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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Bexsamin B. McFap-
DEN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Binghaniton, in the county of Broome
and State of New York, have invented a new
and useful Folding File, of which the follow-
ing is a specification. ‘

The primary object of the present inven-
tion is to provide a file for letters, bills, and
the like, which is dust and light proof, so
that it will properly preserve its contents, to
make the file completely collapsible or fold-
able so that it will occupy comparatively lit-
tle space for storage and transportation, and
to'so construct such file that when it is set up,
it is strong and durable, and will not acci-
dentally collapse.

Two forms of construction are illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, wherein:—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the file
when set up, showing the cover open. Fig. 2
is o horizontal sectional view therethrough.
Fig. 3 is a detail horizontal sectional view
through one of the corners on an enlarged
scale. [Fig. 41is a vertical sectional view fromy
front to rear. Fig. 5 is a vertical sectional
view from side to side. Fig. 6 is a detail
perspective view of the file when unfolded.
Fig. 7 is a detail sectional view showing &
slightly different form of cover fastener.
Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a modified
form of the file when unfolded. Fig. 9is a
horizontal sectional view through said file
whensetup. Figs.10and11 are vertical sec-
tional views therethrough at right angles to
each other. :

Similar reference numerals designate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the
drawings.

Tn the embodiment illustrated in Figs.
1—7 inclusive, a bottom 8 is employed that
is angular in form, and has folding inner side
walls 9, 10, 11 and 12 connected to its differ-
ent edges. To one of these inner side walls,
as for instance 11, is connected a top 127
which is provided with oppositely tapered
side flaps 13 and a front flap 14, the latter
being preferably doubled as illustrated at 15.

The two opposite inner side walls 9 and 10 '

are free, as shown, and in the present em-
bodiment, the fourth inner side wall 12 is
provided at its ends with folding flaps 16, to
which are irremovably fastened the ends of
outer walls 17. These outer walls, having
their outer ends connected by another outer

wall 18, thus form in effect an angular frame, -

which however, is foldable.

The joints between the flaps 16 and the
wall 12 are reinforced by strips of fabric 21
secured thereto, and the  joinfs between the
walls 17 and 18 are likewise reinforced by
strips of fabric 20. Moreover the walls 17
have secured to their inner faces reinforcing
strips 22. The inner side walls 11 and 12
have secured to their inner faces reinforcing
strips 23, and it will be observed, particularly
by reference to Figs. 2, 3 and 6 that the strips
93 terminate short of the ends of the walls 11
and 12.

The file when unfolded is shown in Fig. 6,
the angular outerframes 17-—18 being shown,
however, partially set up, although it will be
evident that it may be folded flat so that the
file will occupy but little space when in col-
lapsed condition.

To set up the file, the side flaps 13 of the
top 12# are folded flat upon the mner side of
said top 12%, and the top is passed through
the outer frame 17—18. ~The inner side walls
9 and 10 are laid flat upon the bottom 8 and
are also passed into said frame, after which
they are swung upwardly. This therefore
brings the side walls 9 and 10 within the
outer frame, and also thewall 11. . Moreover,
as illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3, the ends of the
inner side walls 9 and 10 abut against the m-
ner faces of the side walls 11 and 12.  Conse-
quently the side wall 11, which carries the
top cannot collapse inwardly, because of the
side walls 9 and 10, and cannot collapse out-
wardly, because of the rear outer wall 18.

_At the same time, the reinforcing strips 23 of

the inner side walls 11 and 12 have their ends

abutted against the inner faces of the mner.

side walls 9 and 10. Consequently these
walls cannot collapse inwardly because of
said reinforcing strips and cannot collapse
outwardly because of the outer walls 17.
The result is that the file is very rigid, the
top 12* as shown in Fig. 1, closes the open
upper side of the file, and the side flaps 13
thereof will pass downwardly between the
outer walls 17 and the inner walls 9 and 10,
while the front flap 14 will engage over the
front wall 12. Any suitable means may be
provided, however, for fastening the cover
in closed position. Thus in Figs. 1-4 inclu-
sive, a bendable metallic tongue 24 is em-
ployed that passes downwardly through a
keeper or staple 25 secured to the front wall,
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and is bendable about said keeper. This
also may be made a spring tongue, so that it
will frictionally maintain its position in the
keeper or staple. Instead of the fastener
above described, that shown in Fig. 7 may be
employed. In ‘this embodiment, a keeper
loop 26 is secured to the front wall ancrl) a
spring latch 27 carried by the flap 15, slidably
and detachably engages therein, being so
constructed that by pressing the latel in-
wardly, it may be readily disengaged from
the keeper. Suitably indexed filing leaves
28 are placed within the file, and may be ar-
ranged in any suitable manner.

