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WARNING SIGNAL MOUNTING APPARATUS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The invention relates to apparatus for mounting a 
?ag or other signaling device upon a motor vehicle or a 
motor vehicle load either While stationary or in transit. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] It is a very common requirement for vehicles in the 
construction, delivery, cargo hauling, or numerous other 
commercial or utility industries to have to provide Warning 
of dangerous highWay circumstances, such as extremely 
Wide loads or loads Which extend beyond the normal rear 
area of the vehicle. This often occurs When vehicles engaged 
in hauling supplies and materials to Work sites carry long 
sections of lumber, pipe, or other materials Which may 
protrude distances of 6 feet or more from the rear tailgate of 
the vehicle. 

[0003] Because such protruding materials are frequently 
narroW and lack substantial Width it is often di?icult for the 
drivers of vehicles approaching these items from the rear to 
detect the presence of the haZard they pose to the Windshield 
or other front surface of a vehicle Which approaches too 
closely. For this reason it is not only good practice but a legal 
requirement for such loads to be designated and Warned With 
a Warning ?ag or signal of some kind, such as a red ?ag, in 
order to give better notice and Warning of the degree to 
Which such loads may protrude from the rear of a vehicle. 

[0004] Frequently these Warning ?ags are simply tied onto 
the protruding material. While this may be adequate, it 
requires proper knotting and may alloW the ?ag to slip or 
move. There are, of course, a variety of methods and 
apparatus for the display of such items as advertising 
posters, signal lights, signs and banners, and other decora 
tive items from motor vehicles. Most such displays are for 
the purpose of accomplishing aesthetic or advertising obj ec 
tives rather than for the purpose of providing Warnings. 
Vehicles Which have the frequent need for providing serious 
Warnings, such as police cars and ambulances and Wrecking 
vehicles, are adapted With lighting systems Which are per 
manently installed and are extremely effective in providing 
such Warnings. These Warning systems are not suitable for 
the oversiZed or extended load Warning. 

[0005] Tying ?ags to such loads is not Without some risk 
and draWback. For instance, a good amount of the Warning 
material, such as a Warning ?ag, is concealed or compressed 
from display as a result of Wrapping and tightening it about 
the object requiring the Warning. In fact, it Would be a fair 
general statement to say that the more effort Which is placed 
into Wrapping and securing the Warning ?ag to the item the 
less able it is to actually provide Warning because of this 
condition. Adhesive materials, such as tape, Would not be 
satisfactory or reliable When vehicles are experiencing 
bumpy or unlevel highWays or Work areas or When the 
vehicles are driving at highWay speeds. This is because the 
jostling of the Warned objects are the rush of 50 and 60 mile 
an hour Winds Which Would be experienced by an object free 
of the con?nement of the vehicle passing doWn the road 
Would place substantial stress upon any material such as a 
?ag material. Inclement Weather, such as rain and fog, also 
may compromise the stability of a loosely or carelessly 
attached signal at times in Which the visibility of such a 
signal is even more critical. 
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[0006] The use of adhesive ?uids, such as a glue, or even 
extremely adhesive tape material, may run the risk of 
defacing the protected material by disturbing the surface of 
the protected material. The same Would be true and perhaps 
even more troublesome if the ?ag Was to be fastened With 
some object such as a staple or a nail. This Would clearly do 
harm to the surface and integrity and perhaps the cosmetic 
appearance of the protected material. 

[0007] A number of devices have been developed for 
fastening objects to various areas of an automobile or other 
moving vehicle. Most of these have been developed for 
some other purpose. One such idea it is the invention issue 
to Morrell, et al. on Oct. 17, 2000, US. Pat. No. 6,132,051. 
This apparatus Was designed to fasten an alternative mirror 
to the shaft of the standard rearvieW mirror attached to a 
vehicles run Wind screen. Such an alternative mirror could 
be adjusted to alloW the driver to observe areas in the 
backseat of a vehicle, such as the areas Where small children 
might get into danger or cause trouble With mischief. This 
apparatus makes use of a clamp but such clamp Would be 
designed for a particular use and Would not be suitable to 
Withstand the rigors of motion through the open air. 

