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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ALBERT L HIGGINS, OF BAR HARBOR, MAINE. 

BLACKING-BOX HOLDER. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 532,875, dated January 8, 1895. 
Application filed March 3, 1894, 

To all whom it may concern: . 
Be it known that I, ALBERT L HIGGINS, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Bar 
Harbor, in the county of Hancock and State 
of Maine, have invented a new and useful 
Blacking-Box Holder, of which the following 
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is a specification. - 
The invention relates to improvements in 

blacking box holders. 
The object of the present invention is to 

provide a simple and exceedingly inexpen 
sive blacking box holder, which will possess 
great strength and durability, and which will 
enable a box of blacking to be securely 
clamped and held in convenient position for 
use, and which will permit an empty box to 
be readily detached and a full box to be 
quickly applied. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter more fully described, illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings and 
pointed out in the claim hereto appended. 
In the drawings:-Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of a blacking box holder constructed in 
accordance with this invention, a blacking 
box being applied. Fig. 2 is a similar view, 
the blacking box being removed. Fig. 3 is a 
longitudinal sectional view. Fig. 4 is a trans 
verse sectional view. Fig. 5 is a detail per 
spective view of the clamping jaws and the 
connecting bolt. Fig. 6 is a detail view of 
one of the guides. 
Like numerals of reference designate corre 

sponding parts in all the figures of the draw ings. 
1, designates a circular head or body pro 

vided with a handle 2, and having flat up 
per and lower faces and vertical side edges, 
and provided with a transversely disposed 
bore or opening 11, in which is located a con 
necting bolt 10, adapted to force clamping 
jaws 3, into engagement with the sides of a 
blacking box. 7. The clamping jaws 3, are 
L-shaped, having straight lower portions 4, 
arranged flat against the lower face of the 
body or head 1; and the upward extending 
portions 5, are arranged flat against the ver 
tical edges of the circular head or body; and 
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by this construction it will be seen that the 
body supports the L-shaped clamping jaws, 
and the latter are not liable to be readily 
broken or otherwise injured. 
The L-shaped clamping jaws are further 

supported by guides 8, depending from the 
lower face of the circular head or body and 
preferably consisting of rectangular staples, 
which are driven into the head or body, the 
latter being preferably made of wood. The 
horizontal or lower portions 4, of the L-shaped 
clamping jaws are disposed transversely of 
the head or body and the depending rectan 
gular keepers 8, are located adjacent to the 
side edges of the said head or body and are 
disposed longitudinally of the same. 
The bolt is provided at one end with a 

head. Its other end is threaded and has ar 
ranged on the latter a thumb nut 12; and the 
vertical portions 5, of the L-shaped clamp 
ing jaws are provided with openings 9, reg 
istering with the transverse bore or opening 
of the head or body and receiving the clamp 
ing bolt. By turning the thumb nut and 
screwing the same inward on the bolt, the L 
shaped clamping jaws will be moved inward 
and caused to clamp the blacking box. 
The vertical portions 5, of the clamping 

jaws, extend slightly above the upper face of 
the head or body, and these projecting por 
tions have inward extending spurs 6, dis 
posed at an inclination and adapted to en 
gage the opposite sides of a blacking box, 
and to tightly clamp the same. The arrange 
ment of the spurs tends to force the blacking 
box tightly against the upper face of the head 
or body, and they are disposed in pairs ad 
jacent to the opposite side edges of the jaws. 

It will be seen that the blacking boxholder 
is simple and comparatively inexpensive in 
construction, that it possesses great strength 
and durability, and that the jaws may be 
readily separated to release an empty black 
ing box, or be moved together to clamp an 
other box, and that the L-shaped clamping 
jaws conform to the exterior configuration of 
the circular head or body. 
Changes in the form, proportion and the 

minor details of construction may be resorted 
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to without departing from the principle or 
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in 
vention. 
What I claim is 
A blacking box holder, comprising a circu 

lar body provided with flat upper and lower 
faces and vertical side edges, and having a 
handle, said body being provided with a trans 
versely disposed opening extending entirely 
through it, the longitudinally disposed guides 
of rectangular form, depending from the lower 
face of the body and arranged adjacent to the 
opposite sides thereof, the transversely dis 
posed approximately-shaped clampingjaws 
having their flat lower-portions arranged on 
the lower face of the body and fitting in the 
depending guides, the vertical portions of the 
jaws being arranged against the opposite side 
edges of the body and projecting above the 

upper face of the same and provided with in- 2 o 
ward extending spurs, and having openings 
arranged at the terminals of the opening of 
the body and registering with the same, a 
transverse bolt passing through said openings 
and provided at one end with a head for en- 25 
gaging the adjacent jaw and having its other 
end extended and threaded, and a nut ar 
ranged on the extended end of the bolt and 
engaging the other jaw, substantially as de 
scribed. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

ALBERT L. HIGGINS. 
Witnesses: 

M. L. WHITMORE, 
L. B. DEASY. 

  


