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To all whom it may concern: o

Be it known that I, Reveex B. Bexsa-
MIN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at-Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Plural Lamp-Sockets, of
which the following is a ful, clear, concise,
and exact description, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing, forming a
part of this specification. ,

This invention relates to improvements.in
plural lamp. sockets and has for one of its

" objects the provision of a device of this class
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in which the lamps carried thereby are sepa-
rately controllable, so as to provide for the
&regulation of the number of lamps which are
birning at one time. o
B\nother object is to provide a plural lamp-
hétding device which is of simple and eco-
noiical construction,
A still further object is to provide such
a device which may be readily changed to
vary the number of lamps which the device
is adapted to carry. L

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

is a top plan view of the device with the
back plate removed; Fig. 2 is a sectional

- view of the same, the section being taken on
the line 2-2 of Fig. 1, part of the interior
construction being shown in elevation; Fig.
3 is a broken clevational detail showing a
method of preventing the rotation of a lamp
holder in its opening in the casing.

In the several figures of the drawings, in
which like reference nwmerals indicate the
same parts throughout, 5 is the lower portion
of the ¢asing consisting of a substantially
hemispherical shell, the upper edge of which
is expanded at 6 to a slightly larger diameter
than the main portion. 'The back: plate 7
forms the remainder of the casing and ex-
tends into-the enlarged portion 6 of the
hemispherical shell 5 when the parts are as-
sembled, being held in place therein by a
bayonet connection ‘comprising a series of
slots. 8, preferably three in number, .in the

_ back plate, and corvesponding inwardly-pro-
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jecting ping 9 on the shell 5. Leading down-
wardly from the slots 8 are passages 10,
through which the pins 9 pass when the shell
5 is being pul up in place; whercby these
pins are led into the slots 8.
9 have passed into the slots the shell is given
a slight rotation to carry these pins to the
inner ends of the slots. '

-in the casing,

After the ping

The shell -5 is provided with a circularly:
arranged series of openings, as many innum-
ber as the number of lamps which it is de-
sired that the device shall carry. I have
illustrated herein a casing provided with
four such openings. In each of these open-
ings is arranged a lamp-receiver comprising
an insulating bushing 11 having a portion
12 of reduced diameter.
are passed through the openings in the cas-
ing from the inside of said casing, and ave
held against rotation in the openings by

These ‘bushings.
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forming each of the bushings with a pair of -

diametrically opposite grooves 13, 13 and
providing on the cusing a pair of. corre-
sponding tongues 14, 14 which, ‘when the
bushing is passed out through. the opening

g, occupy the grooves 13, 13 in
the bushing: The bushings are held against

inward movement by the insulating base 15, 7

which is formed with inclined converging
sides '16 bearing against the bushings 11
After the bushings 11 and base 15 -have beci
put in place in the casing the base .15 is

seeured in place by means of a’ bolt 17, ex- ¢

tending centrally throngh the base and cas-
ing and provided with a nut 18 on.the exte-
rior of the casing. o
Lach of the lamp-holders is provided with
an outer contact member which, when the de-
vice is adapted for Edison lamps, will take
the form of a threaded shell 19. - This
threaded shell is provided with an outturned
flange 20 which engages the inner cireum-

ference of the hushing and prevents the shell
being drawn outward when the lamp is
serewed into the same.

This <hell 19 is
further provided with retaining means” in
the form of a pair of laterally-extending
tongues 21 and 22, Over the tongue 29 lies
a plate 23 provided with a binding serew

24, This plate 23 is held in place by means |

of a screw 25, the head of which is sunk in
the bushing 11, and which passes through
the plate 23 and tongue 22.
a separale binding terminal is provided for
each of the sockets, whereby it 1s:made pos-

sible, by the use of proper wiring and suit-

able switching means, to control each lamp
or to combine these lamps in groups of such
numbers as may be desived. Tf this group-
ing’ feature be not desived, a wire or other
suitable conductor may be arranged to con-
neet all of these binding terminals together.

Center lamp-terminal-engaging means are il
~Jag ]

By this means 1
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contact menber

provided for the sockets, this means con-

sisting of a ring 26 \\luch extends around
the bdse 15 and

hase by means of three screws 27 passing

is held in place en said

throngh the base into lugs 28 formed on the |

rg.
the ring and occupy recesses 29 formed for
their accommodation in the base 15. A
fourth lug 30 on the plate 26 is provided
with a bmdum screw 31 by means of w hich
a lead may be connected with the ring 26.

