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(57) ABSTRACT 
The present invention relates to a method and apparatus for 
using a RFID reader network to provide a large operating 
area, thereby enabling multiple RFID readers to simulta 
neously operate with minimal interference among all the 
RFID readers in the same network. The RFID network 
comprises a plurality of RFID readers connected to a server 
via a network backbone. Each operating RFID reader is 
associated with a group of neighboring RFID readers. A 
neighboring RFID reader is de?ned as a RFID reader that 
can detect tag responses for the communication between the 
operating RFID reader and its RFID tags. Each operating 
RFID reader sends its neighboring RFID readers at least one 
Tag Operation (TO) packet before starting to communicate 
with RFID tags and at least one End of Tag Operation (ETO) 
packet after the tag operation is completed. To avoid inter 
ference, each RFID reader uses a listen-before-talk scheme 
in which it checks if any TO packet has been sent by 
neighboring RFID readers before starting radio transmis 
sion. If both RFID readers are allowed to transmit, the RFID 
reader with a neighboring RFID reader just ?nishing trans 
mission has the higher priority. This approach improves the 
throughput by taking advantage of the overlapped areas of 
neighboring RFID readers. 
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METHOD AND SYSTEM OF USING A RFID 
READER NETWORK TO PROVIDE A LARGE 

OPERATING AREA 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

[0001] This application claims the bene?t of US. Provi 
sional Patent Application No. 60/509,865 ?led Oct. 8, 2003, 
the entirety of Which is hereby incorporated by reference 
into this application. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0003] This invention relates generally to RFID (Radio 
Frequency Identi?cation) systems and more speci?cally 
relates to a method and apparatus of using a RFID reader 
netWork to provide a large operating area. 

[0004] 2. Description of the Prior Art 

[0005] RFID tags and readers have recently begun to enter 
the mass market. FIG. 1 illustrates a typical prior art system 
in Which RFID reader 10 uses multiple antennas 11, 12, 13 
and 14 to detect RFID tags 15 and 16 in a relatively large 
area, such as a loading dock doorWay. The reason for the use 
of multiple antennas to cover a large area is because the 
typical operating range of a small, passive RFID tag is only 
2 to 3 meters from the antenna. 

[0006] A shortcoming of this prior art system is that the 
antennas and associated multiplexing circuits and cable 
connections are not reliable and are expensive. Another 
shortcoming of this prior art system is that only one antenna 
is alloWed to operate at any time. Therefore the reader 
throughput is loW. 

[0007] While this prior art system may be suitable for 
early deployment of RFID applications, it is desirable to 
provide an improved system for reliability and throughput 
purposes in Which a RFID reader netWork includes multiple 
readers. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] In vieW of the foregoing disadvantages inherent in 
RFID systems, the present invention provides a method and 
apparatus for a RFID reader netWork thereby alloWing a 
large operating area. The method of using a RFID reader 
netWork substantially departs from the concept and design of 
the prior art, and in so doing provides a reliable reader 
netWork in Which a plurality of RFID readers can simulta 
neously operate to provide a large area of coverage With 
minimal interference among the readers in the same net 
Work. 

[0009] The present invention generally comprises a RFID 
reader netWork comprising a plurality of RFID readers 
connected to a server via a netWork backbone. In this 
respect, before explaining at least one embodiment of the 
invention in detail, it is to be understood that the invention 
is not limited in its application to the details set forth in the 
folloWing description and illustrated in the construction and 
arrangements of components. The invention is capable of 
other embodiments and being practiced and carried out in 
various Ways. Also, it is to be understood that the phrase 
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ology and terminology employed herein are for the purpose 
of the description and should not be regarded as limiting. 

[0010] The present invention provides for a method of 
using a RFID reader netWork to enable operation in a large 
operating area, Which overcomes the shortcomings of prior 
art systems. 

[0011] The present invention also provides for a method to 
enable a plurality of RFID readers to operate simultaneously 
thereby providing enhanced throughput. 

[0012] The present invention also provides for a method to 
estimate interference among all RFID readers in the netWork 
thereby automatically de?ning a group for each RFID 
reader. 

[0013] The present invention also provides for a method 
that each RFID reader has one or more neighboring RFID 
readers listen to RFID tag responses While it is communi 
cating With the RFID tags. 

