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T6 all whom it may concern: . 1 stop, thus making it possible by skiiful ma
Be it knewn thst I, Arrrep I1 PorteEs, 2 | nipulation of the miniature bstter to direct
citizen of the United Siates, residing at Mon- + a ball through the space between any two
mouth Beach, county of 3fenirouth, and stops and past one of more rows of ihe

§ State of New Jersey, have invented certain |
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new and wsefu! Twmprovements in Game Ap- |

paratus, of which the following is a speci-
fication. ‘ '

My inventien relates to gmnes, and more
10 porticularly te a game-board or upparatus

having features or elements adapted to be

manipulated for reproduclng in miniaturs
the main features of the gmme of base-ball.
"~ It has for its olyject to provide for a con-
15 struction and arrangement of purts perpit-
ting of a wide range of diseretion and skill
in pitching and batting so that the element
of chance will to a large measure be elimi-
*nated. and the reward of the players will
20 depend mainly on their skilful playing or
manipulation of the elements or parts em-
ploved in plaving the game; and alse in
which tle disposition und movement of parts
will clearly resemble the actual outdoor
25 gaiue, the exercise of judgment and skill
on the part ef the players adding largely
to the interest of the game.

Ta the accomplishment of the foregoing
and such other objects 3¢ may hereinafter
30 apperw the invention consists.in the features
“hereirafter particulsrly described and then
sotight to be clearly defined, reference being
had to the zccompanying drawings forming
s part cereof, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspeetive view of the
board with the parts arranged in position
~ for piaying the game: Fig, 2is a side cleva-

tion of the miniature pitcher; ¥Fig. 3 a plan

view of the same; g4 a side elevation of
40 the miniature batter; and Fig. 5 a plan
view of the same, -

The gnme comprises in. general a board 1
Emvided with a raised border flange and

aving outlined thereon a base-ball dramond
45 wkich may be in contrasting colors, and with
places for the pitcher 2 and batter 3 in
- -proper position In relation to the diamond.

On the remaining surface of the board will
“be dispesed a number of movable stops 4 the
50 same preferably being arranged 'n three
rows, and which will be so arranged that
each will stop a ball moving in its direction
and striking the stop but no one of which
will be between the batter and any other
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stops.  The stops will be pesitioned by one
of the pluyers, say, by the player represent-
ing the nine in the fieid, and-according to

the judgment of the player gs to make it

most difficult for the player at the baf te
dirvect the ball clear of the stops and past
one row to another. Thle first row of sto
being the easiest to reach with the batted ball,
will entitle the batter to a one-base hit if
his batted ball sirikes one of the stops in
the first row. The second row, being more -
difficult to reach, will entitle the batter to:
a two-base hit if he bats the ball with suf-
ficient skill to pass it beyond the first row”
and the ball strikes a stop of the second
row. The third row being still more difi-
cult to reach, will entitle the batter to a
third-base hit if he be skilful enough to di-
rect the ball against a stop of that row. The
stops of the several rows may also be so
positioned {for instance, as illustrated in
the drawing) that by the mest skilful bat-
ting, the ball may be directed past the sev-
eral rows of stops so that it will strike the
back flange of the board, snd in that event
the batter will be entitled to a home run..
Instead of leaving the disposition of the
stops to the judzment of the player they
may he permanentiy seeuied in pesition by
any suitable means =4 that they will remain
the same at all tines for both players.

Small movable figures, representing the
members of a base-ball nine, other than the
pitcher and bLatter. will be suliably posi--
tioned on the bosrd (six figures being jllus-
traied in the drswing) and be located cor-
responding to the position of teen in the
field and at bases at the diseretion and in the
judgment of tue player representing the
pitching side will hest intercept the ball
These figures are designated by the numeral
5, for convenience, and preferably are
formed ‘with extending arms 6 so as to Be
more. apt to intercept the ball, and they may,
if desired, be colored like Dall Players, but
such is not necessary. If one of the figures
be knocked over by the bali, the batter will
be caught out; but if the figure iz meérely
moved without tipping over, it will be
counted as an error {‘);y the fielder.
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- form illustrated the ball-holder consists of
-a metal-loop 15 in which the ball may seat

to
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stance, in one direction by a cord 10 and in

the right or left, thus templing the hatter

> peg 18 fitting loosely in a hole in the board

o the Yo le whiel inelines forwaed, The

& 083,

The mimative pitcher 2, which muy be |
celored ke a ball player; is revolubly at-
tached Lo the board, for in-tanee by a pivol
peg 6 fitting loosely in a hole in the hoard,
A handle or wing T extendiug prefersbly
from the back of the figure allows the
pitcher to be turned i the desired direction
$0 as to zend the ball over the home-plate,
or, if desired, to either side. "The arm 8
swings forward and back on a shaft or pin
8 and 1s sctuaied by suitable means, for in-

the other direction by a suitable spring, for
instance, by an elastic band 11 which is illus-
trated as attached to the bose of the figure
by a staple 12 and at the other end to the
arm. A suitable stop, for insiance a pin 13,
will restrict the swing of the arm. The
hand of the arm is supplemented with a
pivoted balisholder 14 of suitable form and
construction adapted to receive the ball in
a cavity in which the ball will seat. In the

and whieh is attached to the hand by a pivot
16 and has a rearwardly extending portion
or loop 1V to which latter the actuating cord
10 is attached, which cord may pass through
the handle or wing 7 so as to De sustained by
the handle. When the cord is pulled from
behind the arm is drawn back against the
tension of the spring 11, while the ball-
holder, by reason of bring pivoted, remains
practically horizontal in il positions of the
arm unti the cord is released, when the
weight of the ball will depress the front of
the holder and at the same instunt the arin
will swing forward under the influence of
the actuating.spring and propel the ball
along the surface of.the board, the diree-
tion of propulsion” being controlled by the
discretion and skill of the pluyer in adjust-
ing the position of the miniatitze figure, and
the speed of the ball Iikewise being con-
irolled by the discreiion and skiil of the-
player in placing the actuating spring nnder
greater or less tension by ¢he extent of back-
ward movement of thejarm and the point of
releasing tension on the spring.  This makes
it possible for the player manipulaiing the
miniature pitcher to deliver most puzzling
balls to the batter, first fast, then siow, to

to strike at balls out of reach, or to strike too

carly or too late, as or in simulation of the
actual out-doo game.

"The miniature batter 3 may be colored like |
a base-ball player, and is revolubly eon-
nected fo the bourd. for instance, by a pivol .

s0 that the figure may easily be turned jater-
ally in anv direclion. To the body of the |
figure is attached the arn or arms 19 in a
saitable manner o as {o swing transversely

»
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preferred nmnner of aftaching the arm to
the body of the figure is by forming a socked
200 the boady transversely of the sawme wid

inclining downwardly and i which the -

niemwher eonstititing the ars or arms 19 1s
hitiged, or nivoted by a pin o spindie 21, as
ilhistrated elearly in Fig. 1 of the drawing.
so that the srm will extend at an angle to
the surfuce of the hoard aud be capable of
swinging from one side to the other trans-
versely to the hody of the figure, a bat 92
Leing supported at the lower or hand end
t the arm member: The bedy of the figure
inelines forwardly so as to simulate the pos-
tare of 2 hatter at the bat, and by pivoting
the.arm member in the socket as described,
the bat is caused to describe a swinging
sweep in the swinging of the arm from one
side of .the. body to the other, the lowest

point’ of the sweep being in front of the’

bedy. This also makes batting more diffi-
enlt, but the bat might be arranged horizon-
taily, if desired, without departing from the
cther novel features, although that would
make batting easier. Do
The arm member is actuated in one ditec-
tion by a suitable spring, for instance, by
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an elaglic band 23 attached at ane end to zn-

eve 24 connected to the arm member and at
the other end to the pivot pin or spindle 21
as illustrated. 1t is drawn toward the other
side of the body, or the striking position
illustrated by dotted lines in Fig. 5, by
ieeans of a cord 25. When drawn from ifs
normal position shown by full lines in Figs.
4 and 5 to its raised siriking position illus-
trated by dotted lines, in Fig. 5, the spring
is put under tension. and when_the cord is
released the spring draws the arm and bat
downward and then upward with swinging
sweep before mentioned. If the ball thrown
by the miniature pitkker is enccuntered by
fhe bat at the low point of the sweep of the
Sbat it will he driven by the foree of the
blow over the surface of the board and in
the direciion for which the player adjusts
the miniature figure. The plaver.effects this
adjustinent by grasping a handle or wing 26
extending {rom the rear of the figure and
turning the! figure on its pivot to such posi-
tion as in his judgment will cause the bat

; tostrilke the hall in the path while the other

player has eansed the mintature pitcher to
propel it, the batter player also exercising
his judgracat as to the length of the back-

1 ward stroke 1o bz given to the batter’s arm

and the constquent tension of the returning
spring,  Tf the batter’s arm under tension
is released too slow or.too quick the bat will

fail to strike the bali in the Torward sweep

of the bat and a sirike will be counted
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aguinst the batter. Tf the ball is struck by -

the hat the direction in-which it iy pros .o

pelled will be determined by the pesition to -

whicli the player has adjusted the minis- 130
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tire batter, and the credit for the play is
countedd -nccording to its suctess s pre-

" viousiy stated.

10

1t will be ohserved from the. foregoing,
that there is the widest range for the exer-
cice of the best judgiment and greatest skill’
on the pert of the batter jn determining
whether o kit the ball kard or gently and
also as to propelling tht bafl iu the diree-
tion which seems least guarded by the play-
ers or stops of the other side. Skill and

" judgment are likewise required on the part
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of the plaxving pitcher in pitching the ball
in 2 manner and direction most likely to
mislead or surprise the batter. .

Strikes and balis will be counted as in

ihe acinzl ent-door game.

he positions of the base runners may be
indieated by figures .differenily colered and
located to represent the batting side placed
behind a base to denote a runner on {hat
base, but such fignres are not ilustrated as
they do not coustitute an essentially novel
feature of the invention. ,

.1 have iliustrated and described what I
consider o Dhe the best detnils in construe-
tion of the several parts buf variations can
be made therein without omitting essential
{features of the invention. ' o

The bady of the batter will incline inore’
or lese forwardly, and the bat wili extend at
& greater or less angle to the horizental, ac-
cording 2s it may be desived to have the
ounter end of the bat at a greater or less
distznce from the plane of the board or field,:
in the swing of the bat, according as the
wishes of the maker of the game-board may
deferntue. :

Having described my invention and set
{orth its merits, what I-claim is:—

1. In a game apparaius representing the
game of base-ball, a pitcher-figure provided
with 2 swinging arm to lmpel a ball sup-
ported by the arm, said figure being pivot-

‘aliy supported to turn around its longitu-

dinal axis io control the direction ef pro-
pulsion of the ball, and .means under the
conirol of a player for determining the time
of projecting the ball and the speed of its
propulsion, substantially as described.

2. In a game apparatus representing the
game of base-ball, a pitcher-figure provided

“with & swinging arm to impel a ball sup-

ported by the arm, said figure being pivot-

% ally supported to turn around its longitu-

dinal axis to control the direction of pro-
pulsicri of the bail, substantially as de-
scribed. ’ :

8. In a game apparatus representing the

' ganie of basc-ball, a pitcher-figure provided

with a swingingr arm to impel a ball, and a
bali-holder pivotally connected with one end -

‘of the arm, substantially as described. 2 r )
4. In a game apparatus representing the | heing pivotally supported to turn around its ,,
) * L

game of hase-ball, a pitcher-fizure provided

‘983,250 - - : , a

with a swinging arm to impel a ball, a ball-
holder miovable reiatively to the end of the
army, and means for retracting the arm and
simultaneously changing the position of the
ball-holder relatively to the arm, substan-
tially as described. S "

gsme of baze-ball, s pitcher-figure provided
with a swinging arm to impel a ball, a bali-
_holder pivotally conneeted with one end of
the arm, means connected with said holder
for retracting the arm and simultaneously
changing the position of the ball-hoder
relatively.to'the arm, said bail-holder oper-
ating to tilt downwardly under the weight
of a ball supported thereon in the return
movement of the arm, substantially as de-
scribed. .

6. In a game apparatus representing the
game of base-ball, a batter-figure provided
with an arm-member earrying a bat and con-
nected with the body of the figure to swing
transversely across the front of the body,
szid figure being pivotally supported to turn
around its longitudinal axis to change the
dirvection of sweep of the bat in the swing-
ing of the arm-member, substantially as de-

74In a game apparatus representing the

amie of base-ball, a batter-figure having the
,bady portion above the legs inclined for-
wandly of the legs and provided with an
arm-meinber carrying 4 bat, sakd arm-mem-
ber extending downwardly in a forward di-

conhected therewith to_swing transversely
acress the front of the bady and impart a
sweeping curvilinear movement to the bat
in the swing of the arm-member, said figure
being pivotally supported to turn around its
longitudinal axis to change the direction of
sweep of the hat, substantially as described.

8. In a game apparatus representing the
gamz of base-ball. a batter-figure formed
with a downwardly inclined socket in the

I N . ; Y
i ing open at the front-of the bodyf:an arm-
! member carrying a bat and downwardiy in-

pivotally supported in said sorket to give
a curvilinear sweep to the bat in the swing
of the arm-member, said figure being pivot-

dinal axis to chunge the direction of sweep
of ,the bat ih the swing of the arm-member.
and a wing member extending from the
figure to effect its rotative movement, sub-
stantially as described. .

. 9. .\ game apparatus representing the
game of base-ball, comprizing-a board rep-
resenting a base-ball diamond and field. a
pitcher-figure having an_arm adapted to
<wing relatively to the figure, said figure

+ Jongitudinal axis to centrol the direction of

3. Iu a game apparatus representing the-

rection from the inclined body-portion and”

clined in fromt of the body .portion and-

ally supported to turn around its longitu--
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body portion above the legs. said socket be-

139
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propulsion of the pitched ball, a batter-fig- | tween the bat.er and any other stop, and a
ure having-a swinging arm-member earry- | series of {ifiabl. figures disposed on the sur-
ing a bat, said arm being connected with the | face of the board, substantially as deseribed,
bedy portion of the figure* o sweep the bat | . Signed at New York city, in the county of 45
in a curvilinear path in the swing of the Ne\\( York and State of New York; this 5th

~arm-member end said figare heiilg pivotaﬂ_sl’ day‘of April, 1909, -
supported to turn around its ongituding - OVPT D
exic to change the di ‘ection of sweep of the | - ALFRED H. rOR Jth.
-bat, elevated stops disposed in rows on the!{ 1 itnesees: . .

field portion of the board and in such posi- Karuryy M. Kmwey
tion that one stop will not be disposed be- Hemyax Gustox,
L Y



