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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

" HERBERT L. PANGBORN, OF MAQUOKETA, IOWA.

VAULT,

975,788.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Application filed July 27, 1909, Serial No. 509,819,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Hereerr L. Pawe-
BORN, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Maquoketa, in the county of Jackson
and State of Towa, have invented a new
and useful Vault, of which the following is
a specification.

It is the object of the present invention to
provide an improved construction of vault
for containing burial caskets.

The invention aims primarily to provide
a vault for this purpose which will be im-
pervious to moisture and will be substantial
when properly set up.

The vault embodying the present inven-
tion is comprised of a plurality of sections
which are fitted together to form the walls
of the vault and the invention aims to so
construct and form these sections that they

‘will sustain a maximum pressure or weight.

The invention further aims to provide
means for bonding and hermetically sealing
together the edges or meeting portions of
the sections of the vault so that not only will
these sections be held against separation but
moisture will be excluded.

In the accompanying drawings:—Figure 1
is a perspective view of the vault construct-
ed in accordance with the present inven-
tion, one of the sections comprising the top
wall of the vault and one of the sections
comprising the side walls being removed or
displaced but being illustrated also in per-
spective. Tig. 2 1s a vertical longitudinal
sectional view through about one-half of the
length of the vault. Fig. 3 is a vertical sec-
tional view in detail and through the meet-
ing of the edges of two of the sections show-
ing the manner in which these sections are
relatively disposed prior to being hermeti-
cally sealed. [Fig, 4 is a view similar to Fig.
3 showing the sections completely sealed.

In the drawings, the bottom wall of the
vault is indicated in. general by the refer-
ence character A, the top wall by the refer-
ence character B, the side wall by the ref-
erence character C, and the end walls by
the reference character D. As heretofore
stated, each of these walls is made of a plu-

rality of sections which are fitted edge to

edge and while it is preferable that the sec-
tions be of the same number, in the ordinary
vault, as herein illustrated, it is to be under-
stood that the number of sections compris-
ing each wall may vary.

The bottom wall A of the vault is illus-

trated as comprised of four sections indi-

-cated one by the reference numeral 5, an-

other by the reference numeral 6, and still
another by the reference numeral 7 and the
fourth by the reference numeral 8. Sections
5 and 8 are the end sections and are of coun-
terpart structure except that, in building or
in setting up the bottom wall, the two sec-
tions are disposed in reverse relation. Each
of these sections 5 and 8 has a long side edge
9 and a short side edge 10 and is further
bounded by an edge 11 which extends at
right angles to edges 9 and 10 and forms the
end edge of the bottom wall as an entirety.
In addition to the edges above described,
each section 5 and 8 has an oblique edge 12.
The sections 6 and 7 of the bottom wall of
the vault are also of counterpart structure
and are substantially identical in form or in
outline with the sections 5 and 8 except that

‘their edges corresponding to edges 11 in sec-

tions 5 and 8 are disposed one against the
other and extend transversely medially of
the vault. The oblique sections 5 and 6 are
disposed one against the other as are also
the corresponding edges of the sections 7 and
8 and in order to form a water tight joint
between these edges and also between the
straight edges of the sections 6 and 7 all of
the said edges are grooved as indicated, for
example, in Fig. 2 of the drawings by the
reference numeral 13, and in assembling the
several sections to complete the bottom wall
of the vault the sections are placed together
or rather in juxtaposition, as shown in Fig.
3 of the drawings, and a metallic bar 14 is
disposed with its longitudinal edges extend-
ing within the grooves 18 and cement, indi-
cated in the mass by the numeral 15, is then
poured into the space afforded by the said
edges of the sections, filling the grooves and
the space between the edges within the
grooves. After this has been done the sev-
eral sections are shoved together until their
edges abut, as shown in Fig. 4 of the draw-
ings, whereupon the cement is allowed to set
as will be readily understood.

The upper face of each section of the bot-
tom wall of the vault is formed, parallel to
its long and short side edges, with a groove,
which is indicated by the numeral 16 and
extends the entire length of the section.
These grooves of the several sections register
or match when the sections are assembled
whereby a continuous groove is afforded at
each side of the said bottom wall of the
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vaplt. In a similar manner, the sections 5
and 8 are formed in their upper faces paral-
lel to the edges 11 each with a groove 17.
From the foregoing, it will be understood
that when several sections of the bottom wall
of the vault are assembled a continuous

" groove of rectangular extent will result.

