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PA GOW GAME 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application is a continuation-in-part application of 
application Ser. No. 08/944,804 filed Oct. 6, 1997 now U.S. 
Pat. No. 5,931,472 by the applicant herein and entitled 
“Improved Pai Gow Game”. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to the Chinese game of Pai 
Gow played using a field of playing tiles or dominos. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Pai Gow is an ancient Chinese game which name trans 
lates into “making nines.” The game is played using a Set of 
32 playing tiles resembling dominos. FIG. 1 illustrates the 
set of 32 tiles having red (shown as black in FIG. 1) and 
white dots used for playing the game showing certain 
combinations in order of ranking as is well known in the 
play of Pai Gow. AS Stated previously, the play of the game 
of Pai Gow is well known and is played in numerous casinos 
around the World as a wagering, casino game. 

Basically to play the game, playerS make a wager before 
the start of a hand. A dealer shuffles or mixes the set of tiles 
and makes eight Stacks of four tiles each. Dice are rolled to 
determine who gets the first stack of tiles. The tiles are then 
distributed in order to each player and the dealer. The players 
look at their four tiles and arrange them into two hands, a 
high and a low hand, of two tiles each. The low hand is to 
have a lower Pai Gow ranking than the high hand according 
to the ranking of hands of Pai Gow which is well known. 
After the playerS have arranged their hands, they place the 
two tile low hand in front of the two tile high hand, with the 
tiles face down, in front of them. The dealer then turns over 
his/her four tiles and arranges them in a high and low hand 
like the playerS according to the ranking of hands of Pai 
Gow. Each players hands are then resolved in turn against 
the dealers. If both of the player's high and low hands 
outrank the dealer's high and low hands, the player wins 
their wager and is paid even money. Most casinos exact a 
commission of typically five percent (5%) on winning 
hands. If one, but not both, of the player's hands outrank the 
dealers hands, the hand is considered a tie or push and the 
player neither loses nor wins their wager. If the dealer's 
hands outrank both of the player's hands, that is deemed to 
be a losing outcome and the player loses their wager. 

In Pai Gow, a player, should they So desire, can declare 
themselves the banker whereby that player playS against all 
of the other players and the dealer in a like manner. 
One of the drawbacks of Pai Gow is that a player can have 

two extremely high ranking low and high hands and Still end 
up with a push if one of the dealers hands outranks one of 
the players. This can be frustrating as a player who may only 
rarely See Such a combination of hands. 
A further drawback is that a player cannot expect to 

receive a large reward Several times their initial wager. For 
a player to win a large amount they must risk a large amount. 
Pai Gow does not provide any mechanism to offer high 
rewards to players with a relatively Small amount of risk. 

Still a further drawback is that many players are unfa 
miliar with the game of Pai Gow and hence refrain from 
playing the game. Knowledge of the game and Skill is 
required to arrange the hands. If a hand is improperly 
arranged Such that the high hand does not outrank the low 
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2 
hand, the play is deemed a loSS for the player. This unfa 
miliarity with the game has often relegated the play of the 
game to those having an intimate knowledge of the game. 

There is therefore a need for an improved Pai Gow game 
which overcomes the drawbacks noted above by providing 
opportunities to reap greater rewards, by rewarding players 
who obtain certain combinations regardless of the ultimate 
outcome of the hand and which provides for wagering 
opportunities even to those unfamiliar with the play of the 
game and the ranking of Pai Gow hands. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

There is therefore Set forth according to the present 
invention a method for playing an improved game of Pai 
Gow which may be embodied in either a table game format 
or in an electronic device. 

The method includes the player prior to the dealing of the 
tiles opting to make at least one of a base wager and a bonus 
wager. The player need not make the base wager to partici 
pate in the game and can make only a bonus wager. Similarly 
a player need not make a bonus wager. A player can opt to 
make both of the base and bonus wagers. After the wagering 
options have been exercised, the dealer deals four tiles to 
each player and the dealer in the traditional Pai Gow fashion. 
Each player and the dealer arrange their tiles into the two tile 
high hand and the two tile low hand, the high hand having 
a higher ranking than the low hand according to the rules of 
ranking of Pai Gow hands, also in the traditional fashion. If 
the player has made a base wager and both his high and low 
hands outrank the dealer's corresponding high and low 
hands, the player is declared to have obtained a winning 
outcome and the player is rewarded based upon their base 
wager. As in traditional Pai Gow the reward on the base 
wager is usually a payoff of even money with the casino 
exacting a five percent (5%) commission on winning hands. 
If one, but not both, of the player's high and low hands 
outranks a corresponding one of the dealer's high and low 
hands, the outcome is declared a push and the player neither 
loses nor wins their wager. All other outcomes are deemed 
a loSS and the player loses their base wager. 

