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(57) ABSTRACT 

The apparatus for transferring loose material from an 
unloading station located at a ?rst, upper level to a receiving 
station located at a second, loWer level, comprises a ?exible 
pipe for the passage of the loose material, the pipe having an 
aXis of extension and a ?rst end connected to the unloading 
station and a second end connected to the receiving station. 
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APPARATUS FOR TRANSFERRING LOOSE 
MATERIAL 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates to an apparatus for 
transferring loose material. 

[0002] In particular, the present invention relates to an 
apparatus Which can be used in the chemical and/or phar 
maceutical and/or food sector and in any other sector Which 
requires the unloading of containers holding loose material, 
consisting of poWders, pellets, tablets, capsules or similar 
products. 
[0003] The above-mentioned containers are emptied at an 
unloading station, located at an upper level, the material 
contained in the containers is transferred from the unloading 
station to a collection station located at a loWer level. The 
collection station comprises a receptacle, for example a tank 
or hopper connected to a treatment unit Where the loose 
material is subject to subsequent processing. 

[0004] The height difference betWeen the above-men 
tioned levels is such that it alloWs the container to be 
emptied by the action of gravity. 

[0005] For the loose material to ?oW from the upper 
container to the loWer receptacle the use of a cylindrical 
tubular element is knoWn, connecting the tWo levels. A 
tubular bag or ?exible pipe With its upper and loWer ends 
respectively connected to the unloading outlet of the con 
tainer and the loading inlet of the receptacle is inserted 
coaxially in the tubular element. 

[0006] The container is emptied by the loose material 
passing through the ?exible pipe, Which must be connected 
to both the container and the receptacle in a substantially 
hermetic fashion, so that no loose material poWders can 
escape. Diffusion of the poWders in the environment must be 
contained as far as possible, above all if the poWders consist 
of chemical compounds or substances that are not easily 
degradable in the environment and/or constitute a potential 
health risk. 

[0007] An important problem is the possibility that the 
loose material, as it passes from the upper container to the 
loWer tank through the above-mentioned ?exible pipe, 
Which is normally very long, may lose its homogeneity due 
to separation of its components. 

[0008] This disadvantage is particularly bad When the 
material consists of poWders; indeed, separation or demixing 
of the various components of Which the poWders are con 
stituted may easily occur When a signi?cant mass of poWder 
rapidly falls along the ?exible pipe. 

[0009] Another disadvantage linked to rapid passage 
through the ?exible pipe is the possibility that pellets or 
tablets may deteriorate due to the excessive speed reached at 
the end of the pipe. 

[0010] To overcome the above-mentioned disadvantages, 
systems have been produced in Which, before the intercep 
tion parts located at the upper container outfeed are opened, 
part of the ?exible pipe is blocked by a clamping part 
designed to slide vertically in both directions along the 
?exible pipe. When the container outfeed interception parts 
are opened, the mass of loose material Which enters the 
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?exible pipe does not suddenly travel the considerable drop 
betWeen the upper container and the loWer receptacle. 
Instead, it stops immediately at the narroWing in the ?exible 
pipe caused by the clamping part. The clamping part then 
begins moving doWnWards, sliding in contact With the 
?exible pipe and gradually opening the progressively larger 
portion of the ?exible pipe above it. As a result, the ?exible 
pipe is gradually ?lled With the loose material, until, When 
the clamping part arrives close to the loWer receptacle, it is 
de?nitively opened and the poWders can freely begin to ?oW 
toWards the loWer receptacle. 

[0011] A second type of system designed to overcome the 
above-mentioned disadvantages has a tubular bag With one 
end connected to an outfeed opening of the container 
holding the loose material and the other end connected to the 
user unit loWer doWn. There is a valve element connected to 
the outfeed opening, and a plurality of interception elements 
set at intervals from one another along the length of the bag 
are connected to the tubular bag. Each interception element 
is designed to change the siZe of the passage inside the pipe 
betWeen a passage closed condition and a maximum opening 
condition. 

