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1. 

This invention relates to a forge proof credit 
card or the like. 

It is customary to provide credit cards, iden 
tification cards and the like With a plastic casing 
open at one or more ends, and to insert and 
remove the card as desired. This means of 
carrying a credit card or the like is, however, 
disadvantageous in that the card can be easily 
forged. Also, the card is likely to become sepa 
rated from its casing, and to be lost, Soiled or 
tOrn. 

It is an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved means of carrying a credit 
card or the like. 

It is another object of the invention to pro 
vide an article comprising a permanent casing 
and a credit card or the like Sealed therein, and 
including means for signing the card to prevent 
forgery thereof. 
These and other objects of the invention will 

be apparent from the ensuing description and 
the appended claims. 
One form which the invention may assume is 

exemplified in the following description and il 
lustrated by way of example in the accompany 
ing drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 is an exploded view showing the as 
sembly of parts used to produce the article of 
invention. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of one of the plastic 
sheets or laminae used in producing an article 
of the invention. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the finished 
article of the invention. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary section taken along 
the line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 

Referring now to the drawings, and more 
particularly to Figs. 1 and 2, an assembly is pro 
vided comprising a lower mold Section , an 
upper mold section 2, a lower transparent, ther 
moplastic sheet or laimina 3, a Similar upper 
transparent, thermoplastic sheet or lamina 4, 
and an intermediate lamina, in the form of a 
card 5, Such as a credit card, bearing any suit 
able indicia, thereon and also having a signa 
ture space f (see Fig. 3). The card 5 is of 
smaller length and width than the plastic laminae 
3 and 4, and it is preferably centered with re 
spect thereto. As shown more clearly in Fig. 2, 
the lower plastic lamina 3 is provided with a 
longitudinal slot 2 for a purpose described here 
inafter, and as shown in Fig. 1, the lower mold 
section f is provided with a raised portion 2d. 
complemental to the slot 2 such that, when 
the parts are assembled, the raised portion will 
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lie within the slot. The plastic laminae 3 and 
4 may be of any type desired, preferably trans 
parent on both sides (though one side may be 
opaque) and preferably a thermoplastic mate 
rial such as cellulose acetate, polystyrene or 
methyl methacrylate resins, cellulose acetate be 
ing preferred. 
The parts thus described are assembled and 

are placed between upper and lower jaws 3 and 
4 of a press, the lower jaw 4 having a raised 
portion 5 complemental to the raised portion 
2a in the lower mold Section. Heat and pres 

sure are applied sufficient to bond together the 
contiguous edges of the plastic laminae as shown, 
for example, at 6 in Fig. 4. Any suitable means 
of applying heat and pressure may be used, but 
advantageously a press such as described in my 
co-pending application, Ser. No. 787,333, entitled 
“Plastic Press,' filed November 21, 1947, now 
Patent No. 2,521,282 dated September 5, 1950, is 
used. 
A finished article such as illustrated in Figs. 3 

and 4 results. This article comprises outer 
laminae 3 and 4 of transparent plastic material 
sealed together at their edges as at f6, and 
an inner lamina 5 comprising a credit card, 
identification card or the like having any suitable 
indicia O imprinted thereon, and an opening 
f2 in the lamina 3 overlying and providing ac 
cess to the signature space of the card. The 
legal holder of the card may thus inscribe his 
name on the signature space, thus preventing 
forgery. A further important feature of the 
product is that, as a result of the lamination, the 
plastic laminae 3 and 4 are bonded to the card 5 
so tenaciously that, if the card is wetted, water 
affects only the exposed area at 2 and the draw 
age does not extend beyond Such area. This is 
important in that the card 5 will usually be of 
paper or other fibrous material which is easily 
damaged by Water. 
The article thus produced provides several 

advantages. Thus, it is cheap and inexpensive 
to manufacture, is small and light of Weight, is 
easy to carry. It is forge-proof when signed by 
the holder and prevents separation of the card 
and casing, hence prevents losing, Soiling or dam 
aging the card. 
While I have shown the preferred form of 

my invention, it is to be understood that various 
changes may be made in its construction by 
those skilled in the art without departing from 
the spirit of the invention as defined in the ap 
pended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
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claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is 
1. A credit or identification card or the like, 

comprising outer transparent thermoplastic lay 
ers and a card having indicia imprinted thereon 
disposed between said layers, one of said plastic 
layers having an opening formed therethrough 
exposing a portion of one of opposite surfaces of 
the card to provide a space for signature of the 
card, said outer plastic layers being bonded by 
heat and pressure to one another and to the 
entire opposed areas of opposite Surfaces of Said 
card so that in delaminating the assembly the 
card is necessarily mutilated. 

2. Alaminar article comprising an inner lamina, 
bearing indicia and two thermoplastic Outer 
laminae applied to opposite Surfaces of said in 
ner lamina, said laminae being permanently 
bonded together, one of said outer laminae hav 
ing an opening formed therethrough exposing 
a portion of said inner lamina for signature there 
of and being bonded to said inner lamina over 
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4. 
an area surrounding said opening, and at least 
One of Said outer alminae transmitting light for 
inspection of Said indicia. 

ROY E. BUTLER. 
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