If the player has made a bonus wager and his four tiles 
include one of pre-Selected bonus tile combinations, the 
player is declared to have obtained a bonus outcome and the 
player is rewarded based upon the amount of their bonus 
wager. The bonus tile outcome combinations may be any 
Selected combinations but preferably are combinations of (a) 
Supreme and Heaven pair, (b) Supreme and Earth pair, (c) 
Heaven pair and Earth pair, (d) Lame Duck, (e) two pair, (f) 
Supreme, Heaven or Earth pair, (g) one pair or (h) a Wong 
or Gong, combinations which are familiar in the game of Pai 
Gow. 

Like the traditional game of Pai Gow, a player may elect 
to be the Banker for a hand and therefore plays against the 
dealer and the remaining players for the base wagers only. 
Preferably according to the method of the present invention 
the casino always books the bonus wagers for the players. 
The payoffs for winning bonus wagers may range from 

even money to, for example, 200:1. 
AS can be appreciated, the game provides for players to 

obtain high rewards during the play of Pai Gow. Rather than 
Simply winning even money (less a commission) for the 
base wagers, players can participate in the bonus wager and 
reap greater rewards. 

Furthermore, a player having made a bonus wager and 
obtaining a qualifying bonus combination is rewarded 
regardless of whether or not his base wager is won or lost. 
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Furthermore, by providing the bonus feature, players unfa 
miliar with the game can simply make bonus wagers and if 
their four tiles achieve a qualifying bonus outcome, they can 
win. They need to know nothing about the arranging of the 
high and low hands to participate in the game. 
AS a further feature, the method of the present invention 

provides for the player opting to make an optional tie or 
“push' wager. Should the outcome of the hands be a tie or 
push, the player is paid even money for any tie wager. 
Greater payoffs may be provided for certain, tying, out 
comes Such as two pair or the like. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

These and other features and advantages will become 
better appreciated as the same becomes better understood 
with reference to the claims, Specification and drawings 
wherein 

FIG. 1 shows the 32 Pai Gow playing tiles arranged in 
certain highly ranked pairs in the order of ranking according 
to the rules of Pai Gow; 

FIG. 2 illustrates a table layout for the play of the Pai Gow 
game according to the present invention; and 

FIG.3 shows the certain bonus combinations according to 
the preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION 

Turning to the drawings, the improved Pai Gow game 
according to the present invention will now be described. 
With reference to FIG. 2, a layout 10 for play of the game 

is illustrated. The layout 10 includes a playing surface 12 of 
generally known construction defining player positions 14 
and a dealer position 16. PlayerS Sitting at the player 
positions 14 have presented in front of them an action area 
18 where playerS receive and arrange their tiles according to 
the play of Pai Gow in a known fashion. Adjacent each 
action area is a base wager area 20 where the player makes 
a base wager, a bonus wager area 22 where the player places 
their bonus wager and a tie wager area 23 where the player 
places their optional tie wager. In front of the dealer position 
16 is a check tray 24 which holds chips or checks during the 
play of the game. 

With the layout 10 now described, the play of the 
improved game of Pai Gow according to the present inven 
tion will now be described. While the following description 
is directed to play of the improved game as a live action 
game, it is to be understood that the method according to the 
present invention could be incorporated into an electronic 
device for play thereat by a player. 
To play the game, each player opts to make one, Several 

or all of a base wager, a bonus wager and/or a tie wager. The 
player need not make two or all of the wagers but must make 
one of the wagers to participate in the game. Depending 
upon the wager or wagers desired by the player, the player 
places their base wager in the base wager area 20, any bonus 
wager in the bonus wager area 22 and any tie wager in the 
tie wager area 23 to signify to the dealer that the wagers are 
being made. Table minimums and maximums may dictate 
the minimum and maximum amount of Such wagers that can 
be made by the player. 

Furthermore, should a player So desire, the player can 
declare themselves the Banker for the hand in a manner well 
known with the play of traditional Pai Gow. If the player so 
declares themselves to be the Banker, they then play against 
the other players and the dealer and in essence book the base 
wagers. However, typically the dealer, Supplied by a casino, 
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4 
acts by default as the Banker for the hands. The following 
description will assume that no player has declared them 
selves the Banker for the hand and therefore the casino 
dealer acts as the Banker. 

In advance of dealing the hand, the dealer mixes the Pai 
Gow tiles and, as is well known, arranges the 32 tiles in eight 
hands of four tiles each. After the players have made their 
wager(s), the dealer Shakes dice to determine who will get 
the first Stack of tiles. This too is the same as is in traditional 
Pai Gow. The player positions 14 may be numbered in 
Sequence to assist in determining who will get the first Stack 
of tiles. Thereafter the hands of four tiles are distributed to 
the playerS and the dealer as determined by the outcome of 
the dice. If less than Seven players are playing the game, 
undistributed hands are removed from play and Set aside. 

