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This invention relates as indicated to a cleaning 
device and more particularly to a device for clean 
ing bowling alley beds and gutters. 

In maintaining a proper surface on bowling al 
ley beds and gutters, it is generally necessary to 
shellac or lacquer their surfaces several times a 
Season entailing considerable expense for this one 
item of maintenance. By careful and frequent 
cleaning of the alleys the life of Such surfaces 
may be considerably lengthened, and the expense 
of refinishing proportionately reduced. For this 
purpose, various cleaners generally comprising 
merely a fixed CrOSS bar carrying a cleaning ele 
ment have been employed, and unless the fabric 
or fringe comprising the brushing element is often 
cleaned, as with a whisk broom, dirt soon begins 
to fall off. 

It is, therefore, a primary object of this inven 
tion to provide a cleaning device including a pri 
mary brushing element which may be periodi 
cally adjusted to present a new brushing surface 
so that such element need not be cleaned after 
each trip over an alley but only at infrequent 
intervals. 

It is a further object of this invention to pro 
vide Such a device Which also Will include aSSO 
ciated thereWith swabs for cleaning the gutters, 
such Swabs being both laterally and inclinably 
adjustable. 
Other objects of this invention Will appear as 

the description proceeds. 
To the accomplishment of the foregoing and 

related ends, said invention then Comprises the 
features hereinafter fully described and particu 
larly pointed out in the claims, the following de- : 
scription and the annexed drawing setting forth 
in detail certain illustrative embodiments of the 
invention, these being indicative however of but 
a few of the various ways in which the principle 
of the invention may be employed. 
In said annexed drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of my new 

cleaning device; 
Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of Such device; 
Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken along the line 

3-3 on Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 2 of the primary 

brushing element showing detent means for Se 
lectively locking said element against rotation; 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary front elevational view 
of such primary brushing element showing Said 
detent means; and 

Fig. 6 is a top view of one of the gutter Swabs 
showing means for lateral adjustment. 
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ing, and especially Figs. 1 and 2, the device of my 
invention comprises a frame member support 
ing cylindrical brushing element 2 about its axis 
On Shaft 2 carried between end flanges 3 and 4. 
A handle 5 is fixedly attached centrally of Said 
frame. Mounted on angular brackets 6 and 
carried by said frame adjacent the opposite ends 
of Such cylindrical member, are half round gutter 
Swabs 8 and 9. The angle arms 0 and if at 
tached to SWabs 8 and 9 are pivotally joined to 
Such brackets 6 and respectively, and may be 
locked at any desired adjustment for inclining 
the SWabs in a plane normal to the axis of Said 
cylindrical brushing member by tightening lock 
nuts 2 and 3. 
The under sides of Such half round SWabs are 

covered with sheepskin Woo WWhich is noted for 
its ability to pick up and hold dust and dirt, Sin 
ilarly, the surface of cylindrical member 2 is en 
tirely covered about its periphery With Such sheep 
skin. 
As best shown in Figs. 2 and 3, means is pro 

vided for locking such brushing member against 
rotation as desired, Such means comprising fric 
tion plates 4 and 5 which may be forced into 
tight engagement with flanges 3 and 4 by tighten 
ing nuts S and 7. 
An alternative and preferred form of locking 

device is illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5. A notched 
disk 8 is fixedly attached to one end of the 
brushing element, and detent means provided to 
engage the notches 9 therein, such detent means 
'comprising a Spring member 20 mounted on 
bracket 6 and bearing a tooth 2 at its end. Such 
detent may obviously be manually released and 
the cylindrical brushing element rotated until the 
next succeeding notch is engaged. In this man 
ner, a plurality of brushing surfaces may be suc 
cessively presented in operative position without 
the necessity of immediately cleaning the surface 
just used, 
As shown in Fig. 6, means is also provided for 

a slight adjustment of the half round gutter 
Swabs laterally of the frame, Such means con 
prising slots such as 22 and 23 in members to 
and whereby said Swabs may be moved relia 
tively to said members and locked in the desired 
position by tightening screws 24 and 25. 

It will, therefore, be seen that a cleaning de 
vice for bowling alleys has been provided af 
fording a plurality of brushing surfaces Selec 
tively available whenever a new cleaning Surface 
is desired. The gutter SWabs may be inclinably 
adjusted as above explained to provide for Wary 

Referring now more particularly to said draw- 55 ing inclinations of handle 5 as the comfort of 
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the operator may require. The lateral adjust 
ment of the SWabS is Sufficient to Compensate for 
slight discrepancies in Width of Various alleys. . 

It is, therefore, apparent that the objects of 
this invention have been accomplished in a man 
ner providing for quick and simple operation and 
adjustment of my new device, and elimination 
of certain of the chief annoyances to which op 
erators of alleys were formerly subject. Also, on 
removing the gutter SWabs the cylindrical brush 
ing element may be employed for other purposes 
as to clean dance floors and the like. 
Other modes of applying the principle of my 

invention may be employed instead of the one 
explained, change being made as regards the 
mechanism herein disclosed, provided the means 
stated by any of the following claims or the 
equivalent of Such Stated means be employed. 

I therefore particularly point out and dis 
tinctly claim as my invention: 

1. A cleaning device for bowling alleys coin 
prising a frame including Spaced flanges, a cy 
lindrical brushing member rotatably mounted 
between said flanges, half round gutter SWabs 
carried by said frame adjacent the respective : 
ends of Said cylindrical member, and means for 
securing said cylindrical member against rota 
tion at Selected positions. 

2. A cleaning device for bowling alleys con 
prising a frame, a cylindrical brushing member 
rotatably mounted therein, half round gutter 
SWabs carried by Said frame adjacent the oppo 
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site ends of said cylindrical member, means for 
adjusting said SWabS in a plane normal to the 
axis of said cylindrical member, and means for 
securing said cylindrical member against rota 
tion at selected positions. 

3. A cleaning device for bowling alleys con 
prising a frame, a cylindrical brushing member 
rotatably mounted therein, half round gutter 
swabs carried by said frame adjacent the oppo 
site ends of said cylindrical member, means for 
inclinably adjusting said SWabs in a plane nor 
mal to the axis of Said cylindrical member, 
means for adjusting said SWabs laterally of said 
frame, and means for Securing said cylindrical 
member against rotation at Selected positions. 

4. A cleaning device for bowling alleys corn 
prising a frame having spaced flanges, a cylin 
drical brushing member rotatably mounted be 
tween said flanges, gutter SWabs carried by said 
frame adjacent the respective ends of said cy 
lindrical member, and clamping means for lock 
ing said brush against rotation relative to said 
frame at any desired position. 

5. A cleaning device for bowling alleys com 
prising a frame having Spaced flanges, a cylin 
drical brushing member rotatably mounted be 
tWeen said flanges, gutter Swabs carried by said 
frane adjacent the respective ends of Said Cy 
lindrical member, and Spring-backed detent 
means for locking said brush against rotation 
relative to said frame. 

WILLIS C. GRANT, 

  


