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To all wiom it may concern: :
Be it known that I, GraxviLLE RH0ADES,

2 citizen of the United States, residing at

London, in the county of Madison and State
of Ohio, have invented a new and useful
Device for Holding and Opening Paper
Bags, of which the following is a specifica-
tiomn.

The invention relates to a device for hold-
ing and opening paper bags.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of bag holders,
and to provide a simple, inexpensive and ef-
ficient device, designed for holding a num-
ber of paper bags 1 position to be readily
removed one at a time by a salesman or

other person, and capable of gripping the

bags sufficiently tight to cause them to open
automatically as they are removed from the
holder, and equipped with means for per-
mitting only the bag pulled upon to be re-
moved.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in the construction and
novel combination of parts hereinafter fully
described, illustrated in the accompanying
drawing, and pointed out in the claims here-
to appended; it being understood that va-
rious changes in the form, proportion, size
and minor details of construction, within
the scope of the claims, may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacri-
ficing any of the advantages of the inven-
tion.

In the drawing :—Figure 1 is a side ele-
vation of a bag holder, constructed in ac-
cordance with this invention, and illustrat-
ing the manner of holding the bags, a por-
tion of the bags being in section. Fig. 2 is
a central vertical sectional view of the bag
holder, one of the bags being in section and
shown open. Fig. 3 1s a front elevation of
the bag holder. Fig. 4 is a perspective view
of the bag holder.. Fig. 5 is a detail per-
spective view of the lower portion of the
support. Fig. 6 is a detail view of one of
the bags, showing the condition of the same
after being opened and removed from the
holder.

Like numerals of reference designate cor-

responding parts in all the figures of the
drawing. ‘
In the embodiment of the invention illus-
trated in the accompanying drawing, the
device for holding and opening paper bags
comprises in its construction an approxi-
mately L-shaped support 1, consisting of a
vertical attaching portion and a horizontal
arm 2, extending outwardly from the lower
end of the vertical supporting portion and
provided at its outer end with a depending
vertical flange 3, formed integral with the
arm and carrying bag engaging means. The
depending flange 3 supports a tapered or
pointed projection 4, preferably consisting
of a pin secured in a perforation of the
flange 3 -and projecting horizontally from
the inner face of the said flange, and adapt-
ed to pierce a few of a series of paper bags
5, which are held against the projection 4
by means of a spring 6, bearing against the
series of bags at the back thereof, and
adapted to force the bags forwardly or out-
wardly. The depending flange is provided
below the plane of the pin or projection
with spaced horizontal lugs 7, located at op-
posite sides of the vertical plane of the pin
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or projection 4 and adapted to bear against -

the outermost bag and forming a firm abut-
ment for the bags and also limiting the
penetration of the pointed pin or projec-
tion. The spaced lugs are preferably lo-
cated at the lower edge of the depending
flange, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 5 of the
drawing, but they may be arranged at any
other point or points on the inner face of
the depending flange 3.

The spring, which is approximately
straight, 1s provided at its upper end with
a spring coll 72, arranged on a cylindrical
block or sleeve 8 of wood, or other suitable
material mounted upon a transverse bolt 9,
or other suitable fastening device, and ar-
ranged between spaced projecting ears 10.
The ears, which are formed integral with
the vertical portion of the L-shaped support,
project forwardly from the upper end there-
of, and are provided with alined perfora-
tions to receive the bolt 9. The upper ter-
minal 11 of the spring extends downwardly
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from the coil and bears against the front
Tace of the vertical portion of the support.

The lower portion of the spring operates
in a guide slot 12, extending longitudinally
of the horizontal arm 2 and adapted to pre-
vent lateral movement of the spring, and
having a lateral inlet opening 138 at ifs
inner end to permit the spring to be engaged
with and disengaged from the outer guiding
portion of the horizontal arm. The lower
end of the spring extends below the guiding
portion of the arm and is bent into an ap-
proximately U-shaped loop 14, forming a
broad bearing portion for the engaging end
of the spring and providing an opening or
open space, located opposite the pointed
projection to prevent the latter from becom-
ing dulled through contact with the spring
when the bags are exhausted. The sides
of the loop of the lower end of the spring
are adapted to straddle the pointed projec-
tion, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 3 of the
drawing.