[0008] A device taught by HaWkins in US. Pat. No. 
6,899,053, issued on May 31, 2005, teaches a mechanism for 
displaying a ?ag from a motor vehicle radio antenna. The 
apparatus teaches a mechanism Which is capable of being 
Wrapped about the shaft of the radio antenna and then 
secured tightly about the radio antenna so as to permit the 
unfurling and spreading of a ?ag, such as that associated 
With the pennant of an athletic team or school. This could 
also be a ?ag associated With a particular commercial 
product or venture or company. While very effective at the 
task of displaying a ?ag, this apparatus is uniquely designed 
for use With a motor vehicle radio antenna and is also 
uniquely adapted to achieve the aesthetic effect of com 
pletely unfurling and spreading the ?ag. This is accom 
plished by a relatively complex mechanism Which requires 
some amount of time for installation and proper tightening 
and fastening. 

[0009] The operator of a motor vehicle requiring to dis 
play an extended load or extra Wide load Warning Would like 
to have the ability to quickly and reliably fasten such a 
display ?ag so that it Will not be disturbed or moved along 
the length of the breadth of the haZardous load and to do so 
in such a manner that it can easily be removed It Would also 
be nice if the process Would not require a substantial amount 
of time for effort to either fasten or remove the Warning ?ag. 
Such apparatus or method is not present in the prior art 
relating to this ?eld. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0010] The inventor has overcome the shortcomings of the 
prior art by providing a simple apparatus Which achieves the 
objectives of reliable positioning and fastening, quick and 
easy installation and removal, e?fective display of the Wam 
ing message, and even serves to provide a means of pro 
tecting the ?ag When not in use. 

[0011] This has been accomplished by the use of a clamp 
apparatus of proper siZe to ?t upon such common construc 
tion materials as lengths of lumber and pipe Which is adapted 
With a mount for a ?ag and may the further adapted With a 
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shroud or protecting member for concealing the ?ag or 
signaling apparatus When not in use. 

[0012] The clamp may be a simple spring-loaded clamp 
Which comprises a compressing handle, an enclosed tension 
spring, and gripping claWs Which are adapted to clamp upon 
the material or object to be the subject of Warning to 
oncoming motorists. Protruding from one of the handle arms 
could be either a signaling ?ag or device or an elongated 
cavity Within Which a signal ?ag could be stored and then 
easily retrieved or display. The ?ag could be fastened to the 
handle With means to permit its WithdraWal from Within the 
shroud and the spring-loaded clamp could achieve gripping 
effectiveness in several different Ways. These could include 
selection of materials, provision of a unique gripping sur 
face, appropriate siZing, or any combination of these fea 
tures. Such could also include alternative means for storing 
the ?ag or signal. 

[0013] As designed the clamping and signaling apparatus 
Would facilitate and permit a signal ?ag or other signaling 
device to be quickly and easily WithdraWn for effective 
signaling of oncoming motorists, securely fastened to a 
feature or haZard requiring Warning or signaling, and then 
very quickly and easily removed and stored for later use. 
Moreover, this can be done Without risk of defacing, harm 
ing or impairing the structural integrity, or otherWise impact 
ing upon the material requiring the Warning. 

[0014] It is, then, an object of the present invention to 
provide means and apparatus for quickly and easily posi 
tioning a Warning ?ag or other signaling device upon a 
haZardous or other extraordinary cargo transported by high 
Way transportation. 

[0015] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide such an apparatus Which achieves effective mount 
ing capable of Withstanding the rigors of highWay travel by 
means of a secure clamp. 

[0016] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide such an apparatus Which permits the Warning ?ag or 
other signaling device to be concealed and protected When 
not in use. 

[0017] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide such an apparatus Which can be simply modi?ed for 
use in a variety of orientations and con?gurations, such as 
various types of cargo. 

[0018] It is a further object of the present invention to 
enhance the effectiveness of such an apparatus by selecting 
appropriate siZes and materials and material services for 
achieving the desired cargo modi?cations. 

[0019] Other features and advantages of the present inven 
tion Will be apparent from the folloWing description in 
Which the preferred embodiments have been set forth in 
conjunction With the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0020] In describing the preferred embodiments of the 
invention reference Will be made to the series of ?gures and 
draWings brie?y described beloW. 

