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UNITED STATES

PatenT OFFICE.

WILLIAM A. DOUGLASS, OF VENICE, MISSOURIL

CHICKEN-COOP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 597,214, dated Jaruary 11, 1898.
Application filed Angust 3, 1897, Berial No, 646,989, (No model.}

To all whom it may concerrn:

Beitknownthat I, WILLIAM A. DOUGLASS,
residing at Venice, in the county of Callaway
and State of Missouri, have invented a new
and useful” Chicken-Coop, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to chicken-coops, and
particularly to coops for the protection of a
hen and young chicks and to coops in which
to feed chickens. '

The object of my invention is to produce
coops for the before-mentioned and analogous
purposes made of woven or interlaced or in-
tertwisted wire-netiing.

With this object in view my invention con-
sists in a woven, interlaced, or intertwisted
sheet of spring-wires, composed of longitudi-
nal and transverse wires, the longitudinal
wires being formed with eyes at one end, the
opposite ends being extended beyond the end
of the sheet, such extension being adapted to
pass through the eyes of the other ends and
provided with hooks to engage around the
wires themselves at a slight distance from the
meeting ends.

My invention further consists in the im-
proved construction, arrangement, and com-
bination of partshereinafter fully described,
and afterward specifically pointed out in the
elaims.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention most nearly appertains
to make and use the same, I will now proceed
to describe its construction and operation,
having reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating
my improved coop in position for practical
use. Fig. 2 is a view in elevation of the im-
proved wire sheet of which my coop is made,
showing the fastening means. Fig. 3isade-
tail perspective view showing the manner of
fastening the ends of the horizontal wires of
the wire sheet.

Like letters of reference mark the same
parts wherever they occurin the different fig-
ures of the drawings. '

Referring to the drawings by letters, A, B,
and C indicate the main horizontal wires of
my completed coop, or the longitudinal wires
of the sheet of which my coop is to be made

before bending and securing the ends. The
wire A at the bottom of the coop and the wire
B at the mid-height and the wire C at the top
are much heavier and thicker than the rest
of the wires of which the coop is composed,
and they extend from one end of the sheet,
where they are provided with eyes D, D', and
D2 to and beyond the other end of the sheet,
they being provided on these extended ends
with laterally-turned hooks E, E', and E?3
These wires are connected at suitable inter-
valsby upright wires I¥, which may be doubled
and twisted around the wires A, B, and C, or
may be single wires twisted around them, or
may be interwoven with the wires A, B, and
C and two series of longitudinal wires G and
H, the series G being located between the
wires A and B and parallel therewith and the
series H being located between the wires B
and Cand parallel therewith, the wires of the
series H being farther apart than the wires of
the series G, whereby when the sheet is bent
into the coop form, as shown in Fig. 1, it be-
comes a reversible coop, in whieh the meshes
below the central wire B will be of a certain
size when the wire A constitutes the base or
bottom of the coop, but will be of a different
size to accommodate different sizes of fowls
when the coopisreversed and the wire C forms
the base-wire.

The wires A, B, and Cwill be what isknown
as ‘‘spring-wire,” so that when not in use as
a coop they will lie flat and may be hung up
against the wall of the chicken-house, barn, or
other storage-department and fake up but
very little room. The wires F, G, and H will
be preferably of spring-wire, but this is not
absolutely necessary.

In order to form a coop of the sheet before
deseribed, it is bent into the form of a eylin-
der, asshown in Fig. 1, the hooks E, E', and
E? being passed through the eyes D, D', and
D? and the projecting portions of the wires
A, B, and C, as shown on the right hand in
Fig. 3, being also passed through said eyes
until the eyes D, D', and D? reach the edge
of the sheef, when the hooks E, B', and E?
will be slipped around the wires on which
each hook is formed at about the points I, T/,
and I*in Fig. 3, and as shown applied in Figs.
1 and 3.

From the foregoing description it will be

55

6o

65

70

75

o

83

go

95

| §ele}




10

I5

20

25

R 597,214

seen that I have provided for poultry fanciers
and others who raise chickens means where-
by any number of coops may be formed at a
moment’s notice, and so formed that when no
longer required for use they can be immedi-
ately transformed into flat sheets which may
be stored away out of the weather in a very
small space. The construction is so simple
that it can be readily made by unskilled labor
and itissocheapastobring it within the reach
of every one who may desire to us it.

‘While I have illustrated and described the
best means now known to me for carrying
out my invention, I wish it to be understood
that I do not restrict myself to the exact de-
tails of construction shown and described,
but hold that any slight changes or variations,
such as might suggest themselves to the or-
dinary mechanie, will clearly fall within the
limit and scope of my invention.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I ¢laim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. A cylindrical coop consisting of woven,
interlaced or intertwisted spring-wires and
provided with heavier longitudinal wires at
the bottom, the mid-length and the top there-
of, said heavier or frame wires being provided

with eyes at one end of the sheet, of which
the coop is formed, and having their opposite
ends projecting beyond the sheet and formed
into laterally-turned hooks, substantially as
described.

2., Asanew article of manufacture awoven,
interlaced or intertwisted sheet of spring-
wire composed of longitudinal and transverse
wires, part of the longitudinal wires being
formed with eyes at one end of the sheet,
their opposite ends being extended beyond
the end of thesheet and provided at their ex-
tremities with laterally-formed hooks, sub-
stantially as described.

3. A sheet of woven, interlaced or inter-
twisted wires provided with three heavier
frame-wires, A, B and C, extending longitu-
dinally at the bottom, mid-length and top of
the sheet respectively, said frame-wires be-
ing provided at one end with the eyes D, D’
and D? and having their opposite ends ex-
tended beyond the end of the sheet and pro-
vided with laterally-bent hooks, E, E' and I,
substantially as described.

WILLIAM A. DOUGLASS.

Witnesses:

STEPHEN BERTELS,
J. N. McGINNIS.
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