The bags, which are arranged in a pack,
have their front or outer sides 15 shorter
than their inner or rear sides, and located
below the depending flange 3 of the support,
and the spaced lugs and the pointed projec-
tion or pin are arranged adjacent to one

. P . !
another and in position to engage the inner

face of the rear side of the outermost bag
beyond the upper edge of the front side of
the same. The bag is removed by one or two
quick pulls or jerks, which first partially
opens the bag, as illustrated in dotted lines
in Fig. 1 of the drawing, and then com-
pletely opens the bag, substantially as illus-
trated in full lines in Fig. 2 of the drawing.
The bag is finally removed from the holder
by pulling it downward to the position indi-
cated in dotted lines in Fig. 2, a small por-
tion of the rear wall being torn away by
the pointed projection or pin, as shown at
16 in Fig. 6 of the drawing. These opera-
tions in removing the bags require but an in-
stant of time and a bag may be quickly re-
moved, it being only necessary to pull upon
the bag with sufficient force to remove the
same from the holder in order to insure a
simultaneous opening of the bag. :

The support is provided at the upper end
of its vertical portion with an integral hook
17 to enable the device to be hung up, and the
vertical portion of the support is also pro-
vided with a key hole slof 18, consisting of
a lower enlarged portion and an upper con-
tracted portion and adapted to enable the
device to be engaged with g nail 19, as illus-
trated in Figs. 1 to 8 inclusive.

The bag holder can be hung or secured to
scales or in close proximity to the same, and
In this position will be found of great con-
venience. If a clerk or other employee

- should desire to fill a number of bags of a
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certain size, all that is required is to place
the bags of such size in the holder and fill
them. A number of holders may be mounted
on a straight bar, or other suitable support
and arranged overhead in a store, or other
place of business, so that a bag or sack of
any desired size will be in convenient reach
for instant use.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and desire fo secure by
Letters Patent, is:—

1. A device for holding and opening bags
comprising a support provided with bag en-
gaging means including a pointed projec-
tion, and a lug terminating short of the point
of the said projection to permit the latter

to pierce a plurality of bags, said lug limit-

ing the penetration of the projection and be-
ing arranged sufficiently close to the same to
permit both the projection and the lug to
engage the inner face of the longer side of a
bag above the shorter or upper side thereof,
and yieldable bag engaging means codperat-
ing with the said engaging means for hold-
ing a plurality of bags.

2. A device for holding and opening bags
comprising a support provided with bag en-
gaging means including a pointed projec-
tion, and a pair of spaced lugs terminating
short of the point of the projection to permit
the latter to pierce a plurality of bags, said
lugs and projection being arranged suffi-
ciently close to permit them to engage the
inner face of the longer side of a bag above
the upper edge of the shorter side of the
same, and yieldable means codperating with
the said engaging means for holding a plu-
rality of bags.

3. A device for holding and opening bags
including a support provided with a project-
Ing arm having a longitudinal guide slot
and provided with a depending flange hav-
Ing bag engaging means, and a spring con-
nected with the support and operating in the
guide slot and having a bag engaging por-
tion located opposite the said flange.

4. A device for holding and opening bags
comprising a support having a projecting
arm provided with a longitudinal guide slot
and having an entrance opening at the inner
portion thereof, said arm being also provided
with a depending flange or portion located
at the outer end of the slot, bag engaging
means carried by and extending inwardly
from the flange, and a spring mounted upon
the support above the arm and having its
lower portion guided in the longitudinal
slot and extending below the arm and co-
operating with the bag engaging means and
depending flange.

5. A device for holding and opening bags
comprising a support having a projecting
arm provided with a longitudinal guide slot,
said arm being also provided with a depend-
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ing flange or portion, a pointed projection | In testimony, that I claim the foregoing
mounted on and extending inwardly from | as my own, I have hereto aflixed my signa- 10
the flange, and a spring carried by the sup- | ture in the presence of two witnesses.
port and guided in the longitudinal slot of GRANVILLE RHOADES

5 the said arm and having a loop for engaging : )
the bags located opposite the pointed pro- Witnesses:
jection and maintained in such position by Emma Horran,
the said slot. ‘ J. C. REOADES.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”