[0014] The present invention also provides for a method of 
programming a RFID tag With netWork information to alloW 
for easy netWork provisioning. 

[0015] To the accomplishment of the above, this invention 
may be embodied in the form illustrated in the accompany 
ing draWings, attention being called to the fact, hoWever, that 
the draWings are illustrative only, and that changes may be 
made in the speci?c construction illustrated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0016] Various other objects, features and attendant 
advantages of the present invention Will become fully appre 
ciated as the same becomes better understood When consid 
ered in conjunction With the accompanying draWings, in 
Which like reference characters designate the same or similar 
pars throughout the several vieWs, and Wherein: 

[0017] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a prior art RFID 
system. 

[0018] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a RFID reader 
netWork in accordance With the teachings of the present 
invention. 

[0019] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a hardWare block 
diagram of an embodiment of the RFID reader of the present 
invention. 

[0020] FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment 
of the RFID reader netWork including multiple RFID read 
ers. 

[0021] FIG. 5A is a schematic diagram shoWing a plural 
ity of RFID readers using information to avoid interference. 

[0022] FIG. 5B is a table of group information to avoid 
interference. 

[0023] FIG. 5C shoWs short backoff tables for the RFID 
readers Within the same group. 

[0024] FIG. 6 is a state diagram of an RFID reader used 
in the RFID reader netWork. 

[0025] FIG. 7 is a How chart of a read/Write task in the 
RFID reader’s OPERATION state. 

[0026] FIG. 8 is a How chart of a listen task in the RFID 
reader’s OPERATION state. 
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[0027] FIG. 9 is a flow chart of a networking task in the 
RFID reader’s networking state. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

[0028] Reference Will noW be made in greater detail to a 
preferred embodiment of the invention, an example of Which 
is illustrated in the accompanying draWings. Wherever pos 
sible, the same reference numerals Will be used throughout 
the draWings and the description to refer to the same or like 
parts. 

[0029] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of RFID reader 
netWork system 20 in accordance With the teachings of the 
present invention. RFID reader netWork system 20 com 
prises a plurality of RFID readers 21a-21n connected to 
processing means 22 via netWork backbone 24. For 
example, processing means 22 can be a computer server for 
processing netWork information and tag data. RFID readers 
21a-21n communicate With RFID tags 25a and 25b. It Will 
be appreciated that additional RFID readers and RFID tags 
can be used in RFID reader netWork system 20. RFID reader 
netWork system 20 provides a large operating area for 
communication With RFID tags. For example, the operating 
area can be in a range of about 1 meter to about 15 meters. 

[0030] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of RFID reader 21 
integrated With an antenna. RFID reader 21 comprises 
antenna 30, RF and baseband circuits 31, microprocessor 
and netWork circuits 32, one or more memory devices 33, 
and clock circuit 34. RF and baseband circuits 31 provide 
conventional RF and baseband features. Microprocessor and 
netWork circuits 32 provide communication betWeen RFID 
readers 21a-21n. 

[0031] FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of RFID reader 
netWork system 20 including eight RFID readers 21a-21n 
connected to server 22 to provide a large operating area for 
system 20. For example, this embodiment can be used in a 
loading dock doorWay. RFID reader 21a is labeled Reader 1. 
RFID reader 21b is labeled Reader 2. RFID reader 21c is 
labeled Reader 3. RFID reader 21a' is labeled Reader 4. 
RFID reader 216 is labeled Reader 5. RFID reader 21f is 
labeled Reader 6. RFID reader 21g is labeled Reader 7. 
RFID reader 2111 is labeled Reader 8. RFID readers 21a-21n 
use group information to avoid interference betWeen RFID 
readers. 

[0032] FIGS. 5A-5C illustrate an example of RFID read 
ers 21a-21n using group information 50 to avoid interfer 
ence in the embodiment of system 20 illustrated in FIG. 4. 
The groups are formed by sequentially designating each of 
RFID readers 21 as the operating reader in one netWork. The 
operating reader communicates With RFID tags and requests 
other RFID readers 21 to report the number of RFID tags 
detected by them to the operating reader. Any reader that 
detects the RFID tag responses from the operations betWeen 
the operating RFID readers 21 and RFID tags belongs to the 
same group associated With the operating reader. 

