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To all whom it Mmay concern.:

Be it known that I, Rocco Axroxio
Carrucer, a citizen of the United States,
and a resident of West New York, in the
county of Hudson and State of New Jersey,
have invented a new and mmproved Banjo
Ukulele, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription.

The invention relates to stringed musi-
cal instruments, and its object is fo provide
a new and improved banjo-ukulele arranged
to give the desired tension to the skin or
parchment head to insure a proper sound-
ing of the instrument when played.

Another object is to permit convenient
replacing of an injured skin op parchment
head by a new one.

With these and other objects in view,
the invention consists of certain novel fea-
tures of construction as hereinafter shown
and described and then specifically pointed
out in the claims.

A practical embodiment of the invention
is represented in the accompanying draw-
ings forming a part of this specification,
in_which similar characters of reference
indicate corresponding parts in all the
views. .

Figure 1 is a side elevation of
proved banjo-ukulele

Figure 2 is an inverted plan view of the
same; and

Figure 3 is an enlarged cross section of
the same on the line 88 of igure 2.

The ring-shaped body 10 of the stringed
musical instrument is provided with the
usual neck 11, and over the said body 10
and the said neck 11 are stretched the
strings 12 passing over g bridge 13 and
winding on the tuning ping 14  Within
the body 10 is arranged a parchment or
skin head 15 carrying the bridge 18 and
stretched over a ring-shaped pressure mem.-
ber 16 arranged within the opening of the
ring-shaped body 10 and -spaced therefrom,
as shown in Figure 3. The parchment or
skin head 15 is provided at its edge with
a flange 17 seated on an angular shoulder
or rabbet 18 formed on the inner face of
the body 10.

The pressure member 16 is provided with
depending integral lugs 20 projecting be-
low the bottom of the body 10 and the said
lugs 20 are engaged by the upper face of
a sound board 21 preferably of dish shape
and adjustably fastened by screws 22 to

the im-
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the body 10, the said sound board 21 being
spaced from the under side of the body 10.
It will be noticed that on screwing up the
screws 22 the sound board 21 exerts an up-
ward pressure on the lugs 20 and conge-
quently on the pressure ring 16 to tightly
stretch the parchment or skin head 15 to
the desired degree to insure g proper sound-
ing of the instrument when the strings 12
are played in the usual manner, It will
also be noticed that the sound board 21
forms a bottom for the body 10.

In case the parchment or skin head 15
becomes injured it can be readily removed
and replaced by a new one, it being only
hecessary to remove the screws 92 to dis-
connect the sound board 21 from the body
10 to allow removal of the pressure ring
16 and the parchment or skip head 15. A
new skin head can be placed over the pres-
sure ring 16 and reinserted with the said
bressure ring in the opening of the body
10, after which the sound board 21 is fag-
tened to the body by the screws 22, and as
this sound board engages the lugs 20 it is
evident that the parchment or skin head
15 is stretched to the desired degree by
screwing up the screws 99, :

The banjo-ukulele shown and described
is very simple and durable in construction
and its parts are not liable to get easily
out of order.

Having thus described my
claim as new and
ters Patent: .

1. In a stringed musical instrument of
the type described, ‘a body, a parchment
head held on the said body, a stretching
member for the gaid parchment head, and
a sound board held adjustably on the said
body and engaging the said stretching mem-
ber to give the desired tension to the said
parchment head.

2. In a stringed musical instrument of
the type described, a ring-shaped body pro-
vided at the inner face with an . annular
shoulder, a parchment head having a flange
seated on the said shoulder, a ring over
which the said head is stretched and pro-
vided with lugs projecting below the bot.-
tom of the said body, a sound board en-
gaging the said lugs, and means adjustably
fastening the said sound board to the said
body at the under side thereof.

3. In a stringed musical instrument of
the type described, a ring-shaped body pro-
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vided at the inner face with an annular of the said body and engaging the said
shoulder, a parchment head having a flange lugs, and screws passing through the said
seated on the said shoulder, a ring over sound board and screwing in the under side 10
which the said head is stretched and pro- of the said body to adjust the sound board
vided with depending integral lugs pro- to give the desired tension to the parch-

jecting below the bottom of the said body, ment head.
s sound board spaced from the under side ROCCO ANTONIO CARLUCCL



