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To all whom it may concern. w 
Be it known that I, JOHN A. LANGSTROTH, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city and county of San Francisco, State, of 
California, have invented an Improvement in 
a Combined Card Ledger and Index; and I 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the same. 
My invention relates to a device which I 

term a “combined card ledger and index.” Its object is to permit the keeping of ac 
counts on a series of separate and independ 

15 

ent cards in perfect alphabetical order with 
guide-cards of the same size interposed, be 
tween them in such a manther that they serve 
as index-cards, and also adjustable support 
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ing-partitions. 
... It consists in certain details of construction 
which will be more fully explained by ref 
erence to the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure l is a perspective view showing the 
account-cards supported in a containing-box, 
means for adjusting the supporting - parti 
tions, &c. - Fig. 2 is a transverse section taken 
through the box, showing the sides spread, 
the movable indicator, and its operative-mech 
anism. Fig. 3 is an edge view showing the 
construction of the supporting-partitions with 
the flexible top. Figs. 4 and 5 are modifica 
tions of the manner of securing and adjust 
ing the partitions at different points within 
the box. Fig. 6 shows the arrangement of 
the account and guide cards and index. Fig. 
7 is a tray used in conjunction with the inde 
pendent accounts. 
My invention is designed to provide a simple 

and expeditious means for keeping accounts 
and indexing them, so that they can be rap 
idly found and examined, and closed accounts 
may be removed and new accounts continu 
ally inserted, at the same time retaining the 
proper alphabetical arrangement of these ac 
counts, while saving all the time and labor 
usually expended upon the keeping of an in 
dex. Where the ordinary ledger is employed 
with a large number of accounts, these ac 
counts are written into the ledger frou time 
to Line, as tley occur and an alphabetical 
index (upon which all account-names, as well 
as ledger and folio, have to be entered) is nec 
essary in connection with said ledger. Much 

dinary methods. - 

best for all practical purposes. 
cards C are of the same size as the cards B, roo 

time is lost in examining the index to find the 
accounts and in turning over pages of the 
ledgers for any work that is necessary to be 55 
done upon the open accounts by reason of 
the ever-increasing numberofclosed accounts. 
My invention is designed to save the labor. 

of indexing, the time and labor of handling 
or inspecting closed accounts, much of the 6c 
time and labor spent in opening new or trans 
fer ledgers for old accounts, and the time usu 
ally spent in referring to an index by the or 
A is a box, which may be made of any suit- 65 

able and convenient size and length to con 
tain as many cards as are required for the 
different accounts to be kept; or, if the busi 
ness is large, a number of these boxes may be employed. 
The cards B, upon which the accounts are 

kept, can be made of heavy paper or bristol 
board, or, any material possessing the essen 
tial features of these, together with the quali 
ties of durability, flexibility, and thinness. At 75 
the top of each of the cards are written the 
surname and christiap name of the person 
whose account is kept upon that card. 

For convenience in handling the cards and 
exposing what I term the “guide-cards' C, all 8o 
the cards, except the guide-cards, have a cor 
responding portion cut away at some suitable. 
point, so that the guide-cards, which are not 
cut away, will be exposed within these spaces, 
where the means or other indicative marks 85 
which are employed upon the guide-cards 
can be readily seen at a glance from the front 
of the box. The upper sides of the cards B 
may be cut away in various styles, either at 
the corners or at some one or more points go 
along the top, or preferably at or near a sin 
gle point in the center, as shown in Fig.1. If 
cut away at any other point than the center, 
it will be manifest that the card must be cut 
equidistant from the center upon each side to 95 
allow the card. to be reversed in the box and 
both sides used. For this reason I consider 
that the central cut, as I have shown it, is 

The guide 

so that they do not protrude beyond them, 
and they are only exposed at the point where 
the cut-away portion of the cards B-leaves 
them projecting across the space thusia. 



5 
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where the names or guide-symbols will ap 
pear, so that there are no projecting edges to 
become crirled Qr in utilated, as would be the 
case if the guide-cards projected above the sionally, and for this purpose they are locked 
other cards. The surname may be written 
upon one side of this cut or opening and the 
christian name upon. the othe, and where 
there is a large number of the same surname 
the christian names may be alphabetically 
arranged. The cards are all sufficietly flexi 
ble to allow their tops to give readily to a for 
ward or backward pressure, of the fingers 
when standing vertically with their lower 
portions rigidly supported within the box, so 
that any account may be easily found, first, 
by its position between the guide-cards, and, 
secondly, by running the finger fingers 
over the intermediate cards until tie desired 
one is reached, the flexibility of the whole al 
lowing the tops to be very easily bent suffi 
ciently for this purpose. In order to properly 
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support these cards, I employ rigid adjustable 
partitions D, which preferably extend up 
wardly from the botton-of the blx to a point 
above the middle of its depth, leaving the 
cards projecting above the edges of these 
rigid partitions. . These partitions are intro 
duced at such points as to support a certain 
number or section of the account-cards and 
prevent their leaning over against the adja 
cent sections, and this arrangement allows 
any section or portion of a section to be re 
moved without in any way interfering with 