Having thus deseribed my inv ention what
1 claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Pateut is:

1. In a plural lamp-holding device, a cas-
ing, insulating lamp- 11()1(41110 means carried
b) said ca s, separate outer contacts for
said lamp-holding means, a separate bind-
ing terminal for each of said outer contacts,
a continuous center contact for all of said
lamp - holding devices, a binding terminal
for
carrying s
tcrmiuzu said base being removable inde-
puulcntlv of suid outer contacts or their
Linding terminals.

21 a plural lamp-holding dcwcq, 2 cas-
ing baving luup-receiving openings, outer

Thege lugs are bcm inwardly {from

Luup terminal- engaging members carried by -

said casing and wucspundmtr to said open-

ings, each of saud niembers having its own
binding terminal, an tnuer contact opposite
cach of said openings, a binding terwminal

common to all of suid inney (,om.aus, and a !

base to which said conunou binding terminal
15 secured, said base being secured in sail
casihg 111d(,p(,11de,ntly of said outer lamyp-
termnal engaging members
iml(,puldultly of said members.

3. In a plural lanip-holding device, a cas-
ing having laump - vecéiving openings, an
outer centact corresponding to cach of said
openings, an inner contact cotnnon to all of

and removable -

suid openings, separate binding terminals

for said outer contacts, and a base carrying
said imner contacl and made removable in-
(l(?])(_ll(l()lllly of sald outer contacts.

- I aplurad Tanp-holding device, a cas- |
ing lm\mu l,unp-lvu-xnnu opetings, an in- |
Nk lml"» it iing in cach of said openings, !

a Civended shel ! m cach of said lmshmtrs, a
n.mlu a terminal for each of said thre ld(d
hells, i isudating member within said cas-
Gig nrranged to engage ~utl brshings and
Sl (he same in s ¢ openings, i d!lllll[‘ll‘

sulating menber and forining a center con-
et for engagement with all of the lamps,
and n binding terminal for said annular
cemtael weinber,
S tu s plarad Tamp-holding (lunv the

comhinntion of a ceasing, conducting l.unp-

extending around said in-

I enfr'wmu contact secured in each of
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receiving shells carrvied by said d.smg,'un
individual binding terminal for each of said
shells carried by and insulated from the-cas-
ing, an insulating member loeated within
sald casing and secured therein independ-
ently of said shells, and means carried by
said insulating member for electrically con-
neeting with the center terminals of lunps
inserted into said shells.

6. In a plural lamp-holding device, the
combmatwn of a casiug, Lonductmo lamip-
receiving shells carried by said casing and
insulated therefrom, an ndependent bind-
ing terminal for each of said shells, an in-
.sulaung member within said casing, secured
therein dependently of said
nieans carried by said msulating mumber for
elecirically conneeting with the center ter-
minals of Tamps inserted into said shells.

7. dna plural langp-holding device, the

' coibinaiion of a easing im\m«r H p]m.tll.\
sald center contact member, and a Lase
sald center contact and its binding

of opeunings, an lllsllldllll(' lnnp recelving
member ineach of said openings, w L.

suled in-
.sulalm«» menbers, lndependent binding {er-
minals tlu‘d wosecured to said lll\llldllll"’
members, and a sccond comtact within said
casing corvesponding o cach of said lap-
receiving mebers

8. In a phual Lunp holding deviee, the
combination of a easing In\mu a pluratny
ol openings, an Ax‘~ll|.1(lll" lunp receiv
member inserted nto each ut siid vpenings
from the inside ol said casing, a lamp-cn-
guging contact secured it caely of said di-
sulating members, independent binding ter-
winals =ccured to said sulating wmewmbers, a
base insertible into said casing afier said
insulating members have been 1)(.1(ml i po-
sition and arv: anged 1o engage satd insulat-
ing members and therehy Told said members
in p(m(u)n, and means carvied by said base
for engaging the center ferminals of the
lamps. _

9. In a phn al lamp-holding device, the
combination of a casing having a plurality
of openings, an ln~u|.mn«> Luupluu\mw
wember inserted into each “of said openings
from {he 1nside of the easing, a base in-
serted into said casing after st isulaling
members have been placed in position and
avranged to hold said members in position,
a threaded shell in each of suid insulating
members, and means on said base for en-
gaging the center terminals of said members.

In witness whereof, I"have hereunto sub)-
seribed my name in the presenee of Lwo wit-
nesses,

REUBEN Ib. BENJAMIN.
Witnesses: :

M. L. Fannag,
Cuarris .. Horkins,

hclla, and
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