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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, PErRCY HAMILTON ED-
WARDS, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Sample-Envelopes, of which
the following is a specification.

Thisinvention relatestoenvelopes ofthe class
known as ‘‘sample-envelopes,’”’ because they
are intended and are used largely for sending
samples of goods or articles by merchants to
their customers. The invention is fully de-
cribed in the following specification, reference
being had to the accompanymo d1'1w1n0%, in
which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of the back of the
envelope, showing the flap and its-fastening
and Fig. 2is a qectxoml v1e“ taken on the
line z a, Fig. 1.

Similar ]ettelb indicate correspondmg parts.

The letter A designates the envelope. The
flap B at its lower end is permanently closed
or sealed, but its upper or main flap, C, is
closed by a removable fastening, D, in such a
manner that the fastening can be opened to
remove the contents of the envelope and to
replace them again.

The fastening D consists of a spring-clasp
having a body or plate, I8, which is provided
with openings I I through it to receive eye-
lets G, by means whereof it is permanently
secured to the back of the envelope near to
the lower part of the flap C, corresponding
openings, H, being madein the back of the en-

. velope to receive the eyelets.

Instead of eyelets, rivets G may be employed
tosecure the plate of the clasp to the envelope.
The plate E is provided with a perforated

" locking-plate, I, and with a stud, I, which is
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adapted to enter the pelfontlou in the lock-
ing-plate, and also to enter a hole, J, made for
it in the flap C, asshown in the drawings, Fig.
2. The end of the flap C, at the place where
the hole J is made in it and immediately sur-
rounding the hole J, is re-enforced by a plate
or disk, K, of metal, cloth, or other suitable
tough material, which is eemented or other-
wise secured to the end of the flap, preferably
on its under side. The re-enforcing piece K
is indicated in dotted outline in Fig. 1, and
is shown in section in Fig. 2. 'When the stud
I is inserted in and passes through the hole
madein the flap C, and the perforated locking-
plate L of the clasp is brought down over the

end of the stud, as shown in the drawings, the

(No model,)

flap C and perforated locking-plate L remain

engaged by the stud, because the perforated
locking-plate is held down by the action of
the spring M, whose free end bears against
the tail-piece N of the locking-plate, while its
other end is secured to the body of the clasp
by the hub of the stud I, whose hub passes
through both and is riveted upon them.

In Fig. 2 the perforated locking-plate L is
shown in a raised position in dotted outline,
in which position it allows the disengagement
of the flap from the stud.

By perforating the end of the lockm<r -plate
it is allowed to pass down over the stud and
the locking-plate is permitted to press on the
flap C and hold it down close to the body of
the envelope, and thereby add to thesecurity
of the envelope.

This improvement possesses the characteris-
tics of safety in securely locking the envelope,
of being easily opened and locked again, of
neatness in appearance, of facility and cheap-
ness of production, of economy, inasmuch as
the envelope is so constructed as to remain
uninjured from being often elosed and opened.
The improved envelope meets, also, the re-
quirement of the postal law in being capable
of being opened readily to examine ifs con-
tents.

The back of the envelope underneath the
place where the body of the eclasp is riveted
to it isre-enforced by a disk, H',of metal,cloth,
or other suitable material, so as to stleuofthen
that part of the envelope and give a ﬁrmeL
hold to the rivets or eyelets.

‘What I claim as new, and- desnc to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

A sample- envelope having the re- enfomlnrr
disk H’ on the inside of its baclx, and lnvmv

the flap C, provided with the re-enforcing dlSh 9

K, and with an opening extending through it
'md the disk, in combination with the plate I,
riveted to, the disk H', the stud I, and the
spring ]OC]\ID“‘ -plate L having an opening
through it, and fuhpted to pass onto said stud-
to bear dllectly upon the envelope-flap and
press it closely to the envelopé- back substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and seal in the presence of two subscrib-
ing witnesses.

P. H. EDWARDS. [r.s]

‘Witnesses:

W. HAUTR,
J. VAN SANTVOORD.
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