[0033] In this example, it is assumed that each RFID 
reader 21a-21n can cause interference only to its immediate 
or adjacent neighbors. Group information is listed in table 
50. In this example, Group 1, associated With RFID reader 
21a (Reader 1), comprises RFID reader 2111 (Reader 8), 
RFID reader 21a (Reader 1) and RFID reader 21b (Reader 
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2). Group 2, associated With RFID reader 21b (Reader 2), 
comprises RFID reader 21a (Reader 1), RFID reader 21b 
(Reader 2) and RFID reader 21c (Reader 3). Group 3, 
associated With RFID reader 21c (Reader 3), comprises 
RFID reader 21b (Reader 2), RFID reader 21c (Reader 3) 
and RFID reader 21d (Reader 4). Group 4, associated With 
RFID reader 21d (Reader 4), comprises RFID reader 21c 
(Reader 3), RFID reader 21d (Reader 4), and RFID reader 
216 (Reader 5). Group 5, associated With RFID reader 216 
(Reader 5), comprises RFID reader 21d (Reader 4), RFID 
reader 216 (Reader 5), and RFID reader 21f (Reader 6). 
Group 6, associated With RFID reader 21f (Reader 6), 
comprises RFID reader 216 (Reader 5), RFID reader 21f 
(Reader 6) and RFID reader 21g (Reader 7). Group 7, 
associated With RFID reader 21g (Reader 7), comprises 
RFID reader 21f (Reader 6), RFID reader 21g (Reader 7), 
and RFID reader 2111 (Reader 8). Group 8, associated With 
RFID reader 2111 (Reader 8), comprises RFID reader 21g 
(Reader 7), RFID Reader 2111 (Reader 8) and RFID reader 
21a (Reader 1). 

[0034] A backoff technique is used to resolve contention 
among different RFID readers 21 to communicate With 
RFID tags. A long backoff period 51 is used When there are 
no RFID readers 21 currently operating in the same group. 
Long backoff period 51 alloWs RFID readers 21 Within the 
same group to have higher priority to transmit, so that the 
reader operations of the same group are less likely to be 
disrupted by the operations of RFID readers 21 in a different 
group. For example, long backoff period 51 can be in the 
range of about 5 milliseconds to about 10 milliseconds 
seconds. An exponential backoff algorithm can also be 
applied to the long backoff period 51. For RFID readers 21 
in the same group, a short backoff period 54 can be obtained 
from short backoff tables 501-503. For example, short 
backoff period 54 can be in the range of about 0 milliseconds 
to about 5 milliseconds seconds. 

[0035] Short backoff tables 501-503 contain backoff val 
ues related to the interference levels caused by each RFID 
readers 21 to its neighboring readers. For example, short 
backoff table 502 residing in RFID reader 21b (Reader 2) 
shoWs that RFID reader 21c (Reader 3) detects more tag data 
than RFID reader 21a (Reader 1) does While RFID reader 
21b (Reader 2) is reading the RFID tags. In this case, RFID 
reader 21b (Reader 2) Waits for short backoff time 54 of 1 
milliseconds after RFID reader 21a (Reader 1) ceases its 
operation and short backoff time 54 of 2 milliseconds after 
RFID reader 21c (Reader 3) ?nishes its operation. 

[0036] RFID readers 21a-21n receive an event for starting 
a read/Write operation. After all RFID readers 21a-21n 
receive the event for starting a read/Write operation, each of 
RFID readers 21a-21n performs a long backoff period 51. 
After long backoff period 51, RFID reader 21a (Reader 1), 
RFID reader 21c (Reader 3), and RFID reader 21f (Reader 
6) begin read/Write operation 52. RFID reader 21b (Reader 
2) is part of Group 2 having RFID reader 21a (Reader 1) and 
RFID reader 21c (Reader 3) as members. Therefore, RFID 
reader 21b (Reader 2) Waits in block 53 until both RFID 
reader 21a (Reader 1) and RFID reader 21c (Reader 3) 
complete their operations. 

