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To all whom it may concern: " . 
Be it known that I, REUBEN B. BENJA 

MIN, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 

5 of Illinois, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Plural Lamp-Sockets, of 

O 

which the following is a full, clear, concise, 
and exact description, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawing, forming a 
part of this specification. . . 
This invention relates to improvements in 

plural lamp sockets and has for one of its 
objects the provision of a device of this class 
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in which the lamps carried thereby are sepa 
rately controllable, so as to provide for the 

&regulation of the number of lamps which are 
burning at one time. 

Another object is to provide a plural lamp 
hólding device which is of simple and eco 
nonical construction. 
A still further object is to provide such 

a device which may be readily changed to 
vary the number of lamps which the device 
is adapted to carry. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 

is a top plan view of the device with the 
back plate removed; Fig. 2 is a sectional 
view of the same, the section being taken on 
the line 2-2 of Fig. 1, part of the interior 
construction being shown in elevation; Fig. 
3 is a broken clevational detail showing a 
method of preventing the rotation of a lamp 
holder in its opening in the casing. . 
In the several figures of the drawings, in 

which like reference numerals indicate the 
same parts throughout 5 is the lower portion 
of the casing consisting of a substantially 
hemispherical shell, the upper edge of which 
is expanded at 6 to a slightly larger diameter 
than the main portion. The back plate 7 
forms the remainder of the casing and ex 
tends into the enlarged portion 6 of the 
hemispherical shell 5 when the parts are as 
sembled, being held in place therein by a 
bayonet connection comprising a series of 
slots. 8, preferably three in number, in the 
back plate, and corresponding inwardly-pro 
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jecting pins 9 on the shell 5. Leading down 
wardly from the slots 8 are passages 10, 
through which the pins 9 pass when the shell 
5 is being put up in place, whereby these 
pins are led into the slots S. After the pins 
9 have passed into the slots the shell is given 
a slight rotation to carry these pins to the 
inner ends of the slots. 

Screwed into the same. 

The shell 5 is provided with a circularly 
arranged series of openings, as many innum 
ber as the number of lamps which it is de 
sired that the device shall carry. I have 
illustrated herein a casing provided with 
four such openings. In each of these open 
ings is arranged a lamp-receiver comprising 
an insulating bushing 11 having a portion 
12 of reduced diameter. These bushings. 
are passed through the openings in the cas 
ing from the inside of said casing, and are 
held against rotation in the openings by 
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forming each of the bushings with a pair of 
diametrically pite grooves 13, 13 and 
providing on the casing a pair of corre 
sponding tongues 14, 14 which, when the 
bushing is passed out through the opening 
in the casing, occupy the grooves 13, 13 in 
the bushing. The bushings are held against 
inward movement by the insulating base 15, 
which is formed with inclined converging 
sides 16 bearing against the bushings 11. 
After the bushings 11 and base 15 have been 
put in place in the casing the base 15 is 
secured in place by means of a bolt 17, ex- 3. 
tending centrally through the base and cas 
ing and provided with a nut 18 on the exte 
rior of the casing. 

Each of the lamp-holders is provided with 
an outer contact member which, when the de 
vice is adapted for Edison lamps, will take 
the form of a threaded shell 19. This 
threaded shell is provided with an out turned 
flange 20 which engages the inner circum 
ference of the bushing and prevents the shell 
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being drawn outward when the lamp is 
This shell 19 is 

further provided with retaining calls in 
the form of a pair of laterally-extending 
tongues 21 and 22. Over the toigte 22 lies 
a plate 23 provided with a binding strew 
24. This plate 23 is held in place by means 
of a screw 25, the head of which is sunk in 
the bushing 11, and which passes through 
the plate 23 and tongue 22. I3. 
a separate binding terminal is provided for 
each of the sockets, whereby it is made pos 
sible, by the use of proper wiring and suit- is 
able switching means, to control each lamp 
or to combine these lamps in groups of such lis 
numbers as may be desired. If this group 
ing feature be not desired, a wire or other 
Suitable conductor may be arranged to con 
nect all of these binding terminals together. 
Center lamn-terminal-engaging means are i i0 s's 
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provided for the sockets, this means cons 
sisting of a ring 20 which extends around 
the base 15 and is held in place ell sail 
base by means of three screws 2 passing 
through the base into lugs 2S, fol'nei ol lie 
ring. Thuse lugs are bent in Wardly roll) 
the ring and occuley recesses 29 foruled for 
their accommodation in the base 15. A 
fourth lug 30 on the plate 26, is provided 
with a binding screw 31 by meals of which 
a lead may be connected with the ring 26. 
Having thus described my invention what 
claim as new and desire to Secure by Let 

tel's Pate it is: 
1. in a plural lamp-holding device, a cas 

ing, insulating lamp-holding means carried 
by said casing, separate outer contacts for 
said lamp-holding means, a separate bind 
ing terminal for each of said outer contacts, 
a continuous center contact for all of said 
lanup - holding devices, a binding terminal 
for said center contact member, and a base 
carrying said center colltact and its billding 
terminal, said base being removable incle 
percently of said outer contacts or their 
binding I erainals. 

