.5 in) above the corner of the mouth. The chin strap 5 is 
cinched-up snugly, so that the noseband 4 does not ride up 
the head of the horse When rearWard tension is applied to one 
or both reins 24, 25. Accordingly, the correct functioning of 
the bitless bridle is dependent upon a nose band 4 that lies 
loW on the head and ?ts snugly around the nose of the 
animal. 
As illustrated in FIGS. 1(a) and 2(a), the centerpiece 1 

and the croWn piece 8 are not united, but both are prevented 
from sliding back on the nape of the neck of the animal 
during exercise by an elongated strap preferably composed 
of leather, serving as a broW band 11. As illustrated in FIG. 
3, the broW band 11 includes a retaining mechanism includ 
ing a ?rst pair of loops through Which the croWn piece 8 
extends for engaging in relative movement during adjust 
ment and a second pair of loops through Which the center 
piece 1 extends for engaging in essentially free longitudinal 
movement relative to the harness assembly and independent 
of the croWn piece 8 When rearWard tension is applied to at 
least one of the reins 24, 25. The restraining mechanism 
further includes clasps 12, 13, preferably composed of 
metal, Which are disposed betWeen the ?rst and second pairs 
of loops to constrict the broW band 11 betWeen the center 
piece 1 and the croWn piece 8. Such a design prevents the 
broW band 11 from falling doWn from its recommended 
position beloW the base of the ear When the horse is ridden, 
thus, maintaining the proper position of the broW band 11. 
The ability of the centerpiece 1 to move longitudinally 
independent of the croWn piece 8 When rearWard tension is 
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6 
applied to at least one of the reins 24, 25 is advantageous 
since such rearWard tension from at least one of the reins 24, 
25 provides direct movement of only the centerpiece 1 
relative to the croWn piece 8 so as to control the horse or 
animal. 

As illustrated in FIG. 2(a), a hole or aperture is provided 
at each end of the broW band 11 to receive a stud, if required. 
As shoWn in FIGS. 2(a) and 2(b), the centerpiece 1 is 
provided With a plurality of apertures designed to receive 
four studs mounted so as to project from the inner surface of 
the centerpiece 1 into the concavities on the head of the 
horse at the poll (for example, one stud shoWn at position C). 
The additional hole on the inside of the broW band loops 
provides for placement of a stud that Will press into a 
concavity behind each ear. Preferably, the studs are com 
posed of a rigid material such as steel or molded plastic and 
are designed to apply painless pressure on regions of special 
acuity at the poll and behind each ear of the animal. 
Stimulation by the studs of the regions of special acuity at 
the poll and behind each ear is part of the mechanism upon 
Which the “braking” effectiveness of the bitless bridle relies, 
probably invoking thereby both acupressure responses and 
also proprioceptive (i.e., balancing) re?exes. By Way of the 
crossover straps 9, 10, centerpiece 1 and studs, persuasive, 
but painless, pressure can be applied to either one or both 
sides of the horse’s head, from poll to chin, When rearWard 
tension is applied to at least one of the reins 24, 25. The same 
tension also applies pressure to the bridge of the nose as a 
result of pressure transmitted to the noseband 4 from the 
guide rings 2, 3. 
As shoWn in FIGS. 2(a) and 2(c), because the conforma 

tion and temperament of every horse is different, the exact 
location and siZe of the studs may be adjustable to provide 
for a customiZed ?t. As a result, the shape, siZe and location 
of the studs may be selected by a user to ?t their particular 
horse or animal. Consequently, When tension is applied to 
the reins 24, 25, the studs apply pressure to points of special 
acuity at the poll and behind the ears. Alternatively, instead 
of being placed directly on the centerpiece 1, the studs may 
be placed on a separate sleeve 40 for attachment to the 
centerpiece 1 as shoWn in FIG. 

