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Be it known that I, Riorninn M. Corrigan, 
of New York, in the county of New York and 
State of New York, have invented certain Ini 
provenients in Pencil-Cases, of which .the fol 
lowing is a speciñcation. 
This invention relates to that class of pen 

cils in which a spring is used to project the 
'lead«ho1der; and the invention consists of a 
frictioirtube for holding the lead-holder when 
projected, and a rotating sleeve or cap pro 
vided with ribs or projections for releasing 
the spring-catch which holds the leadholder 
when shoved back` into the case, combined 
with a slotted tube, a spring for projecting the 
lead-holder, and a lead-holder for carrying 
the lead, all as hereinafter more fully set forth. 
Figure l is a longitudinal section of a pen 

cil made on my plan with the lead-holder 
shoved back within the oase. Fig. 2 is a simi 
lar view, showing the lead-holder projected, 
ready for use; and Fig. 3 is a transverse sec~ 
tion on the line 3 3 of Fig. l, all the views be 

illustrating the construction. 
To construct a pencil on my plan I provide 

a tube, A, which forms the body of the case, 
and which has near its ̀ upper end a collar, b, 
and just above that a hole, d, for a spring 
catch, e, to engage in, as hereinafter explained, 
and as shown in Fig. l. At or near its lower 
end this tube A has a series of longitudinal 
slots, l, cut in it, asshown in Fig. 2, and the 
intervening strips, r, ofthe tube are compressed 
or bent slightly inward, as shown in Fig. 1, 
thus forming a friction-holder -for the lead 
holder H when the latter is projected, as shown 
in Fig. 2, the strips r acting as springs bear 
ing against the sides of the lead-holder, and 
thus creating a friction which 'tends to hold 
the point or lead~holder H securely in place, 
and prevent it from being shoved back when 
in use. 
_ Upon the tube A is placed a spiral spring, 
I, the upper end of which bears against the 
collar l», while its lower end bears against a 
sliding collar, n», which moves freely upon the 
tube A, but is secured by a pin or screw, o, 
to the lead-holder H, the pin o passing through 

l a Slot in the tube A, as Shown in Fis- 1, there 
br the Spring I. Operates t0 project the lead 
holder H, as _shown in Fig. 2 

a o the upper end ofthe leed-holder 3.5L. I 
secure a spring-catch, e, which is so arranged 
that when the lead-holder H is shoved beek 
into the case this spring-catch will engage in 
the hole d, and thus lock the lead-holder fast 
in that position, the spring I, of course, be 
ing compressed by the shoving back of the 
`le,ad-holder, as shown in Fig. l. VIn order to 
disengage this spring‘catch e, and thus release 
the lead-holder, so that it may be projected by 
the `spring I, I provide a sleeve, C, of the 
proper size to ñt and turn loosely upon the 
upper end of tube A, as shown in Figs. 1 and 
I,2. ^ This sleeve C has in its lower portion a 
series of ribs or projections, c, (shown more 
clearly in Fig. 3,) these ribs being so arranged 
as to rit over the tube A at the point where 
the hook t on the end of the spring-catch e 
projects through the hole d, as shown inFig. 
l. By turning this sleeve C in either direc 
tion one ofthe ribs c will be brought against 
the projecting end of the hook t, and, forcing 
it inward, will disengage it from the hole d, 
thereby unlocking or releasing the lead-holder 
H, when the spring I will at once project the 
latter, «as shown in Fig. 2, its body being 
forced down into the friction-holder at the 
lower end of tube A, which will hold it with 
sufficient force to prevent it from being shoved 
back by the act of writing. As shown in Fig. 
3, the ribs c are beveled on both sides, so that 
whichever way thel sleeve may be turned they 
will act like a wedge or cam upon the pro 
jecting end or point of the hook t, which latter 
is beveled or inclined on its outer face or end, 
as shown in Fig. l, so that when thus forced 
inward b_y the rib o it will be sure to be _dis 
engaged from its hold on the tube A and re 

An outer shell or case, B, of any suitable 
material, is slipped over the whole, in order 
to protect the parts and make' a finish; and it 
is secured to the sleeve C by friction or other 
wise, so'that whenever it is turned it carries 
the sleeve with it, the lower end of this outer 
tube or case, B, fitting and turning freely upon 

lease the lead-holder. f 
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the upper portion of an ornamental tubular 
tip, G, secured upon the lower end of tube A, ~ 
as shown in Figs. l and 2. 
To shove in the lead-holder H its point is  

simply placed upon the desk and the outer 
case, B, shoved down, When the spring-catch e 
will engage in the hole d and hold »it fast. 
When Wanted for use, it is held by the tip G 
between the thumb and finger, and the oase 
B is turned by the other hand, when the lead 
holdingA point is instantly projected. ' ' _ 

I consider the friction-holder a very iin 
portant feature of my invention, as Without it 

l the pressure necessary in writing would coni 
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press the spring more or less, thus permitting` 
the point to be constantly yielding; and this 
has proved a serious objection to this style of 
pencil as usually made. So, too, theribbed 
sleeve for releasing the lead-holder I consider 
an important feature, kas it is exceedingly sim 
ple and efficient and canl be easily operated. 
The longitudinal slot in whichl the pin o 

slides serves as a guide to direct the spring 
catch e in line with the hole d, in Which it en 
gages. This hole d may be made of any de 
sired size, and should beeof such a size as to 
insure the engagement of the hook t Whenever 
it is shoved up opposite it. 

I am aware that pencil-cases have hereto 

fore been :made with a spring arranged to pro-y 
ject the lead-holder, and therefore I do not 
claim that, broadly; but 
What I do claim is- ' 
1. The combination of the longitudinally 

slotted tube A, provided at its lower end with 
the friction-holder, and with the hole d at its 
upper end, the lead-holder H, provided with` 
the spring-catch e, the spring I, connected with 
the tube A and lead-holder H, and the rotating 
sleeve C, provided With the ribs or projec 
tions c, all arranged to operate substantially 
as shown and described. 

2. In a pencil, the combination >of a shell or 
case, a lead-holder, a spring for projecting the 
latter, and a tubular friction-holder having 
spring-arms formed integrally with the body 
of said holder, all substantially as shown and 
described. ' 
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3. In a pencil-ease having, its lead-holder Y 
projected by a spring, and provided with a 
spring-catch for holding it when shoved in, 
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the rotating ribbed sleeve G'for releasing the ~ 
lead-holder, as set forth. , » 

RICHARD M.-COLLARD. 
` lVitnesses: 

HARRY l?. FAIROHILD, 
R. H. FULLER. 


