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This invention relates to a typewriter desk and 

particularly to a desk of the pedestal type in 
which a typewriter shelf adapted to carry a type 
writer is mounted so that it may be concealed 
within a standard width pedestal from which it 
may be withdrawn for use. 
In view of the fact that a typewriter is mounted 

I upon a shelf arrangement, it is of great im 
portance...that various safety measures be pro 
vided so that the typewriter will not suffer injury. 
For example, it is desirable that it be impossible 
to raise the shelf until the shelf has been with 
drawn sufficiently so that the typewriter will 
clear the desk. It is likewise desirable that...it be 
impossible to push the shelf in until it is returned 
to its closed position. . In this Way it can be as 
sured that a typewriter mounted upon a shelf 

! will not be subjected to injury. 
... In connection with maintaining the shelf in 

its raised position, some holding means must be 
provided. This holding means must be releas 
able in order that the shelf inlay be returned to 
its concealed position. In view of the fact that 
a typewriter is a fairly heavy instrument, there 
is danger that the operator's fingers might be 
caught or pinched in this operation. 

It is therefore an object of my invention to pro 
vide a holding means for such a shelf which is 
releasable from above the shelf; so that the op 
erator's fingers are not endangered. 

It is another object of my invention to pro 
vide an arrangement whereby the shelf cannot 
be raised until it is fully withdrawn, and whereby 
it cannot be pushed in until it is again fully 
lowered. 

It is another object of my invention to pro 
vide a novel track arrangement which is par 
rticularly adapted to take a lateral thrust, as well 
as a gravitational thrust whereby freer movement 
of the shelf is obtained. 
These and other objects of my invention which 

will be described hereinafter, or which will be 
apparent to one skilled in the art upon reading 
this specification, I accomplish by that certain 
construction and arrangement of parts, of which 
I shall now describe an exemplary embodiment. 

Reference is now made to the drawing forming 
a part hereof, and in Which 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a desk to which 
my invention may be applied. 

Fig. 2 is a partial front elevation similar to 
Figure 1, showing the door of the left-hand ped 
estal in open position, and the shelf in its raised 
position. 
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Fig. 3 is a cross sectional view on an enlarged 
scale taken on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a partial cross sectional view on a still 
greater Scale taken on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 4, but showing 
the shelf in its lowered position. 

Fig. 6 is a plan view of the underneath side of 
the shelf. 

Fig. 7 is a detailed perspective view of the 
shelf-release. 

Briefly in the practice of my invention I pro 
vide a pedestal desk which may be of the type 
shown in Figure 1, having the pedestals gen 
erally indicated at 0 and f , a top 2 and a 
center drawer f3. It will be noted that the left 
hand pedestal () has the appearance of having 
three drawers . These drawers however are 
only simulated, and actually form a door as 
clearly seen in Fig. 2. When the door 4 is 
open access is had to the interior of the pedestal 
0, which is arranged to contain typewriter shelf 

and typewriter when in its closed position. 
Mounted on the inside of the pedestal near 

the top of the space i5, is a channel element f6. 
5. This may be spot Welded to the bracing mem 
'bers indicated generally at 7, 8 and 9, in Fig. 3. 
As clearly seen in Figs. 4 and 5, the element f6 
is provided with an upwardly directed V-shaped 
track portion 20, and a lower downwardly erected 
V-shaped track portion 2. 
A second channel element generally indicated 

at 22 is arranged to cooperate with the member 
f6. The member 22 has an upwardly downwardly 
directed V-shaped track element 23, and a lower 
upwardly directed v-shaped track element 24. 
The track elements of the member 22 are spaced 
slightly from the track elements of the member 
6 and balls 25 are disposed between the upper 
and lower bars of tracks. It will be clear that 
the cooperating track elements 20, 23 and 21, 24, 
together with the balls 25, provide not only a 
bearing for gravitational loads, but also for lat 
eral thrusts which will be encountered because 
of the unbalanced mounting. 
The shelf member proper which is generally 

indicated at 26 is attached to the member 22 by 
means of hinges 27. The shelf member 26 may 
be of any desired construction and is preferably 
braced as by means of channel elements 28 which 
may be spot welded to the under side. It is pro 
vided with perforations 29 and slots 30, for the 
purpose of attaching typeWriters of various sizes 
and constructions, as will be clear. 

Extending from the rear of the shelf member 
26 is a bracket member 3, which may be spot 
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Welded to the member 26. Fastened to the chan 
nel member 22 as by means of Screws 32, is a 
bracket 33. A relatively heavy tension spring 34 
is connected at one end to the bracket 33, and 
at the other end to the bracket 3. One of these 
connections is preferably made adjustable by any 
conventional means such as indicated at 35 in 
Figs. 3, 4 and 5. It will be clear that the Spring 
34 tends to balance the weight of the shelf and 
typewriter whereby raising the shelf when it is 
fully Withdrawn is made easier. 

