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To all, uhon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, HENRY J. REUTER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at St. 
Louis, Missouri, have invented a certain new 
and useful Improvement in Temporary Bind 
ers, of which the following is a full, clear, and 
exact description, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, forming part 
of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a device 
constructed in accordance with my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the device 
shown in Fig. 1, and Fig. 3 is an enlarged de 
tail view showing the construction of one of t leaf-holding spindles and clamping mem 
e.S. 

. This invention relates to devices for tem 
porarily binding together a number of sheets 
or leaves. 
The main object of my invention is to pro 

vide a device of the character referred to that 
will be compact, of simple construction and 
inexpensive to manufacture, and in which the 
clamping members will not be liable to come 
unfastened accidentally, and thus release the 
sheets or leaves. 

Referring to the drawings which represent 
the preferred form of my invention, 1 desig 
nates two leaf-holding spindles which pro 
ject upwardly from a base-plate 2, that is 
fastened to a cover-board 3. Coöperating 
with each spindle 1 is a clamping member 
which is substantially U-shaped and prefer 
ably formed from a flat strip of spring metal, 
the lower leg 4 of said member being con 
nected to the base-plate by the spindle, 
which extends through said plate, and the 
upper leg 5 of said member being provided 
with an opening 6 of greater diameter than 
the end of the spindle 1, so that said upper leg 
can be pressed down over the end of said 
spindle and underneath a notch 7 therein to 
securely clamp the sheets together, as shown 
in Fig. 2. 
To prevent the clamping member from be 

ing accidentally unlocked, as would be liable 
to happen if the curved portion of said mem 
ber was knocked or subjected to pressure, I 
have provided the upper leg 5 with an up 
wardly-projecting lips, which extends into 
an opening or recess 9, formed in the head 1 
of the spindle, so that the only way in which 
the clamping member can be released is by 
pressing downwardly on said upper leg, as 

! shown in Fig. 3. The upper leg can then be 
bent backwardly, as indicated in dotted lines 
in Fig. 3, to permit the sheets to be removed 
from the spindles. 

I have herein shown the preferred embodi 
ment of my invention as being in the form of 
a book comprising two cover-boards 3, that 
are connected together by a flexible back 3; 
but it will of course be understood that the 
base-plate and the spindles and clamping 
members connected thereto could be fastened 
to a single back piece, and thus produce a de 
vice similar to a pad. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

seen that the clamping means of my device 
are very compact and occupy but little space, 
and as the binder consists of only a few sim 
ple parts it can be manufactured at a small 
cost. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. A temporary binder comprising a base 
plate having leaf-holding spindles projecting 
upwardly therefrom, clamping members co 
operating with each spindle and consisting of 
flat pieces of spring metal that are connected 
to the base-plate and extend over said spin 
dles, said clamping members being provided 
with openings through which the spindles 
project, and shoulders on said spindles under 
which said clamping members extend; Sub 
stantially as described. 

2. A temporary binder comprising a base 
plate carrying upwardly-projecting leaf-hold 
ing spindles that are provided at their upper 
ends with shoulders, and U-shaped spring 
metal clamping members connected to said 
base-plate and provided with openings 
through which said spindles project, the 
edges of said openings extending underneath 
the shoulders on the spindles; substantially 
as described. 

3. A temporary binder comprising a base 
plate carrying upwardly-projecting leaf-hold 
ing spindles provided at their upper ends 
with notches, a spring-metal U-shaped clamp 
ing member coöperating with each spindle 
and having its lower leg connected to the 
base-plate, the upper leg of said member be 
ing provided with an opening through which 
the spindle projects, and an upwardly-ex 
tending lip on said upper leg which projects 
into a recess formed in the spindle when the 
clamping member is in operative position, 
substantially as described. 
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4. A temporary binder comprising cover- being provided with an Opening through 
boards connected together by a flexible back, which the spindle extends, and an upwardly 
a base-plate connected to one of said cover- projecting lip on said leg which extends into 15 
boards, upwardly - projecting leaf-holding a recess in the spindle; substantially as de 

5 spindles extending through said plate and scribed. 
provided at their upper ends with notches, In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
U-shaped clamping members coöperating signature, in the presence of two witnesses, 
with each spindle and being formed from flat this 8th day of October, 1906. 
pieces of spring metal, the lower leg of each HENRY J. REUTER. 

io of said members being connected to the base- Witnesses: 
plate by means of the spindle with which it WELLS L. CHURCH, 
coöperates, and the upper leg of said member GEORGE BAKEWELL. 

  