The player having received their four tiles, arranges their 
tiles into a two tile high hand and a two tile low hand, the 
high hand having a higher ranking than the low hand 
according to the rules of ranking of Pai Gow. This is the 
Same as is in traditional Pai Gow. Once the playerS have 
arranged the tiles into the hands, they set their two tile hands 
in front of them face down. Thereafter, the dealer turns over 
his/her tiles and arranges them into a two tile low hand and 
a two tile high hand according to the same rules discussed 
above. The players hands are then resolved in order against 
the dealers hands to determine if the player has obtained a 
winning, losing or tie outcome. For players only making 
bonus wagers, the arrangement of the hands is not required. 

For playerS having made the base wager and where both 
their high and low hands outrank the dealer's high and low 
hands, the player is declared to obtain a winning outcome 
and the player is rewarded even money for their base wager 
less a commission for the casino. Because Pai Gow is a 
relatively even game, the casino exacts a commission, 
typically five percent (5%) from winning hands, to pay for 
hosting of the game. If one, but not both, of the player's low 
and high hands outrank the dealers, the outcome is declared 
to be a tie or “push” and the player neither wins nor loses 
their wager. If the Banker\dealer's low and high hands 
outrank the player's low and high hands, that is deemed to 
be a losing outcome for the player and the base wager is lost. 
Furthermore, if the player has misarranged their hands Such 
that the high hand does not outrank the low hand that too is 
determined to be a losing outcome. 

If the player has made a tie wager and the outcome is a tie, 
the player is paid on the tie wager even money. If the 
outcome is a tie and the player has a predetermined holding 
Such as two pairs, enhanced payoffs may be provided for the 
tie Wager. 

For those playerS having made the bonus wager, the 
make-up of the player's four tiles is compared to determine 
whether one or more pre-determined bonus combinations 
can be formed. While any Suitable combination or arrange 
ment can be Selected as a bonus combination, preferably, and 
with reference to FIG. 3, the following combinations are 
deemed to be bonus combinations: Supreme and Heaven 
pair, Supreme and Earth pair, Heaven pair and Earth pair, 
Lame Duck (Lame Duck is a high 6, low 6, one of the 4's 
and one of the 7s), two pairs, Supreme, Heaven or Earth 
pair, one pair, Wong or Gong. The player's four tiles are 
examined to determine if a bonus combination can be made 
regardless of whether or not they appear in the high or low 
hand combinations or whether or not the player has obtained 
a winning outcome for any base wager. 

If the player has obtained a bonus outcome, the player is 
paid with a payoff based upon the amount of their bonus 
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wager. Preferably the bonus payout Schedule is as shown in 
Table 1 below: 

TABLE 1. 

BONUS HAND PAYOUT 

Supreme and Heaven Pair 2OO:1 
Supreme and Earth Pair 100:1 
Heaven Pair and Earth Pair 50:1 
Lame Duck 20:1 
TWO Pair 10:1 
Supreme, Heaven or Earth Pair 3:1 
One Pair 2:1 
Wong or Gong 1:1 

Preferably only the highest ranking outcome is used to 
determine the payout. 
AS Stated above, even if a player has obtained a losing or 

tie outcome for their base wager, they may have in their hand 
a bonus combination entitling them to a bonus payoff. 
Furthermore, the player may not even participate in the base 
game and may simply make bonus wagers and hope to 
obtain a bonus outcome. A player desiring not to play the 
bonus wager can Simply play the base wager game which is 
traditional Pai Gow. A player may also opt to play only the 
tie wager, adopting a Strategy of Setting their low and high 
hands attempting to obtain tie outcomes, e.g. a weak low 
hand and a strong high hand. 

The game thus described provides Pai Gow players with 
an opportunity to reap great rewards of up to 200:1 or the 
like by making a bonus wager. This contributes to the 
excitement of the play of Pai Gow. Furthermore, players 
unfamiliar with Pai Gow may simply make bonus wagers 
making the game more available to players who are com 
pletely unfamiliar with the game. AS they play bonus wagers 
they may become more familiar with the game and there 
after decide to participate in the base wagers as well. 
Accordingly, the game provides players with various options 
as to how to play the game and provides, with the bonus 
wager, an opportunity to reap a payoff many times the 
amount of the wager. Still further, a player can receive a 
bonus payout even though they may lose a base wager to the 
dealer/Banker. As a further advantage, by Selecting the 
bonus combinations as described above, there will be fre 
quent payoffs. It is estimated that a bonus will be paid to a 
player once in every three hands. This will Sustain the 
player's interest in the game. Furthermore, while a Lame 
Duck is considered an extremely poor hand, obtaining a 
Lame Duck, if the player has made a bonus wager, will 
entitle the player to a payoff of 20:1. This makes the bonus 
wager in addition to the base wager the equivalent of buying 
insurance against an extremely poor hand. Obtaining a Lame 
Duck for a player, which would normally be disappointing 
to a player playing the base game, would turn the event into 
a pleasant Surprise for the player. Still further no skill is 
required to play the bonus wager. The dealer will identify the 
highest ranking bonus outcome even if the player cannot 
identify it by himself. It is believed that this game will help 
cultivate new players to the game as they become more 
familiar with how to identify the hand combinations. Ulti 
mately these players will wish to participate in the base 
game and Set their own hands. 