[0021] FIG. 1 depicts an embodiment of the apparatus 
Which Would be suitable for use With standard building 
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materials, such as lengths of lumber, plumbing pipe, or PVC 
pipe or conduit. In FIG. 1 the Warning ?ag has been 
concealed Within the shroud. 

[0022] FIG. 2 depicts a similar embodiment of the appa 
ratus in Which a Warning ?ag has been WithdraWn from the 
shroud for display. 

[0023] FIG. 3 depicts a vieW of the handles Which reveals 
the spring-loaded tension apparatus and a shroud mounted 
upon one arm of the handle for the clamping apparatus. 

[0024] FIG. 4 depicts the apparatus positioned upon a 
length of lumber in Which the lumber is vieWed in cross 
section. 

[0025] FIG. 5 depicts the gripping member of the clamp 
Which has been adapted by scoring to achieve an enhanced 

[0026] FIG. 6 depicts the gripping member of the clamp 
Which has been adapted by providing a service comprised of 
a gripping material, such as rubber or other material offering 
surface friction to objects Which may be enclosed Within the 
clamp. 

[0027] FIG. 7 depicts hoW the apparatus may be used to 
grip upon a thicker material, such as a pipe or PVC length 
of conduit. 

[0028] FIG. 8 depicts the apparatus as seen mounted upon 
a trailer hauling a cargo of lumber. 

[0029] While certain draWings have been provided in 
order to teach the principles and operation of the present 
invention, it should be understood that, in the detailed 
description Which folloWs, reference may be made to com 
ponents or apparatus Which are not included in the draWings. 
Such components and apparatus should be considered as 
part of the description, even if not included in such a 
draWing. LikeWise, the draWings may include an element, 
structure, or mechanism Which is not described in the textual 
description of the invention Which folloWs. The invention 
and description should also be understood to include such a 
mechanism, component, or element Which is depicted in the 
draWing but not speci?cally described. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE PRESENT 

INVENTION 

[0030] Reference Will noW be made in detail to the present 
preferred embodiment of the invention, an example of Which 
is illustrated in the accompanying draWings. While the 
invention Will be described in connection With a preferred 
embodiment, it Will be understood that it is not intended to 
limit the invention to that embodiment. On the contrary, it is 
intended to cover all alternatives, modi?cations, and equiva 
lents as may be included Within the spirit and scope of the 
invention de?ned in the appended claims. 

[0031] While the folloWing description Will seek to 
improve understanding of the invention by describing the 
various components and elements, it should be considered 
that certain apparatus may be suf?ciently and adequately 
explained by the accompanying draWings, Which are fully 
incorporated herein, and not require further description. All 
such apparatus should be considered as part of the speci? 
cation of the invention for all purposes. 
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[0032] Making reference ?rst to FIG. 1, it can be seen that 
the preferred embodiment of the present invention com 
prises a pair of handle arms, (11,12) a pair of handle arms, 
(21,22) and an enclosure (40) for a signaling ?ag or other 
apparatus, and a signaling ?ag, (41) or other apparatus (other 
apparatus not depicted). Together it Will be shoWn hoW these 
elements permit the objectives of the invention to be 
achieved. 

[0033] The tension for securing the signaling device (41) 
to the object or material requiring Warning to oncoming 
motorists (51) is principally supplied by the tension of a 
spring (13) Which is coiled about an axle (14) and Which is 
further in tension communication With each of a pair of 
handle arms (number Which are also integral With a pair of 
gripping arms (21,22). 

[0034] The gripping arms (21, 22) as Well as the handle 
arms (11, 12) are positioned to pivot Within a range of 
motion (61) de?ned by the angle betWeen each respective 
gripping arm (21, 22) and gripping handle (11, 12). They are 
further secured to the axle (64) by means of a series of holes 
(51, 52, 53, 54) through each arm (11, 12) and gripping 
member (21, 22) so that the axle (14) provides the basis of 
pivot or rotation for each arm and gripping member (21,22) 
and is held securely to the axle so that extended ends (15,16) 
of the coil spring (14) rest along the interior (43,44) of each 
handle arm (11, 12) and apply the tension of the coil spring 
(14) to each of the handle arms (11, 12) and force each of the 
gripping arms (21, 22) to rotate together and toWards each 
other With the force of the coil spring (14). 

