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To all whoin @ may concer:

Be it known that I, ALBERT 1. PURDY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Wells-
ville, in the county of Allegany and State of
New York, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Bill-Files, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

This invention relates to that class of bill
files or holders which consist of a back plate
or board and a spring clasp or claspsattached
to the board, whereby the bills or other pa-
pers are clamped against the board.

The object of my invention is to construct
the clasps of the holderinsucha mannerthat
they can be wholly swung out of the way, so
as to leave the entire surface of the board or
back plate clear and unobstructed, so thatthe
bills can be conveniently placed in the file,and
so that the clasps may be manipulated inde-
pendently of eachother,inorder to release the
bills at one end and clasp them at the other
end in looking over the same.

My invention consists of the improvements
which will be hereinafterfully described, and
pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the bill-file,showing the
clasps against the back board in the position
in which they clamp the bills. Tig. 2 is a
similar view, showing the clasps swung away
from the board to clear the same. Fig. 3isa
similar view, showing one of the claspsclosed
against the board and the other thrown over
the end of the board and resting against the
back of the same.

Like letters of reference refer to like parts
in the several figures.

A represents a narrow board or back plate
forming the support against which the bills
are placed, and which is preferably construct-
ed of wood.

B B represent two spring-clasps arranged
near opposite ends of theboard A, and where-
by the bills are held against the board A.
These clasps each consist of a cross-bar b,
adapted to rest upon the bills and provided
with lateral arms ¢ and two branchesd d, ar-
ranged nearly parallel with the arms ¢. The
branches d are connected at their outer ends
to the arms ¢ by spring-coils e and are piv-

oted at their inner ends to the lateral edges
of the board A. The inuer portions of the
branches d are bent inwardly at right angles

shown at ¢’, and are journaled in openings
formed in the lateral edges of the board A,
near the ends thereof. At the inner ends of
these pivot-openings are formed holes %, ex-
tending through the entire thickness of the
board and at right angles to said pivot-open-
ings. The inner ends of the wire pivots d’
are clinched or bent over in the holes d* and
are in this manner securely held inplace. If
desired, the ends of the wire pivots may be
flattened or enlarged in the openings d® to
prevent withdrawal thereof. The coilsetend
to draw the arms ¢ and branches d toward
each other and the cross-bars b against the
board A. The arms ¢ and branches d prefer-
ably cross each other where the ends of the
coils ¢ connect with these parts,as by this
construction the clasps retain their elasticity
for a longer time. The clasps are attached
to the board A solely by the pivots d’ and are
capable of swinging upwardly and outwardly
*over the ends of the board, as shown by full
lines in Fig. 3, so as to entirely clear the front
side of the board A, the cross-bars b of the
clasps resting against the under side or back
of the hoard and thereby holding the clasps
in an open position. . If desired, the clasps
may be held in this position by engaging their
cross-barsin transverse grooves or depressions

| f, formed in the ends of the board A, as shown

in Fig. 2. When the clasps are swung over
the ends of the board and rest against the
back thereof, the face of the board A'is free
and unobstructed and the bills or other pa-
pers can be conveniently placed upon the
board. After the clasps have been thrown
over the ends of the boards the arms and
branches ¢ d may be swung at right angles
to the board, as shown by full lines in Fig.2
and by dotted lines in Fig. 3, in which posi-

hold the bills squarely and evenly upon the
board. After the papers have been put in
the file the cross-bars b are swungforwardly
over the ends of the board, when the coils e
by their reaction will draw the cross-bars in-

tion they serve as guards or guides, which.

to the remaining portions of the branches, as
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wardly against the packageof billsand cause
the cross-bars to elasp the bills and assume
the position shown in TFig. 1. This inward
movement: .of  the: cross-bars when released
also ¢auses the armscand branches d toswing
inwardly toward the board A and occupy &
position adjacent to the lateral edges of the
board, as shewn in Fig. 1. :
When it is desired fo refer:to the.indorse-
ments on the bills without withdrawing them

~from the file, one of the clasps is swung over
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the end of the board to release the bills at one
end, while the bills are held at their opposite
ends against the board by the other clasp, so
asnot to:be withdrawn or displaced in the
fite. :

While examining thebills the armse dare
turned parallel with the edges of: the board,
£0-as to be:out of the way: '

By my improved construction the inner por-
tions of: the clasps: formed by the arms i,
branches. d, and coils e are rendered: capable
of swinging rearwardly beyond the. board A,
giving theclasps considerable range of move-
ment and enabling the same: to: receive rand
clasp a large number of bills, while af the
same time possessing sufficient elasticity to
firmly clasp a small number of bills. v

"To enable the clasps to be: conveniently
manipulated the: cross:bars b are preferably
formed with a. projection, bend, or loop g, as
shownin the right-hand clasps of the: draw-
ings, or, if preferred, the cross-bars may be
brovided with: a plate or finger-piece 5, as
shown inthe left-hand clasps in all the figures.

1f desired, the cross-bars b may be inclosed
in a.thimble or sleeve to strengthen and
stiffen : the  same; which ' permits the use ‘of
lighter or thinner wire in the construection of
the clasps.

The clasps are each preferably constructed

" of a single piece orlength of spring-wire bent

45

to the form shown. :
1t is obvious that the bill-file may be pro-
vided with a single clasp, if desired, but two
are preferably employed, as shown.
I claim as my invention

1. In a bill-file, the combination, with a
board or back: plate, of a spring-clasp com-
posed of a cross-bar bearing against the face
of the board, and lateral arms extending from
opposite ends of:.said cross-bars lengthwise
along the sides of the board and having re-
turn branches arranged below said arms and
pivoted at their outer ori upperi ends to ithe
sides of the board near said :cross-bars, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. In ‘a bill- file, the :combination, with: a
board orback plate, of ‘a spring-clasp com-
posed of a cross-bar bearing against the face
of the:board, lateral arms extending from op-
posite ends of thecross-bar lengthwise along
the sides of ‘the board, branches pivoted: at
their outer or upper ends to opposite sidesof
the board, and coils connecting the lower in-
ner ends of said braneches: with the lower: or
inner ends of the arms; substantially as set
forth:

3. In: a bill file or holder, the combination,
with'a board or back plate provided in itsend
with: a:groove: or: depression f, of a spring:
clasp pivoted to the board andcomposed of a
transverse bar b; adapted to engage :in ‘said
groove and ‘having:at each end a lateral arm
¢. branches d; pivoted at their inner 'ends to
the lateral edges of the board; and spring:
¢oils ¢, connecting the free ‘otuter ends of the
lateral arms ¢:and branches d, substantially
as set forth.

4. In: & bill:file or holder, the combination,
with:the board or back plate A, of 'the clasy
B, formed of a single length of wire and com-
posed of a cross-barb; havinglateral armsce;
branches d d, attached ‘to the' board A and
having theirinnerends bent inwardly to form
pivots d’, and coils e, connecting the outer
ends of said arms and branches,substantially
as set forth.

- Witness my hand this 21st day of Decem-
ber, 1888, '
ALBERT L. PURDY.

‘Witnesses: :

ALFRED S. BROWN,
SAML. THORNTON.
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