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UNITED STATES
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"JOHN M. O’NEILL, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JouN M. O’'NEILL, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Steam-Cookers; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertainsto make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, which form a part of this specifi-
cation. :

My invention relates to improvements in
steam-cookers for cooking meats, vegetables,
and other articles of food; and its object is to
provide an improved construction of the same
which shall possess superior advantages with
respect to efficiency in use.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts hereinaf-

ter fully deseribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a steam-cooker con-
structed in accordance with my invention,
one of the pans being removed. Tig. 21is a
centrallongitudinalsection of thesame. Fig.
3 is a crogs-sectional view.

Inthe said drawings, the reference-numeral
1 designates a sheet-metal box provided at one
end with a vertical pipe 2, communicating
therewith near the bottom and its upper end
flush with the top thereof. This pipe is the
supply-pipe for furnishing water o the box.
Near the lower end the said box is provided
with a glass sight-tube 3, connected by pipes
4 with the box. The frontof the boxis formed
with a number of rectangularopenings 5, four
being shown in the present instance, although
more or less may be employed, if desired. Se-
cured to said box, and located therein at the
sides of said openings, are angle-bars 6, form-
ing tracks to receive rectangular drawers or
pans, which are inserted through said open-
ings. These pans are formed with perfora-
tions in the bottoms to allow the steam to
pass therethrough, and near the front end
they are provided with a partition 7, forming

a space therebetween, whereby undue heat-
ing of the pan is prevented.

The numeral 8 designates spring-doors
hinged to the interior of the box at one side
thereof. The inner sides of these doors are
provided with sleeves 9, consisting of curved
metal plates secured thereto, in which is lo-
cated one end of a coiled spring 10, the other
end of which is secured to the box.  An open-
ing 12 is formed in the back of the box near
the top for the esecape of steam.

The manner of using the device is as fol-
lows: The boxis placed on a stove and a suf-
ficient quantity of water placed therein. The
doors of the box will be closed by theirsprings.
The food to be cooked is placed in the pan,
and it is pushed into the pan through one of
the openings, the spring thereof yielding for
that purpose. When the food is cooked, the
paniswithdrawn, when the door will automat-

ically close, preventing the escape of steam.

Instead of supplying the box with water
and placing it on a stove, the feed or supply
pipe may be connected with a steam-genera-
tor and steam supplied directly to the box.

A chafing-dish may be placed upon the top
of the box, if desired. ‘ '

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim ig—

In asteam-cooker, the combination with the
box, having rectangular openingsin the front
thereof, the tracks located in said box, and
the inwardly-opening hinged doors, and. the
coiled springs connected therewith and with
the box, of the pans located in said box and
supported on said tracks with the fronts abut-
ting against the edges of said apertures and
the vertical partitions located in said parti-
tions near the front thereof, substantially as
described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signatur
in presence of two witnesses. .
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JOHN M. O'NEILL.

Witnesses:
JorN W. ATFELT,
FRrRANK S. MATOUSEK,
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