[0035] It can be seen from FIG. 1 that each gripping arm 
member (21 or 22) may be adapted With both a primary 
gripping portion (23, 24) Which, in this case, is a ?at section 
positioned to, When not in use, make physical contact With 
a corresponding ?at section on the other gripping arm (21 or 
22). It can also be seen from FIG. 1 that each of the gripping 
arm members (21,22) may also be adapted With a curved 
portion (91,92) With gripping teeth (93) to facilitate gripping 
a round or other irregularly shaped object. This Will be 
discussed in more detail later. 

[0036] FIG. 2 depicts the apparatus With a signaling ?ag 
(80) WithdraWn from the shroud or enclosure (40). It can be 
further seen from examination of FIG. 2 that each of the 
described elements of the apparatus, once assembled, can 
easily be fully manipulated and operated by hand Without 
the use of any additional tools, or apparatus or implements. 

[0037] It can be seen from FIG. 3 that one of the handle 
arm members (12) is adapted With means for mounting a 
short shaft (56), Which may include a shroud or enclosure 
(57), for alternatively housing and displaying a signaling 
?ag (not depicted in FIG. 1). 

[0038] FIG. 3 more closely depicts hoW the extended ends 
(15,16) of the coil spring (14) are positioned against the 
interior of each handle arm (43,44), FIG. 3 further depicts 
hoW the shroud or enclosure (40) may be attached to a 
handle arm (12). 

[0039] FIG. 3 also shoWs the shroud (40) as an elongated 
housing (57) With top and bottom sides (58,59), enclosing 
the ?ag (41) and shaft (56). 

[0040] FIG. 8 depicts the apparatus as it is used to give 
Warning to a length of lumber (71) Which extends beyond the 
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tailgate (72) of a truck or trailer (73) used to haul lumber 
betWeen commercial locations, to a Work site, or to any other 
destination. It can be seen that the gripping arms (21, 22) 
make contact With and adhere to the length of lumber (71). 

[0041] FIG. 4 across the cross section (75) of the lumber 
(71), and permit the signal ?ag or Warning ?ag, after 
removal from the shroud (57), to protrude from the appa 
ratus and be easily seen by a vehicle (81) approaching from 
the rear area (76) of the truck or trailer (73). Of course, the 
apparatus could just as easily be mounted so as to extend 
straight from the back end (77) of the piece of lumber (71) 
because of the tension of the coil spring (14). 

[0042] FIG. 5 depicts, in expanded vieW, the gripping 
surface (26) of one of the gripping arm members (21, 22). It 
can be seen that the gripping surface (26) can, although it 
need not, be adapted With a scoring (37) of the surface (26). 
Such scoring (37) could be used to enhance the ability of the 
gripping arms (21, 22) to make reliable and secure contact 
With an object requiring Warning. This is because such 
scoring (37) Would provide additional friction betWeen the 
surfaces and, in the case of less hardened materials, such as 
plastic or lumber, some degree of relief upon the softer 
portions of the surfaces (not depicted) so as to facilitate 
additional gripping resulting from the ?lling of the scored 
areas (38) With irregular surface portions of the gripped 
surface of the material requiring Warning (not separately 
depicted). 

[0043] FIG. 6 depicts, also in expanded vieW, hoW the 
gripping surfaces (23, 24) might also be enhanced by 
providing an additional surface material (29) Which is inher 
ently more reliable because of its friction or adhesive 
properties. Such a material might be rubber or a treated 
plastic Which has a surface Which resists friction or the 
ability of other objects to slide across the surface. There are, 
of course, a variety of Ways to achieve or enhance the level 
of stability and adhesion. These could include the use of 
adhesive chemicals to coat the surfaces, sharp features to 
grip one surface to another, matching VELCRO® members, 
non permanent glue or other adhesive material. 

[0044] FIG. 7 depicts hoW the apparatus may make use of 
the curved surface With gripping teeth (27,28) to be secured 
upon a pipe or length of PVC conduit (67). This Would also 
apply to a bundle of re-bar or other structure of similar siZe 
and material. 

