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5 | presentity_referred to. 

; in proximity to the seat 81 with a 

2 

has its Width materially less than its.length. 
'{'he slats 12 and 16 are Secured against the 
fianges 8, 9. The bottom 5 in proximity to 
the front, thereof is formed with a length 
wise extending slot, 16, for a purpose tO be 

Secured to the inne1' faces 0f the side Walls 
8. 4 and arranged in proximity to but Spaced 
from the inner' face of the front Wall 2, as 
well as being co-extensive with the latter, are 
channel shaped wertically disposed guide 
rails 1? Which -are oppositely disposed and 
have the channels 18 thereof Oppose each 
Other'. The rails 1f do not project beyond 
the inner side edges of the flanges 8, 9. The 
rails 17, in connection with the front Wall 2 
prOwide a pair of guide channels 19 which are 
co-extensive With the front Wall 2. 

Positiohed within the channels 19 is a we1'- 
tically mowable door 20 which extends acroSS 
the.opening ' and ngrmally açts to.close the 
major portion of said Opening f. The slot 16 
aligns with the channels 19 to permit of the 
passage of the door 20 through said slot 16 
when the door 20 is lowered. The lowe1' end 
Of the door 20 is rounded as indicated at 21.. 
The normal position of the door 20 is that the 
upper end thereof Will be spaced from the 
slat 15 to prOwide an entrance slot 22 to en 
able the mail to be deposited in the casing, 
housing or receptacle 11. The door 20 cen 
trally of its upper end is formed with a key 
hole ' 22 which registers with a keyhole 28 
formed in a reinforcing member 24 which is 
Secured to and extends transwerSely of the 
outer face of the door 20 at the top of the 
latter. The member 24 has its top edge 
flush With the top edge of the door 20. The 
Imermber 24 is of less length than the Width of 
the (door 20 and of a length to correspond 
to the width of the Opening '. The length of 
tlhe membe1' 24 is such that its ends will ride 
again}st the inner side edges of the flanageS 8, 
9 and prevent, the Wobbling of the door 20 
when the latter ' is wertically adjusted rela 
ti we to the front of the casing, housing or 
receptacle 11. · · · · · · · · · 

Secutired to the rear face of the door 20 in 
close proximity to the keyhole 22 is a locking 
mechanism fo1' said door" and which consists 
of 8 block 25 hawing centraliy thereof a werti 

| cally disposed T-shaped grOOwe 29 which ex 
tends from the bottom to the top of the block. 
Slidably mounted in the grOOwe 29 is a flat 

; vertically shiftable releasing member or ele 
Iment for the locking members of the lock 
·ing mechanism. : ''he releasing member or 
element is indicated at 80, notched at its up 
per end as at 81 to prOwide a seat and prOwided 

pair of 
Superposed openings 82, 88 of different con 
tour, and as shown by Way of example in Fig 
.ure 6 the Opening 82 is circular and the Open 
ing 88 polygOnal, the Openings hOWewer can 
be of any shape desired. The opening 82 is 
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employed for the reception of a key belonging 
to the Owner for the purpose of releasing thð 
*** mechanism and the opening 88 is e}}1- 

ployed for the reception of a master key 
which will be hereinafter more specifically re 

· ferred to. The element 80 in proxirmity to its 
loWe1' end is prowided with a pair of Openings 
84 85. ~ 
The block 25 is provided at its side edges 

With a pair of Oppositely extending, bifur 
cated lugs 86, 8f carrying pi wot pins 88, 89 
respectively for curwed locking members 40, 
41 respectiwely. Attached to the element 80, 
at the openings 84,85 are oppositely extend 
ing pull members 41”, 42 respectively which 
at their outer ends, as at 48, 44 respectively 
extend into the locking members 40, 41 re 
Spectively. . Wertically disposed apertured 
lugs 45, 46 are provided on the locking mem 
bers 40, 41 respectively. Attached to the lug::; 
85,46 and the pi wot pins 88, 89 are controlling 
Springs 47,48 respectiWely." ~ 
A casing 25” encloses the locking mecha 