2. 1n a plural launp-holding device, a cas 
iing laving allup-receiving openings, Outer 
launp-terminal-engagilig ulembers carried by 
said casing and corresponding to said opeil 
ings, each of silict lienubel's having its own 
binding Lel'Initial, an iner colltact opposite 
each of said openings, a pinding terminal 
colniuon to all of Said iller contacts, and a 
base to which said connoll inding terminal 
is secured, said base being secured ill sail 
casing independently of said outer laup 
terrillial engaging membel's and relilo Valle 
inclependently of said members. 

3. In a plural lanup-holding levice, a cas 
ing having lamp - receiving openings, an 
Otter contact corresponding to each of said 
opellings, an illner contact columula to all of 
Said openings, separate binding terminals 
for said otite' contacts, allu a base cat'rying 
Said illner ci) tact and inade renovable ill 
(ice (eity of sail outer contacts. 

J, it a plural alip-holding device, a cas 
ing a vig lap-le'civing openings, an in 
stilatilig 1:1:iing in each of said openings, 
a treatlet sell in each of said pushings, a 
ji iliig ( 'i'ial for each of saic threaded 
shills, it i:Stilating member within said cas 

; : "it ig' (l to ('gage said bishings and 
it the same it S:til Opelings, an annular 

c}} tact ener extending aro ind said in 
silating it'i ber : 1) forming a center con 
1 it for engagelicit with all of the lamps, 
it it a litting tertial for said a nullar 
(: it: 't eine'. 

... it a piiri lanp-hilling device, the 
c. 11; it lation of a casig, conducting lamp 
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receiving shells carried by Sail alig, a 
individual binding terminal for each of said 
shells carried by and insulated from the cas 
ing, all insulating member located within 
Said casing, and Secured therein independ 
ently of said shells, and means carried by 
said insulating inelnber for electrically coll 
necting with the center terminals of laps 
inserted into said shells. 

6. In a plural lamp-holding device, the 
colubination of a casing, conducting lanp 
receiving shells carried by said casing and 
insulated therefrom, an independent bind 
ing terminal for each of said shells, an ill 
Sillating illember within said casing, securett 
therein illependently of said shells, anti 
nealls callied by said insulating member for 
electrically connecting with the center ter 
iiinals of lamps insertect into Said shells. 

f. in a plural lailip-holling device, the 
coillbination of a caning having a plurality 
of opellings, all ills lating lamp-receiving 
lic litti in each of sail (penings, a lit. 
engaging contact secured it cauli of stil ii 
Suat lighieib'1's, indepeiitle it binding cr 
minals therefor secured to said insulating 
nienbei's, and a second c. 1ntact. within said 
casing (: 11'respoil ling it each of said lap 
receiviiig meller's. 

S. ln a pli II'al lalip-holding levice, tile 
combiilation of a casing having it plurality 
of (opellings, all ij sulating lap-receik i ; 
meller insertel it) : cil of said peii!gs 
from the insicle () saic cit sing, a lal-e- 
gaging contact seci rel ii eael of said ii 
slating mellbei's, inleien (lent binding ter 
lminals secured to sail islating eliters, a 
base insertille into sail casing after saic 
insulating lenber's have been place it p?)- 
sitioi and arranged to engage said insulat 
ing meine's and the rely hold said member's 
in position, a ('ins arrielly sail base 
for cigaging the center tellinals ()f the 
a ps. 
9. In a plul'al lap-lolling levice, the 

combination of a casing laving a plurality 
of openings, all insiilating lap-receiving 
ember inserted into eacli of said openings 

from the inside of the casing, a base ill 
seited into sail casing after said insulating 
members have been placed in position and 
arranged to hold said :enbers in position, 
a threaded shell in each of sail insulating 
neers, and means on said base for en 
gaging the center tel'Initials of Said members, 

In witness whereof, I have here into sul 
scribed iny name in the presence of two wit 
(SSOS, w 

REUBIN 3. BENAMIN. 
Witnesses: 

M. I. IARAI, 
CiAir. Es L. Hoek 1Ns. 
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