[0045] FIG. 8 depicts hoW the apparatus serves to Warn 
oncoming motorists as Well as the need for reliable place 
ment of the apparatus upon the load requiring the Warning. 
It can be seen that material extending out the back of the 
tailgate (95) of a truck trailer (not depicted) to keep in place 
(since it could Wobble or bounce or move from side to side) 
and is also fully exposed to the surrounding air through 
Which it rushes, particularly during high-speed transit on an 
interstate or other major highWay. 

[0046] In addition to the alternatives already noted there 
may be a variety of alternative embodiments of this appa 
ratus Which are also in keeping With the spirit of the present 
invention. Each of them should be considered to be incor 
porated into this invention and the appended claims. For 
instance, a variety of clamps Which operate as the present 
one are available Which have a different appearance than the 
one herein depicted. The invention has primarily been 
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concerned With the display of the standard red ?ag associ 
ated With oversiZed loads, but it could be applied to the 
display of a yellow, White, blue, or multi-colored ?ag if such 
Was appropriate. For that matter a light of any appropriate 
color could be placed Within and removed from the shroud 
for display. Each of these clamp and signal alternatives 
should be seen as keeping Within the spirit and scope of the 
present invention. 

[0047] It is important to state and note that no claim is 
herein meant to apply to the basic structure of a spring 
loaded clamp. It is Well knoWn that a variety of clamps Work 
on this principle, such as clothes pins and many other similar 
devices. The present invention Will be seen to ?nd its novelty 
and innovation in its unique ability to accomplish the task of 
fastening a Warning ?ag or signal to a moving vehicle. 

[0048] For the same reason, no claim is made to the 
concept of the use of ?ag or, for that manner, any other 
device to provide Warning or signaling. While the device is 
taught With respect to a ?ag, it should be noted that a 
streamer, a light, a colored shaft or board, or any means of 
providing Warning Would be compatible With the present 
invention. 

[0049] The invention has also taught several methods and 
apparatus for gripping the mounting object. While the inven 
tion has been primarily adapted for mounting upon common 
objects, such as pipe and lumber, Which are amenable to a 
hand-siZed clamp other alternatives may be developed to 
alloW use on larger or smaller cargo types. Moreover, 
gripping con?gurations other than those speci?cally 
described herein may be used With hand siZed clamps. All of 
these gripping alternatives should be seen as keeping Within 
the spirit and scope of the present invention, including 
combinations of one or more of them. 

[0050] Moreover, When a ?ag or similar device is used for 
providing the signal, its storage may be accomplished as 
simply as Wrapping it about the extended length of the 
handle member and tying it With extended tie doWn mem 
bers (not depicted) With velcro® strips (also not depicted) or 
With securing bands or separate tying lines (neither of Which 
are depicted). 

[0051] While the apparatus is simple, the principles of 
combining a tension handle clamp, mounting member, and 
signaling device Which may be alternatively concealed from 
vieW or displayed is unique and is amenable to adaptation 
With a variety of primary and alternate embodiments. Each 
and every one of them are intended to be included in this 
teaching and Within the spirit and scope of the claims, Which 
are appended hereto. 

[0052] Further modi?cation and variation can be made to 
the disclosed embodiments Without departing from the sub 
ject and spirit of the invention as de?ned in the folloWing 
claims. Such modi?cations and variations, as included 
Within the scope of these claims, are meant to be considered 
part of the invention as described. 

What is claimed is: 
1. Mountable signaling apparatus for use in Warning 

oncoming vehicles of the existence of an extended or 
oversiZed load or other haZard Which is adapted for quick 
and reliable installation and removal upon a variety of 
cargoes, the mountable signaling apparatus comprising: 

Aug. 9, 2007 

clamping apparatus, said clamping apparatus further com 
prising a spring-loaded handle clamp Which is operated 
by oppositely disposed handle members in communi 
cation With a coil spring, said coil spring further 
adapted to apply its tension to separate said oppositely 
disposed handle members; 

gripping apparatus, said gripping apparatus further com 
prising oppositely disposed gripping arms, said grip 
ping arms being each in physical communication With 
a respective handle member and extending out from its 
respective handle member opposite from said coil 
spring so that the tension forcing each said handle 
members apart from the other said handle member acts 
to force each said gripping arm to Ward the other said 
gripping arm, each said gripping arm being adapted 
With one or more gripping surfaces, said gripping 
surfaces being adapted to, When said handle members 
are released, ?rmly grip and adhere to an object Which 
may be protruding out from the rear or to the side of a 
cargo bearing vehicle; and 

signaling apparatus, said signaling apparatus further com 
prising apparatus extending out from one said handle 
member and being further adapted to alternatively 
conceal from vieW or alloW the display of a signaling 
device Which may be visible for the distance necessary 
to Warn an approaching driver of the presence of an 
extended or oversiZed load or other haZard upon said 
cargo bearing motor vehicle. 

2. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
1 in Which each said gripping arm comprises a ?at gripping 
surface at its end, each said Flat gripping surface being 
disposed toWards the other Flat gripping surfaces so that the 
tension of said coil spring Will grip an object situated 
betWeen said Flat gripping surfaces. 

3. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
2 in Which each said ?at surface is scored to a suf?cient 
degree to enhance its ability to grip an object situated 
betWeen said Flat gripping surfaces. 

4. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
2 in Which each said Flat gripping surface is adapted With an 
adhesive coating to a suf?cient degree to enhance its ability 
to grip an object situated betWeen said Flat gripping sur 
faces. 

5. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
1 in Which each said gripping arm further comprises, along 
its length, a curved gripping section, each said curved 
gripping section being oriented to generally form an oppo 
site and outWardly disposed arc from said other said curved 
gripping section so that said curved sections, Will act 
together to grip an object situated betWeen them. 

6. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
5 in Which the gripping ability of each said curved gripping 
section is enhanced by any one or combination of the 
folloWing means: 

adapting each gripping surface With scoring; adapting 
each said gripping surface With teeth members; or 
adapting each said gripping surface With an adhesive 
coating. 

7. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
1 in Which each said gripping arm comprises a ?at gripping 
surface at its end, each said Flat gripping surface being 
disposed toWards the other Flat gripping surfaces so that the 
tension of said coil spring Will grip an object situated 
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between said Flat gripping surfaces and in which each 
gripping arm further comprises, along its length, a curved 
gripping section, each said curved gripping section being 
oriented to generally form an opposite and outwardly dis 
posed arc from said other said curved gripping section so 
that said curved sections, will act together to grip an object 
situated between them. 

8. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
7 in which the gripping ability of each said Flat gripping 
surface is enhanced by any one or combination of the 
following means: 

adapting each gripping surface with scoring or adapting 
each said gripping surface with an adhesive coating. 

9. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
1 in which said signaling apparatus further comprises a 
brightly colored ?ag which is mounted upon said apparatus 
extending out from said handle member. 

10. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
1 in which said signaling apparatus further comprises any 
one or combination of the following: 

a red ?ag, a yellow ?ag, a white ?ag, a green ?ag, a blue 
?ag, a red light, a yellow light, a blue light, a green 
light, a white light, or any apparatus and device of any 
kind which is su?iciently conspicuous to provide wam 
ing of a haZardous condition existing upon or associ 
ated with said vehicle. 

11. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
7 in which said signaling apparatus further comprises a 
brightly colored ?ag which is mounted upon said apparatus 
extending out from said handle member. 

12. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
7 in which said signaling apparatus further comprises any 
one or combination of the following: 

a red ?ag, a yellow ?ag, a white ?ag, a green ?ag, a blue 
?ag, a red light, a yellow light, a blue light, a green 
light, a white light, or any apparatus and device of any 
kind which is su?iciently conspicuous to provide wam 
ing of a haZardous condition existing upon or associ 
ated with said vehicle. 

13. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
9 in which said signaling apparatus further comprises a 
brightly colored ?ag which is mounted upon said apparatus 
extending out from said handle member. 

14. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
9 in which said signaling apparatus further comprises any 
one or combination of the following: 

a red ?ag, a yellow ?ag, a white ?ag, a green ?ag, a blue 
?ag, a red light, a yellow light, a blue light, a green 
light, a white light, or any apparatus and device of any 
kind which is su?iciently conspicuous to provide wam 
ing of a haZardous condition existing upon or associ 
ated with said vehicle. 

