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1. 
This invention relates to a novel dial light, and 

while primarily intended for use in connection 
with a telephone, it will be obvious that the in 
vention may be employed in a connection with 
any other device or for any purposes wherein it 
is found to be applicable. 
Important objects and advantages of the inven 

tion are to provide a dial light of the character 
described, which is primarily designed and 
adapted to be mounted in a position at night to 
engage and Surround the dial mechanism of a 
telephone, particularly of a French-type of tele 
phone, which will function to diffuse a soft mel 
low glow affording sufficient illumination to con 
veniently locate the telephone upon which it is 
mounted at night, and to make the dial indicia, 
of the telephone distinctly legible to the user, 
which is not of Sufficient intensity to disturb the 
rest of the occupants of the room in which the 
device is located, which is simple in its construc 
tion and arrangement, durable and efficient in 
its use, compact, attractive in appearance, and 
Comparatively economical in its manufacture, 
operation, and maintenance. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view 

which will appear as the description proceeds, the 
invention resides in the novel construction, com 
bination, and arrangement of parts herein spe 
cifically described and illustrated in the accom 
panying drawing, but it is to be understood that 
changes in the form, proportions and details of 
construction may be resorted to that come within 
the scope of the claim hereunto appended. 
In the drawing wherein like numerals of ref 

erence designate corresponding parts throughout 
the Several views: 

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a dial 
light constructed in accordance with the inven 
tion. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged similar view with por 
tions broken away, and with the lamp casing being 
shown in Cross section. 

Referring in detail to the drawing, the im 
proved dial light comprises an open or split 
illuminating ring , which latter is preferably 
circular in contour and which is made of stock 
that is preferably round and Solid in transverse 
Cross Section. The illuminating ring is con 
structed of a material capable of conducting light 
rays therethrough in the longitudinal or circum 
ferential direction. Such material may be a plas 
tic product known in the art by the trade-name 
'Lucite,' or may be any other suitable analogous 
material capable of light transmission in the man 
ner stated, 
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ATENT OFFICE 

The free end portions of the illuminating ring 
f, respectively indicated at 2 and 3, extend into 
and are removably engaged in respective open 
ends of a tubular, cylindrical lamp casing 4. The 
inherent resiliency of the illuminating ring func 
tions to maintain said end portions 2 and 3 in 
engagement in the lamp casing, but allows the 
latter to be readily and manually disconnected 
from the end portions 2 and 3 when required. 
A small electric lamp 5, preferably of low volt 

age, and a socket 6 therefor are shiftably mounted 
in the lamp casing 4 intermediate of the Spaced 
ends 7 and 8 of the illuminating ring , and are 
provided with an extension cord 9 carrying a con 
ventional type of plug 0 for connection with the 
electric supply socket in the usual manner. The 
extension cord is constructed to create the proper 
resistance to provide the necessary low voltage 
required for the operation of the small electric 
lamp 5. 
The extension cord 9 extends loosely through 

an aperture provided in the wall of the lamp 
casing 4 adjacent to one end of the latter. It will 
be apparent that, when it is required to remove 
the lamp 5 from the lamp casing 4 to replace 
same and the like, it is only necessary to detach 
the lamp casing from the illuminating ring and 
then shift the lamp 5 and socket 6 to project from 
the lamp casing to an accessible position. 
The lamp casing 4 is preferably constructed of 

opaque insulating material, and is provided with 
a plurality of inwardly disposed Small air vents 
2 to minimize the heating of the lamp casing 
during the operation of the lamp 5. 
The free ends 7 and 8, of the illuminating ring 

f, are preferably flat and disposed diametrically 
straight in the lamp casing 4 to augment the eff 
ciency of the light ray transmission from the lamp 
5 through the illuminating ring. 
The diameter of the illuminating ring is such 

as to allow the same to be mounted freely around 
the dial mechanism of a telephone, and to be 
removed freely from said dial mechanism. The 
illuminating ring has no securing attachment 
with the telephone except that it is loosely hung 
around the dial mechanism of the latter. It will 
here be noted that, the lamp casing 4 is revoluble 
on its connections with the inserted end portions 
2 and 3 of the illuminating ring, whereby the 
weight and pull of the extension cord 9 will cause 
the lamp casing to automatically adjust itself to 
properly dispose the extension cord connection 
from any untoward or unwieldy position when 
the device is mounted on the dial mechanism of 
the telephone. 
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It is, of course, evident that a suitable control 
Switch may be embodied in the dial light, but 
due to the extremely low cost of its continuous 
Operation during the hours of darkness it is not 
thought necessary. 
The present invention provides a most efficient 

and economical device of its kind, which is par 
ticularly convenient for physicians, nurses, and 
others who may be frequently called to answer 
and use telephone at night, and where the full 
illumination of the regular lamps of the room 
would disturb the occupants of the latter. 
What we claim is: 
A light for illuminating the dial mechanism of 
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ii) 

a telephone, comprising the combination of a i5 
comparatively short tubular lamp casing, having 
open ends, a round circular open illuminating 
ring adapted for being placed freely around the 
telephone dial mechanism, said ring being resili 
ent and having the ends thereof detachably-en 
gaged in respective open ends of said casing for 
Supporting the latter, the ends of said ring being 
normally maintained in said open ends of said 
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Casing by the inherent resiliency of said ring, a . 
socket-carrying a lamp loosely positioned in said 
casing between the ends of Said ring, said casing 
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4. 
being provided with an aperture at the outer 
surface thereof, and an electric conductor con 
nected with said socket and extending loosely 
through said aperture, said ring being constructed 
of a material capable of illuminating throughout 
the extension thereof from the light rays of said 
lamp, said Casing being provided with a plurality 
of Vents, at the inner surface thereof...for ventilat 
ing Ssaid ccasing and further for allowing the 
emission of light therethrough in the inward di 
rection toward the telephone dial mechanism. 
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