| nism and which is secured to the rear Of dool' 
20. The casing 25” has a top opening 26” for 
paSSage member' 80 and OpeningS 2f^ in itS 
sides for paSSage of locking members 40, 41 
A pi woted door 28^ is arranged at the front of 
the entrance slot or opening for the mail. 
The locking members 40, 41 are adapted to 

engage in SocketS Or Openings 49, 50) re 
Spectively formed in the guide rails 17. The 
Springs 4'f', 48 act to retain the locking mem 
bers 40, 41 within the openings 49, 50 for the 
purpose of locking or latching the door 21 in 
its elewated position to close the major portion 
of the Opening T. ~ 
When the element 80 is elewated the pull 

members 41”, 42 are carried thereWith, and act 
tO withdraw the locking members from the 
Ope}nings 49, 50 thereby releasing the (loOI' 
and the latter can be lowered. The position 
of the Openings 49, 50 with respect to the u])- 
per end of the front wall2 is such as to r({'ej wo 
the locking members 40, 41 to latch or lock 
·the door a stufficient distance below the slat? 15 
to prOwide for the entrance slot ol' opening 
22 for the mail matter. Although there is 
illustrated eacla guide 17 provided with a 
Single Opening to receive a locking member', 
yet it is to be tInderstood that, each guide can 
be provided with a series of Superposed Open 
ings permitti1ng of the doOI' 20 to be latched 
Or locked the desil'ed distance from the slat 
15 to increase Or decrease the width of the 
e}}t1|rance Opening or slot 22. . - 

W'itlh reference to Figure "f the key 51 illus 
{!'ated thereby is the key which belongs to 
the OWner and which Operates in the Opening 
32. With reference to H'igure 8 , the key 52 
jIlt3st]'ated thereby is a master key and is 
u$ed by the mail Carrier for the purpose of 
unjocking the door 20 and said key 52 is ex 
tended into the opening 88. " " ^ 
* It Will be assumed that there are a series : 
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Of lette1’ boxes, constructed in accordance 
With this imwention within the neighborhood, 
but each box .WOuld have a - Separate OWner's 
key S0 that the door 20 can be unlocked, but 
each oWner's key would be different from one 
anotheI'. HoweWet', the letter carrier Would 
have a master key Which could-open any one 
Of the boxes. The owner can Only open his 
bOX, as the opening 82 in one element 80 Of 
the locking mechanism Would be · different 
from that in another, although the opening 
88 in the seweral elements 80 Would be such 
to receive the master key used by ; the mail 
carrier. The key 51 · as well as , the key 52 
is p1'Owided. With a notch 58 for straddling 
the member' 24 :}}nd the door 20. See Fig 
ure 2. 

Figure 10 illustrates a modified form of 
'key Which is employed in connection With 
the modified form of 1releasing element as 
sh0Wn i;n Figure 10. 'fhe key illustrated in 
Figure 9 is designated 54 and the releasing 
element shown in Figure 10 is designated 55 
:and is fOI'med with a polygonal shaped Open 
ing 56, an opening 57 ar'}'anged abOWe the 
'Opening ?6 anad Said element ?ô has itS tOp 
edge 58 Of V-contour and With the edges of 
8aid top edge merging into the side Walls of 
the opening 5. The element 55 has open 
ings 59 and 60 for connecting therewith the 
ptull member's 41', 42. 
The arrangement of the locking mechainism 

for said several boxes will be such as to have 
a, Series of difierent shaped keyholes to Ower-- 
come' One party using the next neighbor's key 
and still be free from duplication by hawing 
1'Ou1nded corner's in each type Or · Shape of 
}nOle, for à lasta.ince one hole Will be diamond 
shaped and at:1other heart shaped, etc. The 
fo!'m of releasing element 55 shOWm in Fig 
are 10 is prOwided with the Open slot or Open 
ing 5? ?al}d keyhole 56 and they are so ar 
1':?inged to Owe'Come any lock tarmpering by 

' .. writ'e (}1' (ltiplication of the Original key. 

