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(57) Claim

1. A return mailer comprising: 
a first ply having a first face and a second

face, and outgoing address indicia visible when 
first portion of said first face, and

extending in a first direction;
a first line formed in said first ply

intersecting said outgoing address indicia;
a second ply having a first face and a second

face, said first face of said second ply in face to 
face contact with said second face of said first ply;

a second line formed in said second ply in 
alignment with said first line, and defining a first 
part of said second ply, and a second part of said 
second ply, said first part of said second ply having 
a length in said first direction sufficient so that 
when it is folded over said first ply about said 
second line it completely covers any remaining 
outgoing address indicia visible when viewing said 
first ply;

reply address information printed wholly on said
.../2
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second face of said second part of said second ply; 
Qdhe.si'ieu means for attaching said first and second plies

together to form a reply envelope; and
a third ply removably attached to said second

ply to cover said second ply second face second 
portion, and when removed exposing said reply address.

■: - ............. n ......................................... '................................................ ............. ■ ;

A return mailer, comprising: 
a top ply having a window, and having a first,

outer, face, and a second, interior, face;
a s&cond ply cooperating with said top ply and

having a first, inner, face cooperating with said top 
ply. second face, and having outgoing address 
information printed thereon beneath said window, and 
visible through said window, and extending in a first 
direction; and a second face having reply indicia 
printed thereon;

a score line formed in said second ply and 
defining a flap portion, and a body portion, said 
reply address indicia being provided wholly in said 
body portion;

a sealing agent disposed on said second ply 
first face on an endmost area of said flap portion;

said flap portion having a length sufficient, 
when said second ply is folded about said score line 
and attached by said sealing agent to said top ply, 
to completely cover an outgoing address indicia on 
said second ply first face, and any portion of said 
window of said top ply;

adhesive means for attaching said top and second 
plies together to form an outgoing and reply 
envelope; and

means for removably covering said reply address 
indicia on said second ply when said mailer is used 
as an outgoing mailer.
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“AN IMPROVED RETURN MAILER”.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

ft ft ft ·

Mailers are a very common type of business 
form. Numerous conventional mailers exist, however 
some of such conventional mailers have been rendered 
obsolete by restriction imposed by the United States 
Postal Service concerning the placement of the 
address information on mailers. Also, many 
manufacturers of computer printers are placing 
restrictions on the thickness of forms that can be 
handled by the printers. Many new printers are 
unable to handle the traditional self-mailer 
product, but require reduced thickness mailers.

According to the present invention, a return 
mailer business form is provided which overcomes the 
drawbacks set forth above. That is according to the 
present invention, a return mailer form is provided 
which meets all U.S. Postal Service regulations and 
recommendations for proper addressing and mailing. 
Also the form processes smoothly through a wide 
variety of printers, including those that cannot 
handle conventional mailers. The form is also less 
expensive compared to conventional mailers, and 
legibility is improved due to a decrease in the 
number of parts, and the amount of paper to be 
discarded is drastically reduced.

According to one aspect of the present 
invention a return mailer is provided which 
comprises the following parts: A first ply having a 
first face and a second face, and outgoing address 
indicia visible when=vxew-i-ng·^a first portion of the
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first face, and extending in a first direction. A
first line formed in the first ply intersecting the
outgoing address indicia. A second ply having a
first face and a second face, the first face of the
second ply in face to face contact with the second
face of the first ply. A second line formed in the
second ply in alignment with the first line, and
defining a first part of the second ply, and a
second part of the second ply, the first part of the
second ply having a length in the first direction
sufficient so that when it is folded over the first
ply about the second line it completely covers any
remaining outgoing address indicia visible when
viewing the first ply. Reply address information
printed wholly on the second face of the second part ηόΛΛβ-sx Ve.of the second ply. m^.ans for attaching the first 
and second plies together to form a reply envelope. 
And, a third ply removably attached to the second 
ply to cover the second ply second face second 
portion, and when removed exposing the reply address.

According to a first embodiment of the present 
invention, the outgoing address indicia described 
above is printed on the second ply first face, and 
is visible through a window formed in the first ply 
at the first portion thereof, and the line of 
weakness in the first ply is a perforation 
(essentially bisecting the outgoing address area).
A sealing agent, such as a piece of transfer tape or 
rewettable adhesive, is formed on the second ply 
first portion of the first face for sealingly 
engaging the firet ply first face when the second 
ply is folded about the second line — which 
preferably is a score line.
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Alternatively, according to a second 
embodiment, the outgoing address indicia may be 
printed on the first ply first face by utilizing a 
fly sheet with a carbon spot, or like imaging 
material, on the back of it to print the outgoing 
address on the first ply.