o 
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any other section or allowing the remaining 
cards to lean over at too great an angle. 
It will be manifest that these rigid parti 
tions may extend up to some point near 
enough to the top of the cards to allow the 
latter to be bent sufficiently over the upper 
edges of the partitions to be easily inspected 
at any time; but I have found that a suitable 
method of constructing these partitions is to 
make the lower half or more rigid and of suf 
ficient thickness, so that the partition may be 
fixie in place wherever desired, while the up 
per portion is made thinner and of some flexi 

So 

at 
5 

ble material, as shown in Fig. 3, and tapered 
toward the top, so that the tapper portion will 
have approximately the same flexibility as 
tle account-cards, and the upper edge of the 
partition being of the same height with the 
upper edge of the cards gives thie whole a 
syn metrical appearance froun. the top. In 
running 9 war tho cards the tops of the parti 
tions may be bent to one side, as shown in 
the drawings, in the same manner as the cards, 
but when released will rise to the vertical 
position again, their elasticity being sufficient 
to overcome the slight lateral pressure of the 
tops of the account-cards which may becaused 
by the latter being placed somewhat loosely 
between the partitions, and not all standing 
absolutely perpendicular. The upper portion 
D' of the partitions D may be made of thin 
flexible rubler, stencil-board, or other mate 
rial suitable for the purpose. As the num 

475,043 

ber of accounts in any section increases or di 
minishes, it will be manifestly necessary to 
change the position of these partitions occa 

in any convenient or suitable manner within 
the case, so as to be readily unlocked and 
shifted. 
As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, each partition D 

has a lug Eat opposite sides, and these lugs 
fit into corresponding grooves or slots F, made 
in the sides of the box. In the bottom of the 
box are made holes or grooves G, in the same . 
vertical plane with the grooves or charinels F, 
and pins H, projecting from the bottom of 
the partitions, enter these holes, so that by 
means of the pinsE and II the partitions are 
firmly held in their vertical position. The 
grooves or openings FG are made as near to 
gether as may be desired along the sides of 85 
the box, so that the partitions can be moved 
to any suitable or convenient distance frot \ 
each other, as required. These partitions 
may be moved in various ways. If, desired, 
the grooves or slots F may be continued to 9o 
the top of the box, and the partitions are 
simply slipped out or in from the top at will, 
or the upper portion of the box could be made 
wide enough to admit them; but in order to 
leave the upper portion of the box sides 95 
smooth and to prevent the cards from catch 
ing or being mutilated, as would be likely is 
be the case if these channels or grooves or 
any portion of them were left exposed at the 

75 

upper end of the box, and to prevent acci- too 
dental displacement of the partitions, I pre 
fer to make them in the form of short curved 
depressions just opposite the pins E, and the 
partitions may be locked in place either as . 
shown in Fig. 1 or Fig. 5. w 
In Fig. l I have shown the upper sides A' 

of the box A as hinged to the lower portion, - 
so that they may open outwardly, and when 
these sides are thus opened outwardly the up 
per edges of the grooves or channels F are 
exposed and opened, so that the partitions D 
may be easily lifted out and moved along to 
any other point and again introduced. When 
the sides A aro closed up, it will be seen that 
the lower edges projecting above the open 
ings F and the lugs E of the partitions serve 
to lock the latter in place and prevent their 
being accidentally removed. 

It will be manifest that various other meth 
ods may be adopted without essentially alter 
ing the character and effect of the partitions. 

In Fig. 5 the upper portion of the box sides 
are thinner than the lower part, and the lock 
ing lugs fit into depressions in this loworpor: 
tion. They are held in plaee by false pieces 
sliding within the upper part of the sides and 
just completing the thickaess to correspond 
with the lower part and make a smooth inner 
surface. . . . . 

In Fig. 4 I have shown a light compressi- is 
ble spring E, fixed within the edges of the 
partitions D, the upper part of the spring 

c. 

