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found peculiarly adaptable to the shape of 
aperture used. The form shoWn in Fig. 10 
illustrates but a single example. The aper 
ture 18* is Substantially triangular, the 
metal punched Out to form the aperture be 
ing turned up on One or more edges to form 
the burs 14' and left horizontal, or turned 
down Wardly on the remaining edge or edges. 
While this invention has been shoWn and 
described Solely as a brake step, it must not 
be understood therefrom that the intention 
is to limit the invention to this particular 
use, as it may be applied to the steps of rail 
Way and Street cars, locomotives, and in 
fact, the Steps or running boards of any 
type of vehicle. The invention may also 
be applied to stair treads for inside and out 
side stairs for either land or marine Work. 
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Having thus described my invention. 
What I claim is :- * 
A metal tread comprising a plate having 

apertures therein, the axes of Which are 
normal to the Surface of the plate, the edge 
of the apertures being forced back in such 
proportion to the thickness of the material 
and the Size of the apertures as to form 
burS having an edge, the portion of the edge 
of Said burs above the surface of the plate 
circumscribing Said apertures. 
In WitneSS Whereof. I have hereunto Set : 

my hand, in the presence of tWo Witnesses. 
WHLLLAM S. ATWOOD. 

Witnesses: 
S. R. W. ALLEN, 
G. M. MoRELAND. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, JD. 9.' 


