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This invention relates to cases for holding 
packages of cigarettes. 
At the present time, the majority of brands of 

cigarettes on the market are packed in Cartons 
of a standard size. When these cartons, which 
are made of paper, are carried in the pocket, the 
cigarettes become disarranged therein, broken 
and gerenally rendered undesirable for Smoking 
purposes. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
case for carrying a standard package of ciga 
rettes in a manner to protect the cigarettes from 
damage. m 

A further object is to provide a means for 
opening and closing this case, which means may 
be easily manipulated by the same hand which 
may be holding the case. - 
These and other advantageous objects, Which 

will later appear, are accomplished by the simple 
and practical construction and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter described and exhibited in the 
accompanying drawing, forming part hereof, and 
in which: 

Figure 1 represents an end view of a preferred 
form of the invention, With covers in -a, closed 
position. 
Figure 2 represents a similar view with covers 

in an open position. 
Figure 3 represents a side view, partially in 

Section. 
Figure 4 represents an end view of a modified 

form. 
Figure 5 represents an interior end view of the 

modified form. 
Figure 6 represents a side view partially in 

Section, of the modified form. 
Referring to the drawing, in Figure 1 is shown 

a cigarette package holding case having end 
walls 7, provided with narrow flanges upon which 
are hingedly mounted a pair of cover members 8, 
the latter being normally maintained in a closed 
condition by torsion springs 10 Surrounding the 
pivot pins 9. 
Attached to One end wall 7 is a narrow pocket 

11, having a slot 12 in which slides a pin 14, 
mounted on a bar 13 slidable in the pocket 11. 
The pin 14 limits the sliding moving of the 
bar 13. Fixed to the upper end of bar 13, outside 
of the pocket 11, is a button 15, and pivotally con 
nected to the bar 13 at 17 are a pair of links 16, 
Which have their opposite ends pivotally con 
nected to the cover members at 18. 
In Operation, the covers 8 are placed in an open 

position by pressing on the button 15 to move 
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the bar 13 upwardly to cause the links 16 to 
spread the cover members apart. 
When the bar 13 has been moved sufficiently 

to place the links 16 in alinement, the cover 
members 8 will remain in the open position. With 
out further pressure on the button 15. To close, 
the covers, the button 15 is moved slightly down 
Ward to break the alinement of the links 16, and 
the springs 10 immediately return the covers to 
the closed position. 
In the modified form shown in Figures 4, 5 and 

6, one of the end walls 7a of the case is provided 
with a slot 12a, in which is slidable a, button 15d. 
The covers 8a, are hingedly connected to the end 
walls as in Figure 1 and are normally maintained 
in a closed condition by torsion springs 10d. Sur 
rounding the pivot pins. 9d. 
Mounted on the interior surface of Walla is 

a pocket 11a, in which is slidably mounted a 
plate 19 having rack teeth 20 in mesh. With a 
pinion 21, pivotally mounted at 22 on the Wall 
7a. The pinion 21 also engages a rack 23 slidably 
mounted in the pocket, and has a pair of links 
16a pivoted at 17a to its upper end, the links be 
ing also pivotally connected to the cover mem 
bers. 8d, and 18a. The rack bar 23 has a receSS 
24 which cooperates with a lug 25 to limit the up 
ward movement of the rack bar. 
When the button 15a, which is fixed to plate 9 

is moved downward, the rack 20 rotates the pin 
ion 21, which in turn causes the rack bar 23 to 
move upward to cause the link 16a to move the 
cover members to an open position. 
The foregoing disclosure is to be regarded as 

descriptive and illustrative only, and not as re 
strictive or limitative of the invention, of which 
obviously an embodiment may be constructed in 
cluding many modifications without departing 
from the general scope herein indicated and 
denoted in the appended claim.S. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent is: 

1. A cigarette package holder comprising a case 
having end walls, a pair of cover membershingedly 
secured to said case, spring means engaging the 
cover members and case to normally hold the 
cover members in closed position, a pocket Se 
cured to one of the end walls, a bar slidable ver 
tically in Said pocket, a pin Secured to the bar, 
said pocket having a slot in which the pin is 
slidable, and a pair of links pivotally secured, at 
their inner ends, to the bar, and, at their outer 
ends, to the cover members, said links being of 
Such length that when the pin is moved to the 
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upper extremity of the slot, the cover members 
will be held by the links in open position, and 
the links will be in horizontal alignment and will 
hold that position against the tension of the 
Spring means engaging the cover members, and, 
when the pin is manually moved away from the 
upper extremity of the slot, the alignment of the 
links will be broken and thertension of the spring 
means will return the cover members to their 
closed position. 

1994.218 
outer ends to the cover members, said links being 
being of such length and the points of pivotal 
connection of the ends of the links to the bar and 
to the cover members being SO arranged that when 
the bar is moved outwardly relatively to the pocket 
the links will be moved outwardly and the cover 
members will be moved into their open position, 
so that when the bar has been moved to the point 
at which the liriks are in:horizontal alignment, the 
parts will remain in that position against the 

2. A cigarette package holder comprising a case tension of the Spring means engaging the cover 
having end walls, a pair of cover membershingedly 
secured to said case, spring means engaging the 
cover members and case to normally hold the 
cover members in closed position, a pocket ::se 
cured to one of the end Walls, a bar slidable ver 
tically in said pocket, and a pair of links pivotally 
secured at their inner ends to the bar and at their 

members until the bar is manually moved in 
the "opposite direction, breaking the alignment of 
the links; and the tension of the Spring means 
will return the cover members to their closed 
position. . . . . . . 
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