2; 
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per sides of the box. When the partition is 
O 

down into place, but will fly out as soon as 

(S 

when the upper sides of the box are bent 
perfectly straight. . . . . . 

no mistake will decurinsetting the partitions. 
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475,043 
curving outwardly, so that it will drop into 
the grooves or channels F in the sides of the 
box. . . . . . . . . . . 
If it is desired to take the partition out, it 

may be lifted and the spring will be forced 
into the depression in the side of the parti 
tion, so as to allow it to slip up along the up 
removed and when it is replaced in either of 
the openings, the spring will renain coul 
pressed while the partition is being pushed 

spaces F. i - 
The first-described method is the simplest, 

because the channels can all be easily seen 

it arrives opposite one of the openings or 

outwardly and the partitions can be put in 
If desired, the channels or openings F and 

G may be correspondingly dumbered, so that 
. The upper sides of the bog may be closed 
automatically in various ways, either by 
springs or by weights. In Fig.2 Ilhave shown 
a weight I, fixed upon the end of an arm J, 
which is secured to one of the sides A'. The 
weight projects into a chamber made in the 
end of a box, so that it in no wise interferes 
with the cards which are in the box, the cham 
ber being of sufficientsize to allow the weight 
to swing within it. When the side Aisturned 
outward, the weight I will be thrown corre 
spondingly upward within the chamber, and 
when the side is released the weight, falling 
down toward the vertical position, will draw 
the side up into its place again. . . . . . 

- When an account is to be removed, I em 
ploy a simple marker or finger K, to indicate 
the place from which the account was renoved. 
This imarker may be fitted to slide-lipon a rod; 
but I..have found it convenient to fit it upon 
the upper edge of one of the sides A', with a 
tonguo or other means for keeping it in place, 
while allowing it to slide readily from end to 
cnd of the box. If it be desired to remove an 
account-card for any purpose, this marker is 
noved along the edge of the box, the latter 
being drawn outward from the edge of the 
cards, as shown in Fig.1, and when the marker 
is opposite the space from which the card is 
ret moved the side is allowed to close up, thus 
forcing the point of the marker between the 
cards, where it will remain until the account is ready to be replaced. 13y this arrangement 
Iain onabled to keep any lumber of accounts, 
whether large or small, constantly in their 
alphabetical order, and the accounts thein 
selves, in connection with the guide-cards, 
serve as their own index. It will be manifest 
that in certain contingencies where a sepa 
rate index is of value snualler cards uay be 
placed in a series of drawers in a cabinet. 
and used as an index alone, guide-cards C be 
ing uscd as previously described; but no par 
titions will bo necessary, the small cards here. 
required being sufficiently supported without 

-3 

the partitions. These cards are so arranged 
that while each card will have the surname 
written in the top, the body of the card, or a lio 

surname. These cards do not need to be re 
versible, and in that case the cut need not be 
located in the center. In a case of this kind 
the cards can be placed somewhat loosely in 

successive number of them, will contain all 
the christian names of the individuals of that 

75 - 

the drawer, so that they are easily opened for . 
inspection. The corners of the cards are pref 
erably rounded to prevent their curling at 
these points. . - a . 

. In connection with the account-cards I use - 
a tray L. This trayis made with sidestapered 
down near one end, and this end is also ta-. 
pered down from the center to thesides, so that 
at the corners this end of the tray is very shal 
low, and when a parcel of cards or accounts 
aro placed one by one in the tray they can be 
easily made even by drawing each against the 
sile and end of the box while placing it there. The opposite end of the tray is cut away or 
tapered down from the sides toward the en go. 
ter, and the botton is cut away at this point 
to facilitate the lifting of the cards out of the 
tray. The tray is preferably supported at an 
angle, resting upon a block which supports it 
from beneath Strips extend along the bottom of the tray to preventitislipping off the block. 
In place of sing a block arms night be 
hinged to the bottom of the tray for its sup port upon one side or the other which arms 
night be folded when the tray is not in use. 
When it is desired to run through the ac 
counts, they are taken from the containing 
box in convenient parcels, placed upon the 
table by the side of the tray, and boweled so 
as to be easily removed, and the operator can 

95. 

too 

ToS 
then write upon or examine each card, after- . 
ward turning it over, face down, into the tray, 
care being taken to retain the hold upon the 
corner of the card until its edges are brought 
in contact with the lower end and side of the 
tray. When all the cards are thus turned 
into the tray, the whole parcel will be found 
perfectly symructrical without any projecting 
edges. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Some device of this nature is absolutely 

accessary to the convenient and safe hand 
ling of the cards when out of the box, since, 

Io 

is 

if turned rapidly one by one upon an open 
table or desk, they would be continually slid 
ing off one auother or even off the desk upon 
the floor. - . . a. 