15. Mountable signaling apparatus for use in warning 
oncoming vehicles of the existence of an extended or 
oversiZed load or other haZard which is adapted for quick 
and reliable installation and removal upon a variety of 
cargoes, the mountable signaling apparatus comprising: 

clamping apparatus, said clamping apparatus further com 
prising a spring-loaded handle clamp which is operated 
by oppositely disposed handle members in communi 
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cation with a coil spring, said coil spring further 
adapted to apply its tension to separate said oppositely 
disposed handle members; 

gripping apparatus, said gripping apparatus further com 
prising oppositely disposed gripping arms, said grip 
ping arms being each in physical communication with 
a respective handle member and extending out from its 
respective handle member opposite from said coil 
spring so that the tension forcing each said handle 
members apart from the other said handle member acts 
to force each said gripping arm to ward the other said 
gripping arm, each said gripping arm being adapted 
with one or more gripping surfaces, said gripping 
surfaces being adapted to, when said handle members 
are released, ?rmly grip and adhere to an object which 
may be protruding out from the rear or to the side of a 
cargo bearing vehicle; 

shrouding apparatus, said shrouding apparatus further 
comprising an enclosure mounted upon an extended 
length of one said handle member and being of suffi 
cient dimension to enclose, protect and conceal a 
desired signaling apparatus; and 

signaling apparatus, said signaling apparatus further com 
prising apparatus which may be easily inserted within 
or withdrawn from said shrouding apparatus in order 
to, respectively, conceal from view or allow the display 
of a signaling device which may be visible for the 
distance necessary to warn an approaching driver of the 
presence of an extended or oversiZed load or other 
haZard upon said cargo bearing motor vehicle. 

16. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
15 in which each said gripping arm comprises a ?at gripping 
surface at its end, each said Flat gripping surface being 
disposed towards the other Flat gripping surfaces so that the 
tension of said coil spring will grip an object situated 
between said Flat gripping surfaces. 

17. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
16 in which the gripping ability of each said Flat gripping 
surface is enhanced by any one or combination of the 
following means: 

adapting each gripping surface with scoring or adapting 
each said gripping surface with an adhesive coating. 

18. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
16 in which said signaling apparatus further comprises a 
brightly colored ?ag which is mounted upon said apparatus 
extending out from said handle member. 

19. The mountable signaling apparatus described in claim 
16 in which said signaling apparatus further comprises any 
one or combination of the following: 

a red ?ag, a yellow ?ag, a white ?ag, a green ?ag, a blue 
?ag, a red light, a yellow light, a blue light, a green 
light, a white light, or any apparatus and device of any 
kind which is sufficiently conspicuous to provide warn 
ing of a haZardous condition existing upon or associ 
ated with said vehicle. 

20. Mountable signaling apparatus for use in warning 
oncoming vehicles of the existence of an extended or 
oversiZed load or other haZard which is adapted for quick 
and reliable installation and removal upon a variety of 
cargoes, the mountable signaling apparatus comprising: 
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clamping apparatus, said clamping apparatus further com 
prising a spring-loaded handle clamp Which is operated 
by oppositely disposed handle members in communi 
cation With a coil spring, said coil spring further 
adapted to apply its tension to separate said oppositely 
disposed handle members; 

gripping apparatus, said gripping apparatus further com 
prising oppositely disposed gripping arms, said grip 
ping arms being each in physical communication With 
a respective handle member and extending out from its 
respective handle member opposite from said coil 
spring so that the tension forcing each said handle 
members apart from the other said handle member acts 
to force each said gripping arm to Ward the other said 
gripping arm, each said gripping arm being adapted 
With one or more gripping surfaces, said gripping 
surfaces being adapted to, When said handle members 
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are released, ?rmly grip and adhere to an object Which 
may be protruding out from the rear or to the side of a 
cargo bearing vehicle; and 

signaling apparatus, said signaling apparatus further com 
prising a brightly colored ?ag mounted upon a mount 
ing shaft member extending out from one said handle 
member so that said ?ag may be alternatively opened 
for display or Wrapped about said mounting shaft 
member and secured With any one or combination of 
the folloWing means: 

one or more extending tie members; one or more velcro® 
strips; one or more ?exible bands; one or more separate 

tying lines; or any other means or apparatus commonly 
used for the purpose of securing a ?exible object 
Wrapped about an elongated member. 

* * * * * 