To use the head harness as a bitless bridle for controlling 
a horse during activities such as riding or driving, the reins 
24, 25 are attached to the guide rings 16, 17 on the end of 
the crossover pieces 9, 10. Steering is provided by applying 
rearWard tension to one of the reins 24, 25 so as to produce 
pressure from the centerpiece 1 and/or protuberances to a 
region of special acuity of the head opposite to the rein 24, 
25 in Which tension is applied. This has 

For use of the head harness in its bridle mode in com 
petitive events for Which the presence of a bit is required by 
the current regulations, the cheek pieces or straps 6, 7 are 
designed so that a bit can be hung from the bridle in one of 
tWo Ways. As shoWn in FIG. 5, the bit may be suspended 
from the cheek pieces 6, 7 Without any contact With the 
crossover pieces 9, 10 and, therefore, Without any contact 
With the reins 24, 25. Alternatively, as shoWn in FIG. 6, the 
crossover pieces 9, 10 may be threaded through snaf?e rings 
31 of the bit before they pass through the guide rings 2, 3 on 
the noseband 4. This last arrangement alloWs for some 
pressure to be placed on the mouth but, compared With the 
amount applied in the traditional bitted bridle, the pressure 
is much reduced. 

FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate hoW the bitless bridle can be 
quickly and easily converted into a lead halter or a stable 
halter (head collar). Such versatility is particularly useful for 
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trail riders, Who, as a result of such a design can noW ride, 
lead or tie their horse With the same piece of equipment. As 
shoWn in FIG. 7, the tWo rings 16, 17 are united With snap 
mechanism 30 and, during a trail ride for example, the reins 
24, 25 are taken over the head of the horse and used as a lead 
shank. Alternatively, for in-hand leading at home, a standard 
lead shank can be attached to the noW united rings 16, 17. 
FIG. 8 illustrates hoW the conversion into a stable halter is 
accomplished using a scissor snap mechanism 31, making 
use of the crossover pieces 9, 10. The snap 31 unites the ring 
16 With the ring 3 and the ring 17 With the ring 2. Similarly, 
the bridle headstall also serves as the foundation for either 
a racing bridle having preferably one inch (1 in.) Width reins, 
or, an English or Western style bridle having preferably 
?ve-eighths inch (5/8 in.) reins. To use the head harness for 
longeing in the head-collar mode, the longe line is threaded 
through ring 3, from outside to inside, and attached to ring 
2. To use the head harness for long reining in the bridle 
mode, lines are attached to the rings 16, 17 in the normal 
fashion. 

I claim: 
1. Abitless bridle for controlling and restraining an animal 

through a pair of reins connectable thereto, said bitless bridle 
comprising: 

a harness assembly for attachment to the head of the 
animal and including a ?rst elongated strap extending 
over the poll area and behind the ears and doWnWard 
along the head of the animal; 

a second elongated strap for applying direct pressure to 
regions of special acuity located at a poll area and 
behind the ears of the animal, said second elongated 
strap extending parallel to but moving independent 
relative to said ?rst elongated strap to transmit pressure 
to the regions of special acuity When rearWard tension 
is applied to at least one of the pair of reins; 

a third elongated strap extending across the animal’s head 
in front of the ears of the animal for maintaining the 
position of said ?rst elongated strap and said second 
elongated strap; and 

a restraining mechanism ?xed relative to said harness 
assembly for preventing said third elongated strap from 
falling doWnWard from a position beloW the base of the 
ears of the animal, said restraining mechanism includ 
ing a ?rst pair of loops through Which said ?rst elon 
gated strap extends for engaging in relative movement 
during adjustment and a second pair of loops through 
Which said second elongated strap extends for engaging 
in essentially free longitudinal movement relative to 
said harness assembly and independent of said ?rst 
elongated strap When rearWard tension is applied to at 
least one of the reins. 

2. The bitless bridle according to claim 1, Wherein said 
second elongated strap includes a pair of crossover straps 
Which extend doWnWard from said second elongated strap so 
as to pass under the chin of the animal. 

3. The bitless bridle according to claim 2, further com 
prising a snap mechanism for attachment to said pair of 
crossover straps for converting said bitless bridle to a lead 
halter for leading the animal. 

4. The bitless bridle according to claim 3, Wherein said 
snap mechanism is attached to a respective one ring of said 
pair of crossover strap for converting said bitless bridle to a 
stable halter for tying the animal to a rigid structure. 

5. The bitless bridle according to claim 2, Wherein each 
crossover strap terminates in a connector mechanism for 
alloWing said pair of crossover straps to be attached to the 
pair of reins. 
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6. The bitless bridle according to claim 5, Wherein each 

said connector mechanism comprises a circular ring ele 
ment. 