[0037] RFID reader 21d (Reader 4) is part of Group 4 
having RFID reader 21c (Reader 3) and RFID reader 216 
(Reader 5) as members. RFID reader 21d (Reader 4) Waits 
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in block 54 for RFID reader 21c (Reader 3) to complete its 
operation in block 59. RFID reader 216 (Reader 5) is part of 
Group 5 having RFID reader 21d (Reader 4), and RFID 
reader 21f (Reader 6) as members. RFID reader 216 (Reader 
5) waits in block 55 until RFID reader 21f (Reader 6) 
completes its operation. After RFID reader 21f (Reader 6) 
?nishes its operation, RFID reader 216 (Reader 5) performs 
short backoff window 54 and ?nds that RFID reader 21d 
(Reader 4) is communicating with RFID tags. Accordingly, 
RFID reader 216 (Reader 5) waits in block 56 until RFID 
reader 21d (Reader 4) completes it operation. RFID reader 
21g (Reader 7) is part of Group 7 having RFID reader 21f 
(Reader 6) and RFID reader 2111 (Reader 8) as members. 
RFID reader 21g (Reader 7) waits in block 57 for RFID 
reader 21f (Reader 6) and RFID reader 2111 (Reader 8) to 
complete their operations. RFID reader 2111 (Reader 8) is 
part of group 8 having RFID reader 21g (Reader 7) and 
RFID reader 21a (Reader 1) as members. RFID reader 2111 
(Reader 8) waits in block 58 for RFID reader 21a (Reader 
1) to cease its operation. Thereafter, RFID reader 2111 
(Reader 8) performs short backoff window 54 before starting 
operation 52. 

[0038] FIG. 6 is a state diagram of RFID reader 21. RFID 
reader 21 stays in IDLE state 60 after powering up. RFID 
reader 21 moves to NETWORKING state 61 if it receives a 
networking command or a trigger from an eXternal device, 
such as a push button, of RFID reader 21. Networking state 
61 is used to execute necessary tasks to form RFID reader 
network 29. After RFID reader 21 completes the networking 
process, it returns to IDLE state 60. If RFID reader 21 
receives an operation command generated by a server or 
external devices, such as motion detectors, RFID reader 21 
moves to OPERATION state 62. In operation state 62, RFID 
reader 21 runs tasks including read and write of data to RFID 
tags. 

[0039] FIG. 7 is a How chart of an embodiment of a RFID 
reader 21 read/write task in RFID reader 21 OPERATION 
state 62. The task starts from Step 700 and waits for long 
backoff window 51 in Step 701. In Step 702, the task checks 
whether any other RFID readers are in Tag Operation (TO) 
mode by detecting incoming TO packets from the other 
readers in the same group. If there is one or more TO 
packets, the task waits for the End of Tag Operation (ETO) 
packets or Cancellation of Tag Operation (CTO), which are 
sent from other RFID readers in the same group in Step 703. 
Thereafter, in Step 704, the task takes a short backoff period 
based on the value in the backoff table if one or more of its 
neighboring readers are just ?nishing their operations and 
then goes back to Step 702. 

[0040] If no TO packets are received in Step 702, the task 
sends at least one TO packet to the other RFID readers 21 
in the same group in Step 705. Thereafter, the task waits for 
a short period of time in the range of microseconds in Step 
706. In Step 707, the task checks if there is any collision due 
to receiving TO packets from other RFID readers 21 in the 
group. If there is any collision, the task moves to Step 713 
for sending at least one Cancellation of Tag Operation 
(CTO) packet to the neighboring RFID readers 21. If there 
is not any collision, the task moves to Step 708 to commu 
nicate with RFID tags, such as by sending read/write com 
mands. In Step 709, at least one End of Tag Operation (ETO) 
packet is sent when the task completes the tag operation. 
After receiving the at least one ETO packet, other neigh 
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boring RFID readers 21 send tag information, such as tag 
IDs and number of tags, detected by them to the task in Step 
710. The task uses this tag information to estimate the 
interference levels and sends adjustment information to each 
neighboring RFID reader 21 in the same group in Step 711. 
The interference levels of each RFID reader 21 to other 
neighboring members in the same group is typically pro 
portional to the number of tags detected by these readers 
while it is in operation. Each neighboring RFID reader 21 
uses the adjustment information to update its short backoff 
table. The task ends in Step 712. 