Still further, Since in regular Pai Gow, pushes occur 
approximately forty percent (40%) of the time, even in a 
push Situation the player may obtain either a bonus or tie 
wager payoff. This increases the excitement for the players. 
Furthermore, for those players who have also made the 
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6 
bonus wager, pushes will Still result in action, a win or a loSS, 
for the bonus wager. Still further, while the casino advantage 
is reduced to about 1%% if a player acts as the Banker for 
every other hand, the advantage on the bonus wager remains 
fixed at approximately 4.28%. This means additional rev 
enues for the casino. Still further, regardless of whether or 
not a player acts as the Banker for the hand, the house or 
casino always banks the bonus wagers and collects losing 
bonus wagers or pays for obtaining a bonus combination. 

For tie wagers the casino, assuming the player adopts a 
Strategy attempting to obtain ties, continues to have an 
advantage of about 6% on the tie wagers. 
While I have shown and described certain embodiments 

of the present invention it is to be understood that it is 
Subject to modifications without departing from the Spirit 
and Scope of the claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for playing an improved game of Pai Gow by 

a Banker and a Player using a field of tiles comprising: 
the Player opting to make at least one of a base wager and 

a tie Wager; 
dealing four tiles to the Banker and the Player, each of the 

Player and Banker arranging their tiles into a two tile 
high hand and a two tile low hand, the high hand having 
a higher ranking than the low hand according to the 
rules or ranking of Pai Gow hands; 

if the Player has made the base wager and (a) both his high 
and low hands outrank the Banker's corresponding 
high and low hands, declaring the Player to have 
obtained a winning outcome and the Banker rewarding 
the Player based upon his base wager, (b) if one but not 
both of the Player's high or low hands outranks a 
corresponding one of the Banker's high and low hands, 
declaring the outcome a push and (c) declaring all other 
outcomes a loSS and the Player losing the base wager to 
the Banker; and 

if the player has made a tie wager and the outcome is 
declared a push, rewarding the player based upon his tie 
Wager. 

2. The method of claim 1 further including rewarding the 
player for winning tie wagers at least at even money. 

3. A method for playing an improved game of Pai Gow by 
a Banker and a Player using a field of tiles comprising: 

the Player opting to make at least one of a base wager, a 
bonus wager and a tie wager; 

dealing four tiles to the Banker and the Player, each of the 
Player and Banker arranging their tiles into a two tile 
high hand and a two tile low hand, the high hand having 
a higher ranking than the low hand according to the 
rules or ranking of Pai Gow hands; 

if the Player has made the base wager and (a) both his high 
and low hands outrank the Banker's corresponding 
high and low hands, declaring the Player to have 
obtained a winning outcome and the Banker rewarding 
the Player based upon his base wager, (b) if one but not 
both of the Player's high or low hands outranks a 
corresponding one of the Banker's high and low hands, 
declaring the outcome a push and (c) declaring all other 
outcomes a loSS and the Player losing the base wager to 
the Banker; 

if the Player has made the bonus wager and his four tiles 
include one of pre-determined bonus tile combinations 
declaring the Player to have obtained a bonus outcome 
and rewarding the Player based upon his bonus wager; 
and 
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if the player has made a tie wager and the outcome is 
declared a push, rewarding the player based upon his tie TABLE 1. 
Wager. 

4. The method of claim 3 including rewarding the Player Bonus Combination Payout 
for only the highest ranking bonus tile combination. 5 Supreme and Heaven Pair 2OO to 1 

5. The method of claim 3 including establishing the bonus Supreme and Earth Pair 100 to 1 
tile combinations as (a) Supreme and Heaven Pair, (b) east, and Earth Pair s 
Supreme and Earth pair, (c) Heaven Pair and Earth Pair, (d) Two Pair 10 to 1 
Lame Duck, (e) Two pair, (f) Supreme, Heaven or Earth Pair, Supreme, Heaven or Earth Pair 3 to 1 
(g) one Pair or (h) Wong or Gong. 1O One Pair 2 to 1 

6. The method of claim 5 including rewarding the Player Wong or Gong 1 to 1. 
based upon his bonus wager Substantially according to Table 
1 if the Player obtains from his four tiles one of the bonus 
combinations k . . . . 