? nism is release}{d. 

It is to be understood, hoWewer, that the 
locking imechanism · carried by : the door 20 
Can be 0f any suitable ' construction for the 
pt trp0se intended. 

AI'I':anged within the upper portion of the 
(?:asing, housing or receptacle 11, rearWardly 
with respect to the entrance opening 22 is 
{ '' : ; }n{?t cl{98ure flap 61 for Said Opening and 
{...{{{ {{at p i8 111ounted to.SWing rea }'Wardly for 
the passage of mail matter through the Open 
ing 22. ''he normal position. Of the flap 61 
is in a depeading position. So as tO close the 

| Opening 22 to normally prevent the entrance 
of foreign bodies to the receptacle. 

'The door : 20 has projecting . OuëWardly 
} ? thereft'Om, near its upper end a yoke-shaped 
handle member 62 to facilitate the shifting 
of the door, and said handle 62 | cooperateS 
with the slat? 12 to limit the dOWn Ward moWe 
ment of the door . When the locking mecha 

'The rounded lowe]' er?d 21 

of the door : facilitates its p:?8sage through 
the sãot 16 formed iin the bottom 5. · · The 
tength of the dooi' is such that it will extend 
from the bottom 5 to a point in proximity to 
the uppe1' end Of the fl:'Ont Wall 2. 

It is thought the many advantages of a 
mail box, in accordance with this in Wention 
ca!} be readily un{le]]'stood, and although the 
preferred embodiment of the invention is as 
illustrated and described, yet it is to be un 
derstood that changes in the details Of coun 
struction can be had which fall within the 
SCOpe of the iia wention as claimed. 
What I claim is : 
1. A mail box COmprising a casing hawing 

an Open front, a welrtically mowable door for 
{closing Said open front, means on the rear 
0f the doO}' and eng:aging with the casing to 
lock the door in position to partly close Saidl 

| Open front to provide an entrance Opening 
at the top of the front of the casing for the 
passage of mail int0 the latter, said mean:s; 
including a releasing member tberefor prO 
wided with a pair of differ(*hat shaped open 
ings, one to receiWe a box OWnet's key al1d 
the other to receiwe a mail carrier's key fo}' 
shifting said member to Operate it to unlOck 
the door. ~ 

2. A mail box comp1'ising a casing hawing 
an open front, a vertically mowable doOr for 
closing Said open , front, meanS On the rear 
of the door and engaging With the casing 
to lock the door in position to partiy close Sai{{ 
open front to prowide an entI'ance Opening 
at the top of the front of the Casing for the 
paSSage of mail into the latter, 8aid l]]|gainS in 
cluding a releasing member therefor prO 
w ided With a pair of different shaped . Opell 
ings, one to receiWe a box Owner's key alm{t 
the other to receive a mail carrier's key fo]]' 
shifting said member to Operate it tO unlo(*k 
the door, means within the casing tO |pi'OWride 
guides for the door, and the bottom of said 
casing hawing a slot fol' the passage Of the 
door downwardly when the latter is un 
}ocked. 

?? 8. A mail bOX comprising :t. casing hawing 
'.' an Open front, a wertically mOwable door fo1' 
(*losing said Open f1'Ont, and releasable means 
carried by the door for' .. engaging the casing 
for locking said door in a position to pr'Owide 

, a mail entraince Opening for the casing be 
tween the top Wall thereof and the uppet' 
edge · of said doOr. 

4. A mail boX col}}]prising a C'asing ha wing 
an Open front, apertured guide rails within 
said casing and prOwiding in Connection with 
the latter guide groOwes, a wertically mowable 
door mounted in said guide grOOWes and prO 
widing for closing the open front Of the {'aS 
ing. Spring controlled locking member's · ca]]''- 
ried by the door', travelling in said guide rails 
and further engaging in the apertures in the 
I'ails for 'locking Said door in a position .. to 
prOwide a mail entram(*e opening for the cas- ; 
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ing betWeen the top: Wall thereof and the up 
per edge.Of said door and further for main 
taining the door in position to close the major 
portion of the Open front of the casing, and 
key Operated releasing means for said lock 
ing members. ' . 

