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This invention relates to a clamp useful for hanging 
pictures by temporarily engaging the picture wire prior 
to attachment to permanent fastening means carried by 
the picture frame. 
The clamp of the present invention is useful in solving 

the problem of temporarily positioning picture wire when 
stepping back to measure or otherwise, level the picture 
prior to attaching the wire to the fastening provided there 
for on the picture frame. Clamps constructed in accord 
ance with the present invention are especially useful when 
used together with picture hooks constructed in accord 
ance with the invention of my copending application en 
titled Picture Hook executed contemporaneously herewith. 

Accordingly, it is an important object of this invention 
to provide a simple inexpensive clamp which may be used 
to effectively solve the problem of temporarily engaging 
picture wire without the necessity of modifying the pic 
ture frame or its permanent fastening means. 
The construction designed to carry out the invention 

will be hereinafter described, together with other features 
thereof. 
The invention will be more readily understood from a 

reading of the following specification and by reference to 
the accompanying drawing forming a part thereof, where 
in an example of the invention is shown and wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view illustrating a clamp 

for use in hanging pictures constructed in accordance 
with the present invention attached to a permanent eyelet 
carried by the picture frame holding a picture wire, 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged sectional plan view taken 

on the line 2-2 in FIGURE 1, 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged side elevation illustrating 

the clamp, 
FIGURE 4 is a transverse sectional elevation taken on 

the line 4-4 in FIGURE 3, and 
FIGURE 5 is an enlarged transverse sectional eleva 

tion taken on the line 5-5 in FIGURE 4. 
The drawing illustrates a clamp for use in hanging pic 

tures including a flat loop A constructed of resilient mate 
rial adapted to loop around a fastener eye carried by the 
rear of the picture. A reduced and overlapping portion 
B is carried by each free end of the loop. An elongated 
clamping member C is carried by each free end. A lateral 
extension D is integral with each of said clamping mem 
bers extending into opposed relation with the other clamp 
ing member. Each of the clamping members are re 
siliently urged into clamping engagement with the wire 
by the flat loop portion A. Thus, pressure may be ap 
plied to opposite outside portions of the loop releasing 
the resilient force applied to the clamping members urg 
ing them apart. The clamping engagement may be re 
leased until the picture is level and the clamping force 
then applied until the wire is attached. Each of the 
clamping members and their lateral extensions present a 
longitudinal concave inner surface finished to enhance its 
gripping qualities. 
The flat loop A is preferably constructed of spring steel 

of the type used in constructing leaf Springs. The loop 
A is illustrated as being looped through the eye 10 of a 
fastener which is screwed as at 1 into a picture frame 
12. The wire i3 is illustrated as being received between 
the gripping portions formed by the gripping members C 
and their lateral extensions D. It is to be understood 
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that where picture wire is referred to herein, a cord, wire 
or other suitable strand suspension means is contem 
plated. FIGURES 2, 4 and 5 illustrate the concave sur 
faces 14 which are preferably knurled to enhance their 
gripping qualities for engaging the picture wire 13. FIG 
URE 5 illustrates a preferred saw-tooth knurled con 
struction in which the teeth thereof positively grip the 
Strand 3 when a pulling force is exerted in a direction 
to dislodge the strand from the clamp. The strand tends 
to slide over the teeth when pulled in the opposite direc 
tion. 
When a pressure is applied to opposite portions of the 

loop, the resilient force applied to the clamping mem 
bers is released and the clamping members tend to be 
urged apart. The clamping engagement may thus be re 
leased until the picture is level and the clamping force 
then applied until the wire is suitably attached to the 
fastener 11 carried by the rear of the picture frame 12. 
The picture hook construction of my copending applica 
tion described above is also capable of adjustment and 
when using same with the clamp hereof, such adjustment 
may be made with the clamp hereof temporarily position 
ing the strand with respect to its permanent fastening. 
It is advantageous to conclude the adjustment of the pic 
ture hook prior to permanently securing the strand. 
While a preferred embodiment of the invention has 

been described using specific terms, such description is 
for illustrative purposes only, and it is to be understood 
that changes and variations may be made without depart 
ing from the spirit or scope of the following claim. 
What is claimed is: 
A clamp for use in hanging pictures having wire 

adapted to be attached to permanent fastening eyelets and 
the like carried by the picture frame and formed entirely 
of integral material including, a loop constructed of re 
silient material adapted to loop around a fastening eyelet 
carried by the picture frame, a reduced and overlapping 
portion carried by each free end of the loop, an elongated 
clamping member carried by each free end extending in 
opposed relation with each other, the width of each clamp 
ing member being greater than the overlapping portion 
and said clamping members being urged into resilient 
clamping engagement with the wire by said loop, said 
clamping members having a longitudinal concave inner 
surface finished to enhance its gripping qualities through 
a saw-tooth knurled construction, said saw-tooth knurled 
construction comprising a first and a second group of 
parallel rows of elongated projections saw-tooth in cross 
section including longer faces and shorter faces, all of 
the rows being at an acute angle to the side edges of the 
clamping members, the second group of rows being super 
posed on the first group of rows so that the second rows 
cross the first rows at an angle thereby forming a plu 
rality of pyramidal teeth, all the shorter faces being di 
rected toward said loop so that the teeth thereof positively 
grip the wire when a pulling force tending to dislodge the 
wire from the clamp is exerted, whereby a pressure ap 
plied to opposite outside portions of the loop releases the 
resilient force applied to the clamping members and urges 
them apart, and whereby the clamping engagement may 
be released until the picture is level and the clamping 
force then applied until the wire is attached. 
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