~ Each side of the vault is comprised of an
intermediate section 18 and the end sections

19 disposed one at each end of the indicated,

section 18. Section 18 is bounded by paral-

-lel upper and lower edges 20 and 21 respec-
“tively and oblique lateral edges 22 which in-
cline downwardly and outwardly, the upper:

edge 20 being of less length than the lower

edge 21. Each of the sections 19 is bounded
by upper and lower parallel edges 22 and-

23, respectively, by a vertical lateral edge

24 at right angles to edges 22’ and 23 and

by an oblique edge 25, disposed at the same

‘angle as edges 22 of the indicated section 18.:
Each of the edges of the several sections.
comprising the side walls of the vault is;
provided with 4 groove indicated by the nu-.
meral 26 with the exception of the vertical:
lateral edges on thé end sections of the side:

wall séctions and the edges of these sections
when disposed one against the other are her-
meétically bonded together in the same man-
ner as disclosed in describing the bottom sec-
tions of the vault. The end walls of the
vault are comprised each of a single section
indicated by the numeral 27 which is rec-

tangular in outline and in formed at each.

edge with a groove 28. ‘

Thé top wall of the vault is comprised of
four sections indicated severally by the nu-
merals 29, 30, 81 and 32 and these sections,
it the order mentioned, are identical with
the sections 5, 6, 7 and 8 comprising the bot-
tom wall of the vault and are assembled in
the same manner. Each of the end sections
19 6f the side walls of the vault is formed
in its inner face adjacent and parallel to its
vertical lateral edge.with a groove which is
indicated by the numeral 33 and is as-
sembled, the side walls with the end walls,
the said grooves 83 registering with the
grooves 28 formed in the vertical edges of
the end walls 27 of the vault and receiving
a bonding bar similar to the bar 14 in a like
manner. The under sides of the several sec-
tions comprising the top wall of the vault
aré assembled with grooves 34 which corre-
spond to grooves 16 and 17 formed in the
upper faces of the sections comprising the
bottom walls of the vault, and those grooves
in the sections of the top wall register with

975,788

the groovés 1in the upper edgéé of the side

.and end wall sections of the vault and the

top wall sections are disposed in assembled
relation upon said upper edges of the side
walls and bonding bars similar to bars 14

indicated by the numeral 35 being disposed

within the grooves.

Having thus fully described my invention
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is:+—

A burial vault having a bottom wall, a
top wall, side walls, and end walls, the said

bottom wall consisting of a plurality of sec-
tions fitted together edge to edge and having
their said edges formed with registering
grooves, the upper faces of the said sections
being each formed with a groove parallel
and adjacent to each side edge, the said
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grooves at each side of the said bottom wall -

registering at their ends, each of the said
side walls of the vault consisting of a plu-
rality of sections formed in their lower edges
with grooves registering with the grooves.in
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the urner faces of the sections of the bottom -
wall, the top wall also consisting of a plu-

rality of sections disposed at their side edges
upon the upper edges of the sections of the
side walls of the vault and formed in their
under faces adjacent and parallel to their
side edges with grooves, the upper edges of
the sections of the side walls of the vault
being formed with grooves registering with
the said grooves in the under faces of the

.sections of the top wall of the vault, the end

walls of the vault consisting each of a single
section formed in its upper, lower and side
edges with grooves, the end sections of the
bottom wall, the end sections of the top
wall, and the end sections of the side walls
being formed in their upper, under, and op-
posed faces respectively with grooves regis-
tering with the grooves in the edges of the
end walls, and bars fitted in all of the regis-
tering grooves, the sections of the bottom,
top, and side walls of the vault being each
of greater width at one end than at the other
and so arranged that the ends of the regis-
tering edges of the sections of the side walls
will be out of registration with the ends of
the registering edges of the bottom and top
walls. ;

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

HERBERT L. PANGBORN.

Witnesses:

H. L. BeNyAMIN,
Lew Hessk:
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