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This invention relates to laundry equipment in' general,
and relates more specifically to a cabinet for enclosing
stationary laundry tub units.

The primary object. of this invention is to beautify
laundry tubs at a reasonable cost, with a kit of parts any
home dweller can install easily and quickly with simple
tools.

A particular object of this invention is to provide a
sheet metal tub cabinet adjustable to snug tightly to any
standard stationary laundry tub unit regardless of small
size differences between units made by different manu-
facturers, to thereby provide a rigid resistance to deforma-
tion and drumming,

Another object of this invention is to provide an im-
proved strip anchor nut system for assembling panels
of a tub cabinet, wherein a series of anchor nut -grips
may be placed beyond the reach of the installer without
the expense of using “blind” rivets.

Other objects and a fuller understanding of the inven-
tion may be had by referring to the following description
and claims, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a laundry tub
cabinet incorporating the features of this invention;

Figure 2'is a top view of the cabinet illustrated in
Figure 1;.

Figure 3 is a side view of the cabinet, with the position
of conventional laundry tubs illustrated by dotted lines
within the cabinet;

Figure 4 is a sectional view along line 4—4 of Flgure 3;

Figure 5 is an exploded view of the corner construction
between front and side panels permitting position ad]ust—
ment in a flat plane; and,

Figure 6 is a section along line 6—6 of Figure 1 illus-
trating the improved telescoping adjustment construction
of the front .and side panels, and the strip-like anchor.

Figures 1, 2 and 3 of the drawings illustrate substan-
tially the outside appearance and design of a cabinet for
laundry tubs incorporating the improved features of this
invention, whereas the remaining figures of the drawings
illustrate the details -of construction. .This cabinet has
been designed for installation by the home owner with a
minimum of the simplest tools, and is constructed for
simplicity in order that any person with a minimum of
mechanical skill can accomplish a perfect assembly job
with ease.

The -cabinet comprises basically a front panel 10 with
end panels 11 joined together to form a front and side
enclosure for laundry tubs. . The Figures 1 and 2 indicate
that the illustrated embodiment is designed for the double
type of stationary laundry tubs normally found in base-
ment laundries, but it will of course be understood that
a single tub can be provided with the illustrated type of
cover by the simple expedient of having a front panel 10
of ‘only half the illustrated width. = Lids 13 complete the
cabinet and provide a flat table top surface i in addition to
covering the unsightly stationary tubs.

.. The illustrated embodlment of .the mventlon prowdes‘
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the solution for making a universal kit which will fit
substantially all stationary tubs regardless of their age.
It has been found that virtually all stationary tubs will
vary only within a matter of ¥ inch or less. However,
this variation in length from side to side of the tubs made
by various manufacturers would necessitate making the
cabinet over-sized to take care of all size stationary tubs.
Such over-sized cabinet is very undesirable because the
side panels are preferably made of relatively light gauge
metal for economic and weight reasons, and accordingly
would then be unsupported and have a considerable
“drum” effect unless braced on the ‘inside. Bracing of
course increases cost considerably.

In the illustrated embodiment of this invention, the

front panel 10 is made with flat edge areas, but the side
panels 11 are provided with end flanges or corner portions
19. A series of longitudinally extending slots 20 are
provided in the edge area of the front panel 10 as best
illustrated in the Figure 5 of the drawings. The screw
head locations. in Figure 1 illustrate the number of such
slots required, but the Figure 5 will iltustrate the prefer-
able length of the slots. Usually ¥4 to 3 inch slots will
suffice. The flange 19 is provided with small round holes,
but a screw or bolt passing therethrough will not stop
lateral movement of the side panels 11 with respect to
the front panel 10 because of the elongated slots 20.
Accordingly, it will be seen that the front panel 10 may
be placed in position in front of a unit of stationary
tubs and side panels 11 preliminarily assembled thereto.
Thereafter the side panels 11 may be forced tightly against
the lateral side surfaces of the stationary tubs and then
the side panels and front panel tightly bolted into per-
manent position. Thus the sides of the stationary tubs
give.good solid support to the side panels 11.
““An improved joining method has been developed as
part of this invention for securing the side panels 11 and
the front panel 10 in the properly located position. The
panels of course must be assembled upon the stationary
tubs if ‘the best tight fit'is to be obtained. However, once
the panels are fitted upon the stationary tubs a very diffi-
cult problem arises in providing an anchor means of any
type, such as a conventional nut on the back surface of
the panels, because of the inaccessible position due to lack
of internal room. A strip nut anchor member 21 has
been provided having a series of holes longitudinally
spaced therealong to register with the longitudinal slots
20 in the panel 8. These openings in the anchor mem-
ber 21 may be tapped to engage a conventional screw, or
may be small to admit a self-threading sheet metal screw.
Two doors 30 are provided in the front panel 10 for plac-
ing objects within the cabinet for storage and for inspec-
tion, repairing and cleaning under the stationary tubs.