[0041] FIG. 8 is a How chart of a listen task in RFID 
reader 21 OPERATION state 62. The task starts from Step 
80 and waits for an event of the detection of either a TO 
packet or an event to end the listen task in Step 81. If a TO 
packet is received in Step 82, the task instructs RFID reader 
21 to synchroniZe with other RFID reader 21 in transmission 
and listen to tag responses until a ETO packet is received in 
Step 84. The task then forwards the information of detected 
tags to RFID reader 21 just ?nishing transmission in Step 85. 
The task receives the group adjustment information to 
update the short backoff table in Step 86 and goes back to 
Step 81 to wait for the following events. If the task receives 
an end of listen event in Step 83, the task ends in Step 87. 

[0042] FIG. 9 is a How chart of a networking task in RFID 
reader 21 NETWORKING state 61. The task starts from 
Step 90 and sends a read command to a network tag that 
contains network information in Step 91. For eXample, the 
network information can be an ID and IP address. In Step 92, 
the task waits for a network tag response or a time out. The 
task determines if a valid network tag response was received 
in Step 93. If the tag response is not a valid network tag or 
a timeout event occurs in Step 92, the task goes to Step 96 
and broadcasts the RFID reader ID as an independent reader. 
If the task detects a valid network tag in Step 93, it sends an 
identi?cation of the RFID reader 21 and network informa 
tion to server 22 in Step 94. In Step 95, the task receives the 
short backoff table from the server. The task ends in Step 97. 

[0043] It is to be understood that the above-described 
embodiments are illustrative of only a few of the many 
possible speci?c embodiments, which can represent appli 
cations of the principles of the invention. Numerous and 
varied other arrangements can be readily devised in accor 
dance with these principles by those skilled in the art without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A RFID system comprising: 

a plurality of RFID readers; 

network means for networking said plurality of RFID 
readers; and 

means for avoiding interference among said plurality of 
RFID readers; 

wherein each of said plurality of RFID readers are oper 
ated in sequence or simultaneously with other ones of 
said plurality of RFID readers for avoiding interfer 
ence. 

2. The RFID system of claim 1 wherein said means for 
avoiding interference comprises: 

a group table at each of said plurality of RFID readers, 
said group table comprising at least one entry of at least 
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one neighboring one of said plurality of RFID readers 
that can provide interference and each of said RFID 
readers is operated to transmit if none of said at least 
one neighboring one of said plurality of RFID readers 
of said at least one entry in said group table is in a 
transmission mode. 

3. The RFID system of claim 2 Wherein said RFID reader 
has said group table, Wherein each of neighboring one of 
said plurality of RFID readers sends at least one tag opera 
tion (TO) packet to each of said at least one neighboring one 
of said plurality of group readers of said at least one entry 
in said group table before communicating With a RFID tag. 

4. The RFID system of claim 3 Wherein each of neigh 
boring one of said plurality of RFID readers sends at least 
one end of tag operation (ETO) packet after communication 
is completed With said RFID tag. 

5. The RFID system of claim 4 further comprising: 

a short backoff table at each of said plurality of RFID 
readers; 

said short backoff table comprising at least one short 
backoff value determined from said interference levels 
of said at least one neighboring one of said plurality of 
RFID readers, 

Wherein each of said RFID readers is operated to transmit 
after said at least one short backoff value. 

6. The RFID system of claim 5 Wherein said short backoff 
table is updated after receiving an end of tag operation 
(ETO) packet and RFID tag information detected by other of 
said at least one neighboring one of said plurality of RFID 
readers. 

7. The RFID system of claim 1 Wherein said interference 
level of said operating reader to each of said plurality of 
RFID readers is proportional to the number of detected 
RFID tags by said each of said plurality of RFID readers 
While said operating reader is communicating With said 
RFID tags. 

8. The RFID system of claim 1 Wherein said netWorking 
means comprises: 

a netWork backbone connecting said plurality of RFID 
readers; and 

processing means for processing netWork information and 
tag data. 

9. The system of claim 1 Wherein if tWo of said RFID 
readers are operated to transmit one of said tWo of said RFID 
readers operated to transmit Which has recently had said at 
least one neighboring one of said plurality of RFID readers 
of said at least one entry in said group table in a transmission 
mode is operated to transmit before said other one of said 
tWo of said RFID readers operated to transmit. 