7. The bitless bridle according to claim 6, further com 
prising a pair of sliding connectors ?xedly attached to said 
harness assembly for creating a sliding connection for said 
crossover straps on the opposite sides of the animal’s head 
adjacent to the mouth of the animal. 

8. The bitless bridle according to claim 7, Wherein said 
circular ring element extends beyond the sliding connectors 
by an amount suf?cient to position said circular ring element 
in a variety of positions. 

9. The bitless bridle according to claim 8, Wherein said 
circular ring element is positioned approximately 3—7 inches 
beloW said sliding connectors. 

10. The bitless bridle according to claim 1, Wherein said 
restraining mechanism further comprises a clasping mecha 
nism disposed betWeen said ?rst and second pair of loops to 
constrict said third elongated strap betWeen said ?rst and 
second elongated straps. 

11. The bitless bridle according to claim 1, Wherein said 
second elongated strap is provided With a plurality of 
protuberances for applying pressure to the regions of special 
acuity of the animal When rearWard tension is applied to at 
least one of the reins. 

12. The bitless bridle according to claim 11, Wherein said 
plurality of protuberances are adjustably mounted to said 
second elongated strap to alloW for custom ?t to the head of 
the animal. 

13. The bitless bridle according to claim 12, Wherein said 
plurality of protuberances are composed of molded plastic. 

14. The bitless bridle according to claim 2, further com 
prising a ?rst adjustment mechanism for adjusting the length 
of the said crossover straps. 

15. The bitless bridle according to claim 14, Wherein said 
?rst adjustment mechanism comprises a buckle. 

16. The bitless bridle according to claim 2, further com 
prising a second adjustment mechanism for adjusting the 
length of the said ?rst elongated strap relative to the side of 
the head of the animal. 

17. The bitless bridle according to claim 16, Wherein said 
second adjustment mechanism comprises a buckle. 

18. A bitless bridle for controlling and restraining an 
animal through a pair of reins connectable thereto, said 
bitless bridle comprising: 

a harness assembly for attachment to the head of the 
animal and including a ?rst elongated strap extending 
over the poll area and behind the ears and doWnWard 
along the head of the animal; 

a second elongated strap for applying direct pressure to 
regions of special acuity located at a poll area and 
behind the ears of the animal, said second elongated 
strap extending parallel to but moving independent 
relative to said ?rst elongated strap to transmit pressure 
to the regions of special acuity When rearWard tension 
is applied to at least one of the pair of reins; and 

a detachable sleeve for attachment to said second elon 
gated strap, said sleeve being provided With a plurality 
of protuberances for applying pressure to the regions of 
special acuity When rearWard tension is applied to at 
least one of the reins. 

19. A bridle assembly for controlling and restraining an 
animal through a pair of reins connectable thereto, said 
bitless bridle comprising: 

a harness assembly for attachment to the head of the 
animal and including a ?rst elongated strap extending 
over the head and behind the ears and doWnWard along 
the head of the animal; 
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a second elongated strap for applying direct pressure to 
regions of special acuity located at a poll area and 
behind the ears of the animal, the second elongated 
strap eXtending parallel to said ?rst elongated strap to 
transmit the pressure to the regions of special acuity 
When rearWard tension is applied to at least one of the 
pair of reins; and 

a restraining mechanism for restraining said ?rst elon 
gated strap and said second elongated strap to a posi 
tion proximate to the poll area and behind the ears of 10 
the animal, said restraining means including a ?rst pair 
of loops through Which said ?rst elongated strap 
eXtends for engaging in relative movement during 
adjustment and a second pair of loops through Which 
said second elongated strap eXtends for engaging in 
essentially free longitudinal movement relative to said 
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harness assembly and independent of said ?rst elon 
gated strap When rearWard tension is applied to at least 
one of the reins, 

Wherein said restraining mechanism is ?Xed relative to 
said harness assembly to alloW free longitudinal move 
ment of said second elongated strap relative to said 
harness assembly and independent of said ?rst elon 
gated strap When rearWard tension is applied to at least 
one of the reins. 

20. The bridle assembly according to claim 19, Wherein 
said restraining mechanism further comprises a clasping 
mechanism disposed betWeen said ?rst and second pair of 
loops to constrict said third elongated strap betWeen said 
?rst and second elongated straps. 

* * * * * 