The front panel 18 is provided with a top flange 17 as
best illustrated in Figure 5. Furthermore, the end panels
11 are provided with top flanges 18 as also illustrated in
Figure 5. The side panels 11, prior to bending the flanges
19 thereon, are notched at the corner in order to elimi-
nate the provision of the flange 18 in the corner area.
The flange 18 is removed ‘a distarice from the corner at
least equal to the width of the top flange 17 on the front
panel 10. Therefore, the top flange 17 will project into
the space thus vacated in the side panel 11 and provide a
substantially continuous top flange area around the top
and side: panels without any overlap and double thickness
areas. It has been found that this improved corner con-
struction is especially desirable in this invention in order
to provide a neat construction as well as-a desirable water
seal union between the cabinet and the stationary tubs.
The cabinet panels 10 and 11 preferably do not sit upon
the floor supporting the stationary tubs, but are made
shorter ‘to provide ventilating and toe space under the
panels. . The top flanges 17 and 18 therefore suspend the
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cabinet along the rim. of. the stationary tubs.. Again, it
will be seen that exact adjustment of the lateral width of
the cabinet to exactly correspond with the length of the
tubs s  therefore:-important to provide good support of the
cabinet upon-the tubs.. .

A combined sealing gasket and edge bumper 28 has
been: provided to cover the corner between the panels and

the' top' flanges -and- alse te: return under the top flanges

and provide a soft rubber cushion between the top flanges
and the edge of the stationary tubs. The weight of the
cabinet, combined with the flush corner jcint construc-
tion: illustrated in Figure 5, will thus permit the rubber in
the seal 28 to be evenly pressed completely around the
edges of the tub and prevent water seepage from running
down the Interior of the panels.

A tie rod 25 of simple channeled form is provided to
bridge dcross the back lower-edges of the side panels 11 and
hold ‘the side panels in proper spaced relationship. The
depth’ of the side panels is unimpoitant and is made long
eniough to extend back further than any standard laundry
fub in order to:completely enclosé all laundry tubs en-
countered.

The upper portion of the back areas of the side panels
11 is Held rigidly spaced by the provision of a tie rod 26
which dlso seives as a hinge for the lids 13. Brackets 27
are secured to the top back areas of the side panels 11
and the tie rod 26 is held engaged with the bracket 27 by
set screws 22. ~The brackets 27, as best illustrated in
Figure 3 of the drawings, are designed to position the tie
rod 26 slightly forward of the rear wall of the stationary
tubs, and a small notch is.cut in the back edge of the side
panels- 11, This provision is made for some types of
laundry tubs having a soap tray 24 as an integral part
thereof.  In Figure 3. of the drawings the position of such
a-soap-tray is indicated by dotted lines, because such soap
trays are an exception to the general construction. Ac-
cordingly, this soap tray 24 is not illustrated in other views
of the drawings.

Although normally the suspended nature of the cab-
inet upon the edge of the laundry tubs will hold the. cab-
inet in position, children climbing upon the cabinet, and
other types of accidental forces, might cause the cabmet
to move. Rearward movement is impossible, of course,
because of the top front edge of the tubs contacting the
front pane! 11. ‘However, there is no similar contact
between the cabinet and tubs to hold the cabinet against
forward movement. Accordingly, an anchor angle 33
has been provided to interlock the side panels with the
stationary tubs. The anchor angle 33 comprises a ver-
tical angle iron 34 and a horizontal angle iron 35 welded
together to form an L-shaped member. Vertically ex-
tending slots 36 are provided in the side panels 11, and
longitudinally extending slots 36A are provided in the
horizontal angle 35. Therefore, the anchor angle 33 may

be preliminarily assembled onto the side panel 11 by :

passing suitable screws or bolts therethrough, and there-
after the freedom of movement provided by the slots at
right angles wili permit lateral and vertical shifting of
the anchor angle 33 until firm engagement of both the
angle irons 34 and 35 is made with the bottom and back
of the stationary tub. In order to make as many parts
interchangeable as possible, a duplicate set of vertical slots
36 has been provided in the side panels 11 in order that
the side panels may be interchangeable and avoid the
possibility of assembling the cabinet and thereafter find-
ing that the side panels have been placed on the wrong
side.

Although the irivention has been described in its pre-
ferred form with a certain degree of particularity, it is
understood that the present disclosure of the preferred
‘form has been made only by way of example and that
numerous: changes. in the details of construction and the
coinbination and arrangement of parts may be resorted
to without departing from the §pirit and the scope of the
invention as hereinafter claimed,
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What: is. claimed. is:.

