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Lo all whom TE. may coneeri:

Be it known that I, Harorp BErg, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Jacobs-
ville, in the county of Houghton and State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Boat-Lashing De-
vices, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

The invention relates to improvements in
boat lashing devices.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of devices for
holding life-boats in an upright position on
the deck of a vessel, and to provide a simple,
inexpensive and ellicient device to enable
the four lashings of a life-boat to be simul-
taneously released without the aid of a knife,
aX, or other tool.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a boat lashing device, which will not
jam and become inoperative should the life-
boat shift its position through heavy seas.

Another object of the invention 1s to pro-
vide a metallic boat lashing, which will not
freeze or become inoperative in cold weather,
and from which the parts will not become
separated when the device is detached.

The invention also has for its object to pro-
vide a boat lashing which may be instantly
released in event of an accident, and which
will also be capable of effecting a great saving
in time in unlashing and lashing boats during
fire and boat drills. :

It is also the object of the invention to pro-
vide a boat lashing device which will be
capable of longitudinal adjustment, to suif
the size of the boat to be held and to regulate
the strain on the same.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in the construction and
novel combination and arrangement of parts,
hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, and pointed out in
the claims, hereto appended; it being under-
stood that various changes in the form, pro-
portion, size and minor details of construe-
tion, within the scope of the claims, may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of the
invention.

In the drawing:—Figure 1 is a transverse
sectional view of a life-boat provided with
boat lashings constructed in accordance with
this invention, one of the lashings being
shown in its locked position, and the other
lashing being released. Iig. 2 is a perspec-

trated in Fig.

tive view of the boat lashing device detached.
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view of the
central portion of the boat lashing device.

Like numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the
drawing.

1 designates an upper member of a boat
lashing device, the said upper member being
substantially in the form of a hook-shaped
rod, and provided at its upper end with a bill
2, for engaging the rail of a boat, the ter-
minal 3 of the bill being bent downward to
engage the inner edge of the rail, whereby
the upper member 1 of the boat lashing de-
vice is effectively prevented from accidentally
slipping out of engagement with the boat.
The lower portion 4 of the upper member is
bifurcated, and is curved longitudinally to
clear an upper pivot 5, which connects the
inner end of a lever 6 with the lower member
7 of the boat lashing device. The lower
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member 7 is in the form of a turn-buckle, -

and the lever 6 is pivoted at an intermediate
point by a pin or rivet 8 to the lower mem-
ber, and is adapted to be swung downward
from the position illustrated at the left hand
side of Fig. 1 of the drawing, to that shown
at the right hand side of the said figure,
whereby the upper and lower members of the
boat lashing device are drawn together or
moved longitudinally on each other. This
causes the upper member to engage the rail
of the boat, the strain on the boat being regu-
lated by the turn-buckle. The lever 1s pro-
vided with a slight bend 9, which oflsets the
outer or handle portion from the lower mem-
ber of the boat lashing device, when the parts
are in their locked position, as clearly illus-
3 of the drawing. This con-
struction arranges the handle 1 convenient
position to enable it to be readily grasped,
when it is desired to release the boat 10.

The turn-buckle is composed of upper and
lower sections 11 and 12, the upper section
being provided at its lower end with a nut 13
for engaging the lower section 12, which is in
the form of a serew. The said upper section
is composed of two side rods spaced apart to
receive a screw, and connected at their lower
ends by the said nut 13. The side rods of
the upper section are also connected near
their upper ends by a cross-piece 14, which
maintains the side rods in their spaced rela-
tion. The upper ends of the side rods of the
upper section are provided with eyes to re-
ceive the pivot 5, and the cross-piece 14,
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which has terminal eyes for the reception of
the side rods of the upper section, is bowed
or bent between its ends to offset it from the
operating lever, when the latter is in its
locked position. The lower end of the screw
12 is provided with a hook 15, for engaging
an eye-bolt 16 in the deck of a vessel.

The operating lever is locked in its posi-
tion contiguous to the turn-buckle by means
of a gravity locking device, consisting of a
ring 17 arranged to encircle or embrace the
upper portion of the turn-buckle and the
upper portion of the operating lever when
the parts are locked, as shown in Fig. 3. The
cross-piece 14 serves as a stop for limiting
the downward movement of the ring 17, and
when it is desired to release the bolt, the ring
is lifted above the turn-buckle and the lever
is swung outwardly and upwardly. This
disengages the upper member from the rail
of the boat, and 1t will be apparent that the
four boat lashing devices employed for hold-

. ing a boat in an upright position on the deck
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of a vessel, may be simultaneously and in-
stantly operated to release the boat. Also
it will be clear that should the boat shift its
position through heavy seas, the boat lashings
will not become jammed in any manner that
will impair their operativeness. There is no
liability of a boat becoming accidentally re-
leased, and it will be clear that the device
will effect a great saving in time, both in lash-
ing and unlashing a boat during fire and boat
drills. The sections of the turn-buckle are
adjustable to vary the length of the device
to suit the size of a boat, and it will also en-
able the strain on a boat to be readily regu-
lated.

A distinctive feature of my invention is the
permanent pivotal connection of the lever

. with the two members or sections, whereby

the parts of the device are always connected
together and there is no time lost in hunting
for missing parts.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patents, is:—

1. A device of the class described com-
prising two members, one of which is pro-
vided with means for engaging a boat,
means for anchoring the other member, an
operating lever pivoted to each of the said
members and thereby permanently connect-
ing the same and adapted to draw the said
members together to clamp a boat, and
Jeans for locking the lever.

2. A device of the class described com-
prising two members, one of which is pro-
vided with means for engaging a boat,
means for anchoring the other member, an
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operating lever pivoted at one end to one of
the said members and also pivoted at an in-
termediate point to the other member and
adapted to draw the members together to
clamp a boat, and a gravity locking device
for the said lever.

3. A device of the class described com-
prising two members, one of which is com-

posed of two sections adjustable on each

other to vary the length of the device, an op-
erating lever pivoted to each of the said
members and adapted to draw the same to-
gether to clamp a boat, and means for lock-
ing the lever for retaining the device in en-
gagement with the boat. '

4. A device of the class described, com-
prising two members, one of which consists
of a turn-buckle for varying the length of the
device, and a lever pivoted to each of the

members for drawing the same together and’

{)or locking them in such position to clamp a
oat.

5. A device of the class described com-
prising an upper member having boat en-
gaging means, a turn-buckle comprising a
serew, and a section having a nut for engag-
ing the screw and provided with spaced sides,
and a lever pivoted at one end between the
said sides and connected at an intermediate
point with the upper member and adapted
to swing downward between the said sides to
cause the upper member to clamp a boat.

6. A device of the class described com-
prising an upper member, a turn-buckle pro-
vided with spaced rods, a cross-piece con-
necting the rods at an intermediate point, a
lever pivoted between the rods and connect-
ed with the upper member and arranged to
swing downward between the rods, the move-
ment of the lever being imited by the said
cross-piece, and means for locking the lever
contiguous to the cross-piece.

7. A device of the class described com-
prising an upper member, a turn-buckle pro-
vided with spaced rods, a cross-piece con-
necting the rods at an intermediate point, a
lever pivoted between the rods and connected
with the upper member and arranged to
swing downward between the rods, the
movement of the lever being limited by the
said cross-piece, and a ring embracing the
lever and the said rods and supported by the
cross-piece. ‘ .

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

HAROLD BERG.

Witnesses :'
J. W. Wyckorr,
Gro. T. HypE.

65

70

75

8o

85'

qc

95

100

105"

10