10. Amethod of operating a RFID system comprising the 
steps of: 

a. establishing a netWork of a plurality of RFID readers; 

b. forming a RFID reader group by estimating an inter 
ference level betWeen each of said plurality of RFID 
readers; and 

c. operating said plurality of RFID readers in sequence or 
simultaneously With other ones of said plurality of 
RFID readers based on said determined interference 
level. 
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11. The method of claim 10 further comprising the steps 
of: 

Wherein in said step c. each of said RFID readers is 
operated to transmit if none of other ones of said 
plurality of RFID readers in said group is in a trans 
mission mode. 

12. The method of claim 11 further comprising the steps 
of: 

said RFID reader that is operated to transmit sends to said 
other ones of said plurality of RFID readers in said 
group at least one tag operation (TO) packet before 
starting to communicate With a RFID tag and at least 
one end of tag operation (ETO) packet after commu 
nication is completed With said RFID tag. 

13. The method of claim 12 Wherein said other ones of 
said plurality of RFID readers in said group listen for said at 
least one tag operation (TO) packet and Wait for said at least 
one end of tag operation (ETO) packet or cancellation of tag 
operation (CTO) before communicating With an RFID tag. 

14. The method of claim 13 further comprising the step of: 

establishing a short backoff table at each of said plurality 
of RFID readers; 

said short backoff table comprising at least one short 
backoff value determined from said interference levels 
of said plurality of RFID readers, 

Wherein in said step c. said each of said RFID readers is 
operated to transmit after said at least one short backoff 
value. 

15. The method of claim 14 further comprising the step of: 

updating said short backoff table after receiving an end of 
tag operation (ETO) packet and RFID tag information 
from said plurality of RFID readers in said group. 

16. The method of claim 14 further comprising the steps 
of: 

checking for collisions due to receiving said at least tag 
operation (TO) packets from said other RFID readers in 
said group; and 

if there is a collision, sending a cancellation tag operation 
(CTO) to said other RFID readers in said group. 

17. The method of claim 11 Wherein said step of estab 
lishing a group of said plurality of RFID readers comprises 
the steps of: 

sequentially operating each of said plurality of RFID 
readers to read a group of tags as an operating RFID 

reader; 
instructing other ones of said RFID readers in said net 
Work to synchroniZe to said operating RFID reader; 

listening for tag responses of said other ones of said 
plurality of RFID readers; 

sending tag information of said tags responses to said 
operating RFID reader; and 

using said tag information detected by other ones of said 
RFID readers to establish said group such that any 
RFID readers that detects said tag responses from the 
operations betWeen the operating RFID reader and 
RFID tags belongs to the same group associated With 
said operating RFID reader. 
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18. The method of claim 10 wherein said interference 
level is proportional to the number of detected RFID tags by 
said each of said plurality of RFID readers While said 
operating reader is communicating With said RFID tags. 

19. The method of claim 10 Wherein in said step a, each 
of said plurality of RFID reader are in an IDLE state until 
receiving a netWork command or a trigger from an eXternal 
device and after receiving said netWork command or trigger 
moving said RFID reader into a NETWORKING state. 

20. The method of claim 19 Wherein said RFID reader in 
said NETWORKING state reads a netWork RFID tag com 
prising netWork information and sends said RFID reader 
identi?cation and netWork information of said RFID reader 
in said NETWORKING state to a server connected to said 
netWork. 

21. The method of claim 19 Wherein step c. further 
comprises the steps of: 

moving one of said RFID readers into an OPERATION 
state if said one of said RFID readers receives an 
operation command. 

22. The method of claim 21 Wherein said operation 
command is generated by a netWork server or an eXternal 
device. 
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23. Amethod for improving RFID tag detection in a RFID 
system comprising the steps of: 

synchroniZing at least one RFID reader to a RFID trans 

mitting reader; 

simultaneously listening at each said synchroniZed at least 
one RFID reader to RFID tag responses; 

forWarding said RFID tag responses to said transmitting 
reader; and 

operating said transmitting reader based on said RFID tag 
responses. 

24. The method of claim 23 Wherein said at least one 
RFID reader is synchroniZed to said RFID transmitting 
reader based on a level of interference betWeen said at least 
one RFID reader and said transmitting reader. 

25. The method of claim 24 Wherein said interference 
level is proportional to a number of detected RFID tags by 
said at least one RFID reader. 