[0012] The interception elements are activated by respec 
tive actuator means so that they gradually open in succession 
from top to bottom, alloWing the loose material to gradually 
descend along the tubular bag, until it reaches the user unit, 
under the action of gravity. 

[0013] Although they guarantee good operation, the 
knoWn solutions described above are not Without disadvan 
tages. 

[0014] A ?rst disadvantage of the above-mentioned 
knoWn solutions is the fact that both are characteriZed by 
large dimensions in the portion of the system betWeen the 
upper container and the loWer tank. 

[0015] Another disadvantage is the extreme structural 
complexity of the knoWn systems, Which also require com 
plicated control and command apparatuses for their man 
agement. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0016] The aim of the present invention is to provide an 
apparatus for transferring loose material Which is free of the 
disadvantages listed above and Which is, at the same time, 
functional, easy and economical to make and practical and 
effective to use. 

[0017] The technical features of the present invention, in 
accordance With the above-mentioned aim, are clearly 
described in the claims herein, in particular claim 1 and, 
preferably, any of the claims directly or indirectly dependent 
on claim 1. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0018] The advantages of the present invention are more 
clearly illustrated in the detailed description Which folloWs, 
With reference to the accompanying draWings, Which illus 
trate a preferred embodiment Without limiting the scope of 
application, and in Which: 

[0019] FIG. 1 is a schematic side elevation vieW of an 
apparatus for transferring loose material in accordance With 
the present invention, during an operating step; 
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[0020] FIGS. 2, 3, 4 and 5 are respective side elevation 
vieWs of the apparatus illustrated in FIG. 1 in three different 
con?gurations relative to different operating steps. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0021] With reference to the accompanying drawings, the 
numeral 1 denotes as a Whole an apparatus for transferring 
a loose material 2 from a station 3 for unloading a container 
not illustrated to a receiving station 4. 

[0022] The unloading station 3 is located at a ?rst, upper 
level L1 and the receiving station 4 is located at a second, 
loWer level L2. 

[0023] A rigid pipe 5, advantageously made of polycar 
bonate or other transparent material, connects the stations 3 
and 4 extending vertically along its central axis A. 

[0024] The apparatus 1 comprises a supporting structure 6 
connected to a portion 7 of a ?oor made of brickwork or 
other material. 

[0025] The accompanying draWings illustrate a non-lim 
iting example in Which there is a difference in the height of 
a material unloading station and a relative receiving station 
and in Which the material is basically transferred by gravity. 

[0026] At the ?rst level L1 the structure 6 comprises a cup 
8 for positioning a container, not illustrated, and, concentric 
With the cup 8, a ?rst hopper 9 designed to engage in a 
container access opening. 

[0027] The ?rst hopper 9 comprises a cylindrical portion 
9a Which is connected, by an airtight connecting part 10, to 
an upper end 11a of a ?rst rigid tubular element 11. 

[0028] At a loWer end 11b, longitudinally opposite the 
upper end 11a, a ?rst end 12a of a ?exible pipe 12 is ?tted 
to the ?rst tubular element 11. 

[0029] The ?exible pipe 12 is located inside the rigid pipe 
5 and extends longitudinally along the latter’s central axis A. 

[0030] Therefore, the central axis Aof the rigid pipe 5 also 
forms a central axis of extension for the ?exible pipe 12. 

[0031] The ?rst end 12a of the ?exible pipe is secured to 
the ?rst tubular element 11 by an airtight elastic locking ring 
13. 

[0032] A radial clamping clip 14 is mounted on the center 
of the elastic ring 13. 

[0033] A toothed ?ange 15 is ?xed coaxially on the 
outside of the ?rst tubular element 11. 

[0034] The toothed ?ange 15 is rotatably supported by a 
thrust block 16, in turn supported by a portion 6a of the 
supporting structure 6. 