Extending from the rear of the shelf member 
26 is a tail piece 36. This may be attached by 
bolts or spot welded as desired. An angle piece 
37 is fastened in any desired manner to the 
channel element 6, in such a position that when 
the shelf 26 is fully withdrawn and raised, the 
tail piece 36 Will be in front of the member 37. 
It will now be clear that the shelf cannot be 
pushed in because the member 36 Will abut the 
member 37 as shown in Fig. 4. When the shelf 
is returned to its lowered position as shown in 
Fig. 5, it will be clear that the member 36 clears 
the member 37, and that the shelf may be 
pushed in. 
The longitudinal edge of the shelf opposite the 

hinge is formed With a channel element 38, which 
element is cut away as shown at 39 in Fig. 6. 
Mounted on the inside of the pedestal is a bracket 
40, which carries a roller 4, on a vertical axis. 
The relation of the roller 4 and the cut away 
portion 39 of the channel 38 is Such that when 
the shelf 26 is in its fully withdrawn position, 
the shelf may be raised with the roller 4 pass 
ing through the opening 39. The dimensions 
of the channel 38 and the roller 4 are such that 
the roller 4 can ride in the channel, as clearly 
seen in Fig. 5. 

It Will now be clear that when the shelf is re 
turned to the position of Fig. 5, the roller 4 
passes through the opening 39, and the shelf may 
be pushed in with the roller 4 riding in the 
channel 38. It will also be clear that except 
when the opening 39 is positioned opposite the 
roller 41, the shelf 26 cannot be raised. Stop 
means indicated at 42 are provided for limiting 
the withdrawal of the shelf to the position shown 
in Fig. 3. 
In the opposite front corner of the pedestal 

is mounted a catch or holding device generally 
indicated at 43, for holding the shelf in its raised 
position. As shown in Fig. 4, a generally 
Z-shaped member 43 provides a catch 43a, ar 
ranged to support the edge of the shelf. The 
member 43 is hinged at 44, and is urged to the 
position shown by a spring 45. The portion. 43b 
is disposed inside the corner portion of the pedes 
tal, the portion 43d passing through a slot for 
that purpose provided. Fixed to the upper end 
of the member 43b and passing through a per 
foration in the corner member is a pin 46. Piv 
otally mounted on top of the shelf is a lever 47, 
the end 47a of which is arranged to contact the 
pin 46. The lever 47 is biased in a counter 
clockwise direction by a small spring 48. 

It will be clear that by pressing on the end 
4b of the lever 47 the lever Will be pivoted, 
whereby the end 47a will bear on the pin 46 re 
tracting the catch member 43 and permitting 
the shelf 26 to be lowered. The lowering of the 
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2,289,664 
shelf is thus accomplished without danger to the 
operator. 
From the foregoing it will be understood that 

I have provided a typewriter shelf construction 
Which assures easy action, Which is desirable 
from the point of view of safety to the typewrit 
ing instrument mounted thereon, and which is 
not likely to cause injury to the operator. It 
Will also be understood that numerous modifica 
tions will Suggest themselves, and these modifi 
cations may be made without departing from the 
Spirit of my invention. I therefore do not intend 
to limit myself except as pointed out in the 
claims Which follow. 

Having now fully described my invention, what 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. In combination. With a desk pedestal and a 
hinged typewriter shelf, a channel element hori 
Zontally mounted in a Wall of Said pedestal, and 
having upwardly and downWardly directed 
V-shaped tracks on its upper and lower limbs 
respectively, a Second channel element having 
downward and upwardly directed V-shaped 
tracks on its upper and lower limbs respectively, 
said last mentioned tracks being spaced respec 
tively above and below said first mentioned 
tracks, balls disposed between the upper and 
lower bars of tracks, said shelf being hingedly 
mounted on Said second channel element, said 
shelf having along the edge opposite the hinged 
edge, a channel shaped track and a roller mount 
ed in spaced relation to the wall of said pedestal 
on a vertical axis, and arranged to engage in 
said channel shaped track. 

2. In combination with a desk pedestal and a 
typewriter shelf slidably and hingedly mounted 
On a Wall in Said pedestal, a channel shaped 
track extending Substantially the full length of 
the edge of Said shelf opposite said hinged edge, 
and a roller mounted on said Wall in a position 
to engage in Said channel shaped track when 
said shelf is in a substantially vertical position, 
and a cut-out portion in said track, said roller 
being disposed with respect to said cut-out por 
tion so that the roller may pass therethrough 
When Said shelf is in its fully extended position. 

3. In combination with a desk pedestal and a 
typewriter shelf slidably and hingedly mounted 
on a Wall in Said pedestal, a channel shaped 
track extending substantially the full length of 
the edge of said shelf opposite said hinged edge, 
and a roller mounted on said wall in a position 
to engage in said channel shaped track when 
said shelf is in a substantially vertical position, 
and a Cut-Out portion in Said track, said roller 
being disposed with respect to said cut-out por 
tion. So that the roller may pass therethrough 
when said shelf is in its fully extended position, 
an abutment adjacent the rear of said shelf and 
an abutment on said wall adjacent the front of 
said pedestal, said abutments coming into oper 
ative relation. When said shelf is raised after it 
has been fully withdrawn, to prevent the shelf 
being pushed in while in raised position, and said 
abutments arranged to clear each other when 
Said shelf is returned to said substantially verti 
cal position. 

FOREST. L. W. LINK. 