From the foregoing, it is thought that the
construction, operation and many advan-
tages of the herein described invention will
be apparent to those skilled in the art, with-
out t%rther description, and it will be under-
stood that various changes in the size, shape,
proportion, and minor details of constrice.
tion, may be resorted to without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages of the invention. TFor instance
while the outer walls 17-—18 are shown as
connected to the front wall 12, they can be
as readily connected to one of the other inner
side walls without in any manner changing
the combination of parts by means of which
this advantageous form of file is obtained.
For instance, the box may be made of heavy
material so that it will not need reinforcing
at all. A structure embodying these modifi-
cations is illustrated in Figs 811 inclusive.
The bottom is designated 8%, and has folding
inner side walls 92,102, 112 and 125 To the
rear inner side wall 112 is connected a top 12b,
which is provided with oppositely tapered
side flaps 132, and a front flap 142, * The wall
11* is provided at its ends with folding flaps
16 to which are irremovably fastened the
ends of outer walls 17* connected at their
outer ends by another outer wall 182, form-
ing in effect an angular frame. It will be
observed that in this form, as shown, no re-
inforcing strips are employed. In use, the
inner walls 92, 102, and 124 are located with-
in the outer angular frame, and the side flaps
132 fit between the opposite inner and outer
walls.  In this structure the outer wall 132
is provided with a suitable keeper 252 in
which is engaged a tongue 24*. Index filing
leaves 282 are located in the file when set up.
BEzHaving thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is:—

1. A folding file, comprising a bottom,

separate foldable angularly disposed inner.

898,498

side walls connected at their lower edges to
the different edges of the bottom, a top con-
nected to the upper edge of one of the side
walls, angularly disposed folding outer walls
irremovably connected at their ends to each
other and to the ends of one of the side walls,
said outer walls being long enough to sur-
round and inclose the remaining inner side
walls and maintain them in set up condition
within the outer walls, and depending flaps
carried by certain of the free edges of the to
and slidably and detdchably fitting between
the outer walls and the adjacent inner walls.
2. A folding file, comprising a- bottom,
separate foldable angularly disposed inmer
side walls connected at their lower edges to
the different edges of the bottom, a top con-
nected to the upper edge of one of the side
walls, angularly disposed folding outer walls
irremovably connected at their ends to each
other and to the ends of one of the side walls,
said outer walls being long enough to sur-
round and inclose the remaining inner side
walls and maintain them in set up condition
within the outer walls, and depending flaps
carried by certain of the free edges of the top
and slidably and detachably fitting between
the outer walls and the adjacent mner walls,
certain of the inner walls aving their inner
ends detachably interfitted with the adjacent
angularly disposed inner side walls to main-
tain the latter against collapsing inwardly
and being thus also held against collapsing

by such interfitted engagement.

3. A folding file comprismg a bottom,
separate foldable angularly disposed inner
side walls connected at their lower edges to
the different edges of the bottom, angularly
disposed " folding outer walls connected at
their ends to each other and surrounding and
inclosing the inner side walls to revent their
outward collapsing, certain of the inner side
walls having their ends abutted against the
inner sides of the others, thereby preventing
said others collapsing mwardly, and rein-
forcing strips secured to the inner faces of
said other inner side walls and having their
ends abutted against the inner faces of the
first mentioned side walls to prevent said
first mentioned side walls from collapsing in-
wardly.

In testimony, that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
In the presence of two witnesses.

BENJ. B. McFADDEN.

Witnesses:

Frank L. Woosrer,
Wirriam L. Lewis.
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