[0035] At the unloading station 3, the apparatus 1 also 
comprises a motor 17, advantageously of the electric type, 
With a rotary shaft 18 positioned parallel With the axis A. 
Alternatively, the motor 17 may be of the pneumatic or 
hydraulic or another type. A toothed pinion 19 is ?tted to the 
shaft 18, the pinion engaging With the above-mentioned 
toothed ?ange 15. 
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[0036] At its upper end 5a, the rigid pipe 5 has an outer 
edge 20 on Which a portion of the elastic ring 13 rests and 
makes contact. 

[0037] The rigid pipe 5 also comprises, beloW the outer 
edge 20, a ring-shaped portion 21 Which is removably 
attached to the supporting structure 6 to support the pipe 5. 

[0038] The rigid pipe 5 has a loWer end 5b, longitudinally 
opposite the upper end 5a according to the axis A. 

[0039] At the loWer end 5b, the rigid pipe 5 is ?xed to a 
block 22 Which is, in turn, connected to a cylindrical sleeve 
23. 

[0040] The apparatus 1 comprises a second hopper 24 
Which is rigidly connected to the cylindrical sleeve 23 and 
is designed to convey the loose material 2 toWards a treat 
ment unit or receptacle, schematically illustrated With a 
block 25 in the accompanying draWings. 

[0041] Located inside the cylindrical sleeve 23, the appa 
ratus 1 comprises a second rigid tubular element 26. 

[0042] Similarly to What is described above With reference 
to the ?rst rigid tubular element 11, a second end 12b of the 
?exible pipe 12 is ?tted to the second rigid tubular element 

[0043] The second end 12b of the ?exible pipe 12 is 
secured to the second tubular element 26 by an airtight 
elastic locking ring 13 and a relative radial clamping clip 14 
is mounted on the ring 13. 

[0044] A tubular joint 27 With variable extension is 
inserted betWeen the second hopper 24 and the second rigid 
tubular element 26, the joint designed to change its exten 
sion along the axis A according to any second tubular 
element 26 movements along the axis A, as described in 
more detail beloW. 

[0045] Advantageously, the tubular joint 27 With variable 
extension is an elastic joint. 

[0046] According to alternative embodiments of the 
invention Which are not illustrated, the elastic joint is 
substituted by a telescopic joint. 

[0047] At the block 22 there is a diaphragm part 28 
designed to clamp the ?exible pipe 12 radially from the 
outside inWards. 

[0048] The diaphragm part 28 is of the substantially 
knoWn type and therefore is only illustrated schematically in 
the accompanying draWings. 

[0049] Therefore, for the apparatus 1, the diaphragm part 
28 forms means 29 for blocking the ?exible pipe 12, 
designed to clamp the pipe 12. 

[0050] The apparatus 1 also comprises a unit 30 for 
sealing the ?exible pipe 12, the unit 30 being supported by 
a vertical supporting column 31, extending from the sup 
porting structure 6. 

[0051] The sealing unit 30 is designed to engage With the 
?exible pipe 12 at an intermediate position betWeen the 
diaphragm part 28 and the second rigid tubular element 26. 

[0052] The apparatus 1 comprises a control and command 
unit, schematically illustrated With a block 32 in the accom 
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panying drawings, for managing the apparatus and Whose 
operation is described in greater detail below. 

[0053] The control and command unit 32 is connected to 
the electric motor 17. 

[0054] The toothed ?ange 15 and the toothed pinion 19 
form, for the apparatus 1, means 33 for the transmission of 
motion betWeen the electric motor 17 and the ?rst tubular 
element 11. 

[0055] According to an embodiment of the present inven 
tion not illustrated, the transmission means 33 comprise a 
Wheel, ?tted to the rotary shaft 18 of the motor 17, in place 
of the toothed pinion 19, and a ?exible transmission part for 
transmitting motion from the motor 17 to the ?ange 15, 
Which in this case is not a toothed ?ange. 

[0056] The ?rst and second rigid tubular elements 11, 26, 
together With the motor 17 and the motion transmission 
means 33 form, for the apparatus 1, ?exible pipe 12 tWisting 
means 34. 

[0057] In practice, in the initial con?guration illustrated in 
FIG. 1 and according to a substantially knoWn technique, 
the ?exible pipe 12 is inserted inside the rigid pipe 5, With 
its ends 12a, 12b connected in a airtight fashion respectively 
to the ?rst and the second tubular elements 11, 26. 

[0058] Starting With the con?guration in FIG. 1, the 
control and command unit 32 activates the electric motor 17 
Which, by means of the pinion 19 and ?ange 15, causes the 
?rst tubular element 11 to rotate about the axis A, in a ?rst 
direction of rotation. 

[0059] During said rotation of the ?rst tubular element 11, 
the ?exible pipe 12, connected to its by its ?rst end 12a, is 
subjected to tWisting Which Winds it around on itself, gradu 
ally reducing its internal volume and cross-section. 

[0060] As illustrated in FIG. 2, folloWing the relative 
rotation of the tubular elements 11 and 26, at least one 
portion 35 of the ?exible pipe 12 substantially has the shape 
of a cord tWisted or Wound on itself and such that it prevents 
the passage of any material inside it. 

[0061] The portion 35 normally starts to form from a 
central Zone of the pipe 12 relative to its longitudinal 
extension, then extends on both sides toWards its ends 12a 
and 12b. 

[0062] When the longitudinal extension of the portion 35 
reaches a predetermined level, the control and command unit 
32 stops the motor 17 and With it rotation of the ?rst tubular 
element 11. 

[0063] The diaphragm part 28, advantageously activated 
by the control and command unit 32, clamps the ?exible 
pipe 12 in the above-mentioned closed con?guration in 
Which the passage of any material inside it is inhibited. 

[0064] The condition just described is substantially that 
illustrated in FIG. 2. 

[0065] Starting from the con?guration illustrated in FIG. 
2, according to methods that are knoWn and therefore not 
illustrated or described in detail, the unloading station 3 is 
supplied With the loose material 2 from a container not 
illustrated in the accompanying draWings. 
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[0066] As illustrated in FIG. 3, the loose material 2 begins 
?oWing doWnWards, inside the ?exible pipe 12. 

[0067] Simultaneously With the descent of the material 
along the ?exible pipe 12 and to alloW said descent, the 
control and command unit 32 activates the motor 17 so that, 
using the transmission means 33, it causes the ?rst tubular 
element 11 to rotate in a direction of rotation opposite to that 
of the ?rst direction of rotation previously used to Wind the 
pipe 12. 

[0068] In other Words, there is controlled unWinding of the 
?exible pipe 12, alloWing the pipe 12 to gradually ?ll With 
loose material 2. 

[0069] In FIG. 4, the ?exible pipe 12 is illustrated in a 
con?guration in Which, With the diaphragm part 28 in the 
clamping position, it is substantially as full as it can get. 

[0070] The function of the diaphragm part 28 is basically 
to ensure that the ?exible pipe 12 unWinds from the top 
doWnWards, preventing it from unWinding on both sides, 
that is to say, from both ends. 

[0071] Another function of the diaphragm part 28 is, once 
the pipe is ?lled to a predetermined level, to prevent the 
?exible pipe 12 from unWinding independently, irrespective 
of the rotation of the upper tubular element 11, due to the 
thrust generated by the mass of loose material 2 present in 
the pipe 12. 

[0072] Such an occurrence Would introduce unWanted 
causes of uncertainty in transfer processes Which are often 
extremely delicate and so require strict and effective control. 
Moreover, such automatic unWinding could be too sudden 
and could create an excessive drop, to the second hopper 24, 
for the material 2 descending along the ?exible pipe 12. 

[0073] Advantageously, to avoid such disadvantages, the 
diaphragm part 28 Was introduced and positioned close to 
the second tubular element 26 so that, When the part 28 is 
opened, there is a limited drop for the loose material 2 
present in the ?exible pipe 12. 

[0074] FIG. 5 illustrates a con?guration in Which the 
?exible pipe 12 is completely open, With the loose material 
2 ?oWing directly from the unloading station 3, located at 
the upper level L1, to the receiving station 4, located at the 
loWer level L2. 

[0075] The con?guration just described represents a con 
dition in Which the transfer of loose material 2 betWeen the 
stations 3 and 4 is up to speed. 

[0076] Once the transfer of loose material 2 is complete, 
and the material 2 has ?nished ?oWing along the ?exible 
pipe 12, the sealing unit 30 is moved toWards the ?exible 
pipe 12 and activated to close the loWer Zone of the pipe 12 
by sealing it, using knoWn methods and for knoWn purposes, 
therefore, not described in more detail beloW. 

[0077] Then the sealing unit 30 is moved aWay from the 
?exible pipe 12 according to knoWn methods, not illustrated, 
and after the appropriate valve elements not described in this 
text have been closed, the pipe 12 is removed from inside the 
rigid pipe 5, Without any of the material 2 being dispersed 
into the environment. 

[0078] At this point, the apparatus 1 is designed to receive 
a neW ?exible pipe 12 for feeding a neW loose material 2, 
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Which may be different to the material considered so far, and 
the operating steps described above are repeated. 

[0079] The term twisting means 34 refers to means 
designed to turn the tWo ends 12a, 12b of the ?exible pipe 
relative to one another, in both directions of rotation. 

[0080] In other Words, With reference to the embodiment 
described above, if the ?exible pipe 12 is Wound by anti 
clockWise rotation of the ?rst tubular element 11 relative to 
the second tubular element 26 Which is ?xed, consequently, 
pipe 12 unWinding occurs With rotation of the ?rst tubular 
element 11 in the opposite direction, that is to say, clockWise 
rotation. 

[0081] The tubular joint 27 With variable extension con 
nected to the second rigid tubular element 26 advanta 
geously alloWs changes in ?exible pipe 12 length along the 
direction of the axis A to be compensated, the changes in 
length being a result of the tWisting to Which the pipe 12 is 
subjected. 

[0082] Therefore, the tubular joint 27 forms, for the appa 
ratus 1, means 36 for compensating the change in the length 
of the ?exible pipe 12. 

[0083] Moreover, thanks to its elastic structure, the tubular 
joint 27 advantageously alloWs the ?exible pipe 12 to keep 
its tension Within a predetermined range of values, both 
during Winding, and during unWinding and simultaneous 
?lling, and during the step in Which the loose material 2 
passes through it. Thus, the elastic tubular joint 27 forms, for 
the apparatus 1, means 37 for tensioning the ?exible pipe 12. 

[0084] According to alternative embodiments of the ten 
sioning means 37 not illustrated, the means 37 comprise 
joints With variable extension Which exert a tensioning 
action on the ?exible pipe 12 by gravity. In other Words, the 
joint does not exert an elastic action on the pipe 12. Instead, 
the Weight force of elements of the joint at least partly free 
to move along the axis A is applied to the pipe 12. 

[0085] Advantageously, the presence of the tubular joint 
27 With variable extension connected to the second rigid 
tubular element 26 alloWs the ?exible pipe 12 to maintain its 
tension Within a predetermined range of values, both during 
Winding, and during the unWinding and simultaneous ?lling 
step, and during the step in Which the loose material 2 passes 
through it. 

[0086] Advantageously, in an extremely simple but 
equally effective manner, the apparatus according to the 
present invention prevents the material 2 from demixing or 
being damaged as it is transferred from the unloading station 
3 to the receiving station 4 through the above-mention 
?exible pipe 12. 

[0087] Advantageously, the present invention also alloWs 
the transfer of a loose material 2 from the unloading station 
3 to the receiving station 4 in such a Way that the material 
is completely isolated from the surrounding environment 
and so in such a Way as to prevent unWanted diffusions of 
poWders in the environment. 

[0088] The invention described is suitable for evident 
industrial applications and may be subject to modi?cations 
and variations Without thereby departing from the scope of 
the inventive concept. Moreover, all details of the invention 
may be substituted With technically equivalent elements. 
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1) An apparatus for transferring loose material from an 
unloading station located at a ?rst, upper level to a receiving 
station located at a second, loWer level, comprising a ?exible 
pipe for the passage of the loose material, the pipe having an 
axis of extension and a ?rst end connected to the unloading 
station and a second end connected to the receiving station, 
comprising tWisting means for the ?exible pipe, the tWisting 
means being designed to make the ends of the pipe rotate 
relative to one another about the pipe axis of extension. 

2) The apparatus according to claim 1, comprising block 
ing means designed to clamp the ?exible pipe in a closed 
con?guration in Which the passage of the loose material is 
inhibited, the blocking means acting on the pipe close to the 
second end connected to the receiving station. 

3) The apparatus according to claim 2, Wherein the 
blocking means comprise a diaphragm part, Which can be 
activated at least betWeen a ?rst, clamping con?guration in 
Which the ?exible pipe is substantially blocked and a second, 
open con?guration in Which the ?exible pipe alloWs the 
passage of the loose material and can be tWisted folloWing 
relative rotation of the ends of the pipe. 

4) The apparatus according to any of the claims from 1 to 
3, Wherein the unloading station and the receiving station 
respectively comprise a ?rst and a second rigid tubular 
element, the ends of the ?exible pipe being removably 
attached to the rigid tubular elements. 

5) The apparatus according to claim 4, Wherein the 
tWisting means comprise a motor for rotating at least one of 
the rigid tubular elements relative to the axis, and means for 
transmitting motion betWeen the motor and said at least one 
tubular element. 

6) The apparatus according to claim 5, Wherein the means 
for transmitting motion comprise a ?anged element coaxi 
ally ?xed to the outside of at least one tubular element. 

7) The apparatus according to claim 6, Wherein the means 
for transmitting motion comprise a pinion ?tted to a motor 
rotary shaft, the pinion engaging With the ?anged element. 

8) The apparatus according to claim 6, Wherein the means 
for transmitting motion comprise a Wheel ?tted to a motor 
shaft, the Wheel being kinematically connected to the 
?anged element by a ?exible transmission part. 

9) The apparatus according to any of the claims from 1 to 
3, comprising a sealing unit for the ?exible pipe, the sealing 
unit being designed to seal the pipe in a predetermined 
position located betWeen the ?rst end and the second end. 

10) The apparatus according to claim 4, comprising a unit 
for control and command of the relative rotation of the rigid 
tubular elements, the unit regulating the rotation of at least 
one of the tubular elements to guarantee gradual ?lling of the 
?exible pipe by gravity along the axis. 

11) The apparatus according to claim 5, comprising a unit 
for control and command of the relative rotation of the rigid 
tubular elements, the unit regulatory the rotation of at least 
one of the tubular elements to guarantee gradual ?ling of the 
?exible pipe by gravity along the axis and Wherein the 
control and command unit is connected to and acts on the 
motor. 

12) The apparatus according to claim 4, comprising 
means for compensating the change in the length of the 
?exible pipe along the axis folloWing pipe tWisting. 
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13) The apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the 
means for compensating the change in length comprise a 
tubular joint With variable extension connected to one of the 
rigid tubular elements and designed to change its extension 
along the axis of extension folloWing ?exible pipe tWisting. 

14) The apparatus according to claim 13, Wherein the 
tubular joint With variable extension is an elastic joint. 

15) The apparatus according to claim 13, Wherein the 
tubular joint With variable extension is a telescopic joint. 

16) The apparatus according to claim 1, comprising 
means for tensioning the ?exible pipe. 
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17) The apparatus according to claim 4, comprising at 
least one elastic ring for airtight locking, to removably 
connected the ends of the ?exible pipe to the rigid tubular 
elements. 

18) The apparatus according to claim 6 comprising a unit 
for control and command of the relative rotation of the rigid 
tubular elements, the unit regulatory the rotation of at least 
one of the tubular elements to guarantee gradual ?ling of the 
?exible pipe by gravity along the axis and Wherein the 
control and command unit is connected to and acts on the 
motor. 