1. A housing attachment. for a cast composition type
laundry. tub unit comprising, a front panel section and
two side wall panel sections, said side wall panel sections
having corner flanges to lap with respect to said front
panel section for lateral spacing of the end wall panel
sections to a selected distance apart while remaining
engaged. with the front panel section, means. for securing
said corners of the panel sections together in a selected
relative position, and adjustable position anchor means
carried by said side wall panels to lock the housing with
a laundry tub unit, including anchor members carried
by said side wall panels for holding the housing fixed
with respect to said tub unit, said anchor members hav-
ing spaced longitudinal slots therethrough, said slots ex-
tending in a first direction, longitudinal slots in said side
panels spaced to register with said slots :in the anchor
members and extending in a direction transverse to the
slots- in said anchor members, and. bolt means passing
through each of the registering slots in the panel and
anchor members.

2. A housing attachment for a cast composition type
laundry tub unit comprising, a front panel section and
two side wall panel sections, said side wall panel sections
having corner flanges to lap with respect to said front
panel section. for lateral spacing of the end wall panel
sections. to . a- selected distance apart ‘while remaining
engaged with the front panel section, one of said panels
at each corner having lateral extending elongated slots,
the other parel having an opening registering with each
of said slots, securing means extending through each
said. registering slot and opening combination and se-
curing said panel sections together in a selected relative
position, and adjustable position anchor means carried
by said side wall panels to lock the housing with a laundry
tub unit, including anchor members carried by said:side
wall panels for holding the housing fixed with respect
to said tub unit, said anchor members having spaced lon-
gitudinal slots therethrough, said slots extending in a
first direction, longitudinal slots in said side panels spaced
to register with said slots in the anchor members and
extending in a direction transverse to the slots in said
anchor members, and bolt means passing through each
of the registering slots in the panel and anchor members.

3." A housing attachment for a cast composition type
laundry tub unit comprising, a front panel section and
two. side wall panel sections, said side wall panel sections
having corner flanges to lap with respect to said front
panel section for lateral spacing of the end wall- panel
sections to a selected distance apart while remaining en-
gaged with the front panel section, one of said panels
at each corner having laterally extending elongated slots,
the other panel having an opening registering with each
of said slots, a strip anchor member having a plurality
of screw engaging openings therethrough longitudinally
spaced to register with said registering screw openings,
said stfip may be manually held at an accessible place
and extended to a remote inaccessible place inside said
housing and thereafter engaged by a screw passing
through said register openings in said front and side
panels, and adjustable position anchor means carried by

~said side wall panels to lock the housing with a laundry

tub unit, including anchor members carried by said ‘side
wall panels for holding the housing fixed with respect to
said tub unit, said anchor members having spaced longi-
tudinal slots therethrough, said slots extending in a first
direction, longitudinal slots in said side panels spaced to
register with said slots in the anchor members and ex-
tending in a direction transverse to the slots in said anchor
members, and bolt means passing through each. of the
registering slots in the panel and anchor members.

4. A housing attachment for a. cast composition type
laundry tub ‘unit comprising, a front panel section, first
and second side panel sections, said first and second side
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wall panel sections each having a horizontally and verti-
cally extending interference surface device to extend under
and behind a laundry tub unit and prevent upwardly and
forward movement of the housing with respect to said tub
unit, means to hold said horizontally and vertically ex-
tending device in a selected elevational and lateral ad-
justment position, whereby the horizontally and vertically
extending device may be moved into snug contact with
the bottom and back edge of said tub unit after the hous-
ing is in operative position.

5. A housing attachment for a cast composition type
laundry tub unit comprising, a front panel section and
two side wall panel sections, and adjustable position an-
chor means carried by said side wall panels to lock the
housing with a laundry tub unit, including anchor mem-
bers carried by said side wall panels for holding the hous-
ing fixed with respect to said tub unit, said anchor mem-
bers having spaced longitudinal slots therethrough, said
slots extending in a first direction, longitudinal slots in
said side panels spaced to register with said slots in the
anchor members and extending in a direction transverse
to the slots in said anchor members, and bolt means pass-
ing through each of the registering slots in the panel and
anchor members.

6. In combination, a free standing laundry tub struc-
ture, a housing attachment functionally separate from said
tub structure, said housing being relatively light in weight
in comparison to said tub structure and having front and
side panel sections to wrap around the front and lateral
sides of said tub structure, said side panel sections each
having a horizontally extending interference surface de-
vice to extend under said tub structure and prevent up-
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ward movement of the housing with respect to said tub
structure, and means carried by each said side panel to
fix said horizontally extending device in a selected ele-
vational adjustment position, whereby the horizontally
extending device may be moved and fixed into snug con-
tact with the bottom of said tub structure after the hous-
ing is in operative position and thereby provide the gravi-
tational holding force of the tub structure for holding the
housing attachment against relative movement with re-
spect to the laundry tub structure.
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