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" To all whom it may concerns~ - -
Be it known that we, Lawrence K. Sra-
. BAcK and GroreE G. McGravenrix, citizens
of the United States of America, and resi-
b dents of Silverton. and “Cincinnati, respec-
tively, Hamilton county, and State of Ohio,

~ have 1nvented certain new and useful lm-

provements .in Fence-Posts, of which the

foliowing is a specification..” :
10
which are, provided with integral tongues,
for engagement with wires of the fence.

An object of our invéntion is a fence post,
by means of which the wires may be readily
secured and locked to the post.

A further object of our invention is to
provide a fence post of the character de-
scribed, which is strong and neat.

These objects are attained by the means
.described in the specification, and illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which:

Iligure 1 is a perspective view of a fence
post embodying our invention, shown in en-
gagement with two wires.. Fig. 2 is an en-
25 Jarged detail view of the tongue which forms
. detail of our invention. Figs. 8 and 4
are longitudinal sectional views of a part of
the post and of one of the tongues, showing
the position thereof after. a wire has been
‘inserted in the tongue, and the position after
the tongue has been locked to the post. Fig.

" 5 is a sectional view upon lincs 5—5iof Kig.
; 1, but upon an enlarged scale. Fig. 6 is a
| ., perspective view taken from the interior of
the post, and illustrating the tongue in its
locked position. . : i

Referring to the parts: A fence post cm-
bodying our invention cgnsists of 4 metul
tube’ A, having a series of longifudinal
grooves q, preferably three in number, which
gives fo the tube a cross-section which is of
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==~ ‘a‘trifoliate form. The tube is inade prefer-

ably tapering gradually frem the bottom
toward the top. A series of*tongues B are
formed in one of the grooves a.
tongues have enlarged semi-cireular heuds
b. Adjdacent to the neck of each head o
rectangular. portions 4" 0% aré removed from
the post, so that when the tongue is bent
outward for the reception of the wire D,
the head b of the tongue will remain in
alinement with the hole formed in the metal
by the hedd
b b2 .

In use: To
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55 sécur_e the wire to the post, it
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Our invention relates to metal fence posts, |
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b and the rectangular portions’
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1s placed between:the post and its adjacent
tongue. ‘The head 6 of ‘the tongue is then
Torcea: through the”eniarged part of the
opening made, in the post by the removal of
the tongue, and’ the head of the tongue is:
‘then pushed downward, so that its under-
side engages with the reduced portion of -
said opening. The wire is ‘thereby drawn
into the groove of the post, so that any slack
therein is taken up. By giving to the post g5 .
a cross-scetion, "which 1s trifoliate in out-
line, it js rendered less‘liable to be indented

in shipment and in use, and its setting. up
requires less skill and cave, and its orna-
mental appearance is enhanced, .70

The particular form of post illustrated,

cobperates with the torigues B in prevent-
ing the wire D from slipping up and down
longitudinally of the post, since, by form-
ing the tongues in the grooves « the tension.
of the fence wire D 1s rendered -effective
in holding the fasteners, that is, the ton gues
B, in the wire locking position. in addi-
tion to this the tension of the wire tends to
hold the abutting edges of the folded metal
sheet, comprisiug the post, in' engagement
with each other. This results from the fact
that the tongues B are so located in the bot-
tom of the grooves ¢ that the wires D extend
over the edges of the grooves and conse-
‘quently, when the wires are stretched taut,
.the tongues are pulled to the wire locking
position and the re-active force on the edges
rof the grooves tends to cause the metal sheet
'to bend about the longitudinal line connect-
ting the tongues B or, in other words, forces
%the abutting edges of the folded sheet into
lengagement with each other. This elimi-
‘nates the necessity of permanently securing
the edges of the sheet together and abso-
lutely prevents the edges from gapping.

The (rifoliate form prevents the post ro-
tating both in setting it into the eround and
after the post has been fixed in place.

What we claim is:

1. A feunce post consisting of a inetal tube
having a series of tongues struck therefron,
said tongues having enlarged heads, and the
metal of the-tube heing reinoved ‘adjacent
to the heads, wherehy the heads will vegis- 105
ter with the enlaveed portion of the hole in
the tube after the tongue has been bent for
the reception of the wire.

2. A fence post eonsisting of a metal tube
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having a longitudinal grcove. u series of 110
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tongues stl;uck from the tube and located-

in the groove, said tongucs having enlarged
heads, and the metal of the tube being re-

-moved adjacent to the heads, so that the

head will register with the hole in the tube
after the. tongue has been bent for the ;Te-
ception of the wire. , ,

3. A post consisting of a metal tube hav-
ing a series of three longitudinal grooves
formed therein, giving the post- a section
which is trifoliate in outline, and a series of
tongues struck from the tube and located in
one of the grooves. ' e

4. A fence post consisting of a tapering
metal tube having a series of three longi-
tudinal grooves formed therein, which give
to the post a cross-section which is trifoliate
in outline, and a series of tongues struck
from the post and located in one of the
grooves. T -

5. A fence post consisting of a metallic

~ tube having -a longitudinally éxtending

groove, ‘and metal tongues having enlarged

heads Struck from the metal of the tube and
located in the groove. 3

6. A fence post consisting of a piece of

sheet metal bent to form a tube, having a
longitudinally extending groove located .op-
posite to the abutting edges of the sheet,
and a series of metallic tongues having en-
larged heads struck from the sheet metal
and located in the groove.

7. A fence post formed. of a folded metal
sheet and having a longitudinally extending
-groove -located opposite to the - abutting
edges of the folded metal sheet, and-means
for engaging fence wires .so located in the
groove that the tension of the wires lock
them in place on the post and hold the abut-
ting edges of the sheet metal in ‘engagement
with each other. - .
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