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(54) Titlee MECHANISM AND APPARATUS FOR WEB-BASED SEARCHING OF URI-ADDRESSABLE REPOSITORIES IN
A DISTRIBUTED COMPUTING ENVIRONMENT

(57) Abstract: A system and method for searching for Internet-based reposito-
ries within a distributed computing environment are provided. A client on adevice
may interact with a search service on the same or a different device to find spaces
(i.e., network-accessible XML object repositories) for storage and/or retrieval of
data. The client may send an XML search request to the search service. The
search request may include one or more desired characteristics, such as keywords,
which are sought of a space. Based upon the search request, the search service
may generate search results including locations (e.g., URIs) of one or more result-
ing spaces. The spaces may include web pages. In generating the search results,
the search service may interact with a network-accessible third-party search en-
gine, such as a browser-accessible search engine. The search service may obtain a
service advertisement for each of the resulting spaces. Each service advertisement
includes information which is usable to access the respective space. The search
service may send the search results, including the advertisements and/or URIs,
to the client to enable the client to access the resulting spaces at their respective
locations. The search service may store the search results in a results space and
send the address of the results space to the client.
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