5. A mail bOX comprising a C?sing hawing 
an Open front, apertured guide rails Within 
Said caSing and prOwiding in connection with 
the latter guide groOWes, a wertically mowable 
door mounted in Said guide grOOWes and pro 
widing for closing the open front of the cas 
ing, spring controlled locking members car 
I'ied by the door, tra welling in said guide rails 
and further engaging in the apertures in the 
rails for locking said door in a position to 
prOWide a mail entrance Opening for the caS 
ing near the top thereof and further for main 
taining the dOOr in position to close the major 
pOrtion of the Open front Of the casing, key 
Operated releaSing means for Said locking 
members, and Said key Operated releasing 
Imeans including a. plurality of different 
shaped Openings to p1'OWide for its operation 
by a plurality of different shaped keys for 
bOX OWnerS and a master key for mail men. 

6. A maail bOX comprising a Casing hawing 
an Opening in itS front, a wertically mowable 
dOOr Within the casing for closing said open 
ing, and locking means for and carried by the 
dOOr, Said means including different shaped 
Openings for Selectively receiving different 
shaped keys for releasing said means to per'- 

. mit for the shifting of the door. 
'. A lnail box comprising a casing hawi}ng 

' an Opening in its front, a wertically imowable 8-> 9 ty 
door for partly closing said opening to pro 
Wide a mail entrance opening for the casing 
1lear the top of the latter, and locking 1ameans 
Carried by the doOr and engaging With said 
CaSing to lock the dOO1' in a position to p1'O- 
Wide Said mail entI'ance Opening, said lock 
ing means including different shaped Open 

` ingS for receiving different shaped keys for 
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Ireleasing the locking means. 
8. A mail box comprising a casing having 

*an Open front, a Wertically mowable door' fo1' 
Closing said front, releasable means for lock 
ing Said doOr in closed position With l'espect 
to Said Open front, and a wertically mowable 
releasing element for Sai(l releasing means 
and including a pair of different shaped open 
ingS each for the reception of :), ' different; 
shaped key - for operating Said element, to 
mOwe 8aid means to release. 

9. A._maii box COmprising a, Casing hawing 
a ('losed tOp, bottom,'sides, rear and an Open: ' 
front, a wertically mowable door for closing 
said front, means for locking said door to " 
partly close said. Open front to provide in " 
COnnection. With the top of the door and cas 

' img_a, mail entrance Opening, and means so 
lectiWely engaged and Operated by keys of 
different contour for releasing said locking ? 

'1,76.2,477 

10. ?. A mail box collaprising a casing haW 
ing a closed tOp, bOttO}an, rear, Sides and a.n 
Open front, a wetrtically mowabie door for clo8 
ing Said frOnt, OppOSitely dispOSed, Spring 
COntrolled locking members carried by the 
dOOr and engaging With the Casing for lock 
ing the d00}' to partly close said front to prO 
wide in connection with the top of the doOI' 
and " caSing a mail entrance Opening, and 
means carried by ; the door and selectively : 
engaged and Operated by keys of different 
COntOur for shifting " said members to re 
leased position to unlock the door. 

11. A mail box COmprising a casing haW 
ing a closed tOp, bottom, rear, sides and an 
Open front, a wertically mowable door for clos 
ing Said frOnt, Oppositely disposed, Spring 
COntrolled " locking members carried by the 
dOOr and engaging With the casing for lock 
ing the dOOr to partly close Said front to pro 
wide in connection With the top Of the door 
and casing a mail entrance opening, means 
carried by the door and Selectively engaged 
and Operated by keys of different contOtar for 
shifting said members to released position to 
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unlock the doOr, and guiding means within ? 
the casing for said door and locking members. 

In testi:nony whereof, I affix my signature 
heretO. 

MYRON F0. HUGHES. 
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