By reason of the cut-away space in the bot 
tom of the tray at the opposite end it will bo 
easy for the operator to seize the parcel of 
cards by tho top and return it to the box. I25. 

lIaving thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure 
Patent, is- . . - a 

1. An account-card-holding case consisting. 
of a box having clannels in the botton and 
in the central lower portion of the sides, 
transverse partitions with projecting lugs to 
fit these chall nels, and movable continuations 

by Letters 
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of thc sides of the box above the side chan 
nels, whereby the partitions may be locked in 
place in either set of channels, substantially 
as herei described. 

5 2. An account-card-holding case consisting 
of a rectangularbox having channels in trans 
verse planes in the bottom and the lower por-. 
tion of the sides and movable continuations of 
the side channels, transverse partitions with a 

to lower rigid section and an upper flexible con 
tinuation, and lugs upon the rigid portion to 
fit the clhannels in the lower part of the caso 
and hold that part of the partition firm while 
the upper part is free and movable, substan 

15 tially as herein described. 
3. A combined ledger and index consisting 

of the account and guide cards and fixed par 
titions interspersed between then, a box, and 
means whereby said partitions are locked at 
any point within the lower part of the box, 
hiiiged sides extending upwardly from this 
point, and a means for closing said sides auto 
matically against the edges of the cards or 
allowing them to be opened outwardly there 

a5 fron, substantially as hereiu described. 
4. A ledger and index consisting of the ac 

count and guide cards arranged with relation 
to each other, as slown, partitions inter 
spersed between the cards having the lower 

2d 

3o 
portion of a containing box or case, and the 
upper portion made flexible to correspond 
with the cards, a containing back or case hav 
ing the upper portion of the sides hinged, a 

35 finger or blade fitted to travel upon the upper 
edge of the box from end to end, so that it 
may bo introduced between the cards at any 
point, and a weight or spring whereby the 
sides may be automatically closed, so as to 

4O 
herein described. 

5. In conjunction with an account-card 
holding case, the vertically-disposed adjust 
able partitions with rigid lower part and flexi 
ble extensions at the top, combined ledger 
and index cards fitting the case, with their 
upper edges flush with tho flexible tops of 
the partitions and movable from side to side 
therewith, substantially as lucrein described. 

6. In conjunction with an account-card 
holding case, the vortically-disposed adjust 
able partitions with rigid lower part and t \i- 

45 
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portion adapted to be fixed within the lower 

hold the finger in position, substantially as 

ble extensions at the-top, ledger and index 
cards fitting the case, with their upper edges 
flush with the flexible tops of the partitions 55 
and movable therewith, central segmental 
slots made iu the tops of the cards, interme 
diate guide-cards having their tops continu 
ous and flush with the tops of the ledger 
cards, and distinguishing guiding-marks upon 
that portion which is exposed by the seg 
mental slots of the ledger-cards, substantially 
as herein described. 

7. It conjunction with an account-card 
holding case having adjustable flexible parti 
tions and intermediate cards with flush up 
per edges and contrally-disposed guiding 
marks, a series of roversible conbined ledger 
and index cards, each having an individual -. 
name and account upon it, and segmental. 70 
slots made in the center of the tops of these 
cards within which the marks upon the inter 
spersed guide-cards are exposed, substantially 
as herein described. . . . . 

S. A series of ledger andl index cards hav- 75 
ing centrally-located segmental slots made in . 
one of their edges, forming a continuous chan 
incl when the cards are supported on edge if 
the containing-case, transverse guide-cards - 
interspersed among the account-cards, having 8o 
their upper edges continuous and crossing 
the channel, with distinguishing-marks upon 
the portion exposed within the channel, where 
by the account-cards may be reversed with 
out obscuriug tho marks upon the guide 
cards, substantially as lucroin described. 

9. A combined ledger and index consisting 
of a series of cards, each of which serves the 
d^ublepurpose of account and index card, and 
has a central segmental slot in the exposed 
margin, guite-cards intersporsed between 
them, in conjunction with a containing-box, 
with transverso adjust alole partitious having 
the lower end rigid and the upper end lexi 
ble, and means werely said partitions can 
lho readily locked in a y desired position in 
the lo)N, stilist a titly as herein descriled. 

In witness wheri'of have here auto set lay 
a il. 4. 

1 IN A. 1. ANGSTROT. 
W it casses: 

R(IT M. WEA, 
('Ai-S S. M. E.V. N. 
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