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UNITED STATES HATENT OFFICE. 
GUY D. BROOKINS AND JOHN C. WJETTER, OF CIEVELAND, OHIO ASSIGNORS OF ONE 

THIRD TO CLARENCE H. COILLINGS, OR CLEVELANI), OJHIO. 

MULTIPLE ELECTRIC-LIGHT SWITCH, 

Application filed April 21, 1910. 

To all whom it may concern: 
l3e it, know I that we, ( ) Y. T). 13()() is NS 

and Jori N. C. VETTICR, citizens of the United 
States, and residents of Cleveland, in the 
county of Cuyahoga and State of Ohio, 
have invented a certain new and useful 
Improvement in Multiple Electric - Light 
Switches, of which the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description. 
The object of this invention is the provi 

sion of a simple electrical Switch by pells 
of which a plurality of electric light cir 
cuits, or any desired number of such circuits 
may be completed or broken at will. 
The invention is illustrated in the accoln 

panying drawing, in which; 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of the female 

member of the switch mechanism. Fig. 2 is 
a front elevation partly broken away of Said 
switch mechanism. Fig. 3 is a central Sec 
tional view of said switch mechanism and 
an ordinary Switch box in which it is Se 
cured. Fig. 4 is a bottom view of the nale 
member of the switch. 
The switch includes two relatively rotata 

lolo nellbel's A and 13. The lattel lhas the 
foll of a thin frustumn of a cone; and the 
former has a recess a for the reception of 
the member B. It has also an external an 
nular flange, a for the reception of the 
Screws F which pass through it from the rear 
side and screw into the plates C, C, C9 to fas 
ten them in place. These plates extend across 
the front face of the member A, to which 
they are secured as stated, and are then bent 
into said recess and into such shape and po 
sition that they furnish a conical support for 
the conical surface of the member B. The 
plates C and C are contact plates, and their 
outer edges are severally bent backward for 
the reception of screws F by means of 
which circuit, wires can be connected with 
them. It is intended that, one of the end 
members, for example, C, of this series of 
contact plates, shall be connected with the leading-in-wire, and that all of the plates C 
shall be connected with leading-out-wires 
which go to the several electric light circuits 
to be controlled. The two plates Chave no 
electrical function but are merely employed to complete the conical bearing for the 
member B. These plates C, C are substan 
tially equally spaced and the entire series 
should occupy a space no greater than about 
one-half of the periphery of the recess. The 

Specification of Lettel's Patent. I': t ( ) ((( (). 21, 9 . 
Serial No. 556,703. 

eilije 13 is also nacle (f is: { is late 
rial, aid it las a long etallic contact, plate 
I) let into its conical cilge. This plate list, 
be long enough to contact with and electri 
cally connect all of the plates C, C and yet 
loc so shot tlat, when the n) (Innoc' T3 is 
turned to one position it, will not connect 
plate C with any of thc plates C. 
The Inember A is to be connected by 

screws AI to the back plate of the switch box 
N. The member 13 is provided with a stem 
l, which projects forward through the re 
nowable cover 7, of the Switch box. A 
spiring G surrounds this stem, and tlhl'usts 
against the Switch box cover and the men 
bel B so as to hold the latter firmly against 
its bearing furnished by the plates C, C, C2. 
The member B has a cylindrical stem l’ on 
its l'eau end which cnters a recess a in the 
lear end of member A and thereby plevents 
displacement of the member B. 

It is apparent that the switch member 3 
may be turned so as to carry its contact 
plate D to the positions where it will con 
tact with and electrically connect the plate 
C with none or one or any number of 
plates C, thereby breaking all the light cir 
cuits or completing as many thereof as de 
sired. 
Having thus described our invention, we claim :- 
1. In a multiple switch, the combination 

of a switch member. A made of insulating 
material and having a recess (, and a series 
of contact plates fixed to said member and 
bent back into said recess, with a frusto 
conical switch member 3 mounted to turn 
upon the bent back parts of said contact 
plates, and a contact plate which is set into 
the conical edge of the member 3 and is of 
such arcual length that it may contact with 
all or any desired number of the contact 
plates first mentioned. 

2. In a multiple Switch, the combination 
of a switch member A. made of insulating 
material and having a central recess and an 
external annular flange, a row of contact 
plates fixed to the face of said member and 
having their inner ends bent back into said 
recess, binding screws carried by the outer 
ends of Said contact plates, and screws go 
ing forward through the flange of the mem 
ber A to connect the contact plates thereto, 
with a frusto - conical switch member 3 
mounted to turn upon the bent back parts 
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sit to the lates, all "it 1); t ( 
Wii is set in the collieill 'g'' of sail 
cer 13 at is of strell it 'til legt till 

it lay contact will: ; (I'lly (si'e ( Illi 
or or sail coit: ct lates first eit illed. 
3. In a liltiple switch, the coil)illatio) 

of a lock made of its lating laterial fly 
it g : '''':S (, il series of contact lates fixes 

said unen lei and belt back, int' saic 'e- 
cess. ;) - switch box to which said switch 
men be is securel, with il first () - Collical 
i. eule 13 Jointed to till", l. 
it lack parts of said contact Plate: 

contact late which is set into the conical 
edge of said nieiller 13 and is of Stich a 'cual 

J84, b34. 

length that it, lily () tilt witl all () 'ally (c- 
iller of said contact lates first l' 
titles, saic veiler having also it, it 
Will extens out through a hols: ill ( ) (; 
switcl box, act a spring surro incling silic 
ston and compressed between the nelle I'll 
at the switch loc) X (OVC1'. 

In testimony wereof, 
our signatures in the presence ()f t \\ () 
(SSCS. 

we here it () alliX. 
\\ - 

(; ; Y I). BIR ()()KINS, 
J()IN C. WETTER. 

Wit (sses : 
II. R. S. Ll Y.S. N., 
E. J. Til ISTON, 

  