According to the first embodiment of the 
invention the return mailer thus comprises: A top 
ply having a window, and having a first, outer, 
face, and a second, interior, face. A second ply 
cooperating with the top ply and having a first, 
inner, face cooperating with the top ply second 
face, and having outgoing address information 
printed thereon beneath the window, and visible 
through the window, and extending in a first 
direction; and a second face having reply indicia 
printed thereon. A score line formed in the second 
ply and defining a flap portion, and a body portion, 
the reply address indicia being provided wholly in 
the body portion. A sealing agent disposed on the 
second ply first face on an endmost area of the flap 
portion. The flap portion having a length 
sufficient, when the second ply is folded about the 
score line and attached by the sealing agent to the 
top ply, to completely cover an outgoing address 
indicia on the second ply first face, and any 
portion of the window of the top ply. Adhesive 
means for attaching the top and eecond plies 
together to form an outgoing and reply envelope.
And, means for removably covering the reply address 
indicia on the second ply when the mailer is used as 
an outgoing mailer.
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The second embodiment of return mailer 
according to the present invention thus comprises 
the following elements: A top ply having outgoing 
address information printed on a first face thereof, 
and extending in a first direction, the top ply also 
having a second, interior, face. A second ply 
cooperating with the top ply and having a first, 
inner, face cooperating with the top ply second 
face, and a second face having reply indicia printed 
thereon. A score line formed in the second ply and 
defining a flap portion, and a body portion, the 
reply address indicia being provided wholly in the 
body portion. A sealing agent disposed on the 
second ply first face on an endmost area of the flap 
portion. The flap portion having a length 
sufficient, when the second ply is folded about the 
score line, to completely cover any outgoing address 
indicia on the top ply. Adhesive means for 
attaching the top and second plies together to form 
an outgoing and reply envelope. And, means for 
removably covering the reply address indicia on the 
second ply when the mailer is used as an outgoing 
mailer.

It is the primary object of the present 
invention to provide a simple, relatively thin, 
mailer which meets all U.S. Postal requirements 
regarding proper addressing and mailing. This and 
other objects of the invention will become clear 
from an inspection of the detailed description of 
the invention and from the appended claims.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGURE 1 is a top plan view, with one side 
curled back for clarity of illustration, of the 
first ply of a first embodiment of mailer according 
to the present invention;

FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the second ply 
of the first embodiment of mailer according to the 
invention;

FIGURE 3 is a bottom plan view of the second 
ply of FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 4 is a top plan view of the third ply of 
mailer according to the first embodiment;

FIGURE 5 is a cross-sectional schematic 
illustrating the plies of FIGURES 1 through 4 
constructed into a first embodiment of mailer 
according to the invention; and

FIGURE 6 is a top plan view, with portions 
separated or turned back for clarity of 
illustration, of the second embodiment of return 
mailer according to the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A return mailer according to the present 
invention is shown schematically in FIGURE 5, with 
the various component parts illustrated in FIGURES 1 
through 4. The first component of the mailer
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comprises a first ply 11 having a first face 12 and 
a second face 13 (see FIGURE 1), side edges 14, 15 
and top and bottom edges 16, 17. .An outgoing 
address indicia 19 is visible when one views a first 
portion of the first face, the outgoing address 19 
extending in a first direction (from left to right 
in FIGURE 1). The outgoing address 19 preferably 
has bar code information or the like, as illustrated 
at 32 in FIGURE 2, and is visible through a die cut 
window 20 in the ply 11, which may have a
transparent window patch 21 thereon. A first line 
22 — in this embodiment the line 22 being a 
perforation line or a like line of weakness — is 
formed in the first ply 11 intersecting the outgoing 
add-ess indicia 19.

The first ply 11 also may include a notch 23 
provided at the edge 16 at the perforation line 22 

to facilitate tearing of the ply 11 along the 
perforation 22. Perforation lines 25, 26 are also 
preferably provided spaced from, and parallel to, 
the side edges 14, 15.

The second ply 29 (see FIGURES 2 and 3) has a 
first face 30 with a self-imaging area 31 on which 
the outgoing address 19, including bar code 32 
thereof, is formed. Adhesive patterns 33 are 
provided along the top and bottom edges for 
connecting the second ply 29 to the first ply 11.
The ply 29 includes side edges 34, 35, with .
perforations 36, 37 in alignment with the
perforations 25, 26 of the first ply 11. The second 
ply 29 has virtually an identical size and shape 
(quadrate) as the first ply 11.
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The second ply 29 also includes a perforation 
line 38, and may contain a notch 39 providing easy 
access to it, and a second line 40, in this case a 
score line, about which the ply 29 rnay be folded. A 
sealing agent 41 (rewettable glue, or transfer tape) 
is provided on a portion of the second ply 29 
between the perforation 38 and the score line 40, 
adjacent the perforation 38, for sealing the return 
envelope. Adhesive strips 42 and 43 are also 
provided, the adhesive strip 42 holding the first 
and second plies 11, 29 together until perforation 
38 is detached, and the adhesive strip 43 forming 
one side of the return envelope which is formed by 
the first and second plies 11, 29.

The second ply 29 also includes a second face 
45, as illustrated in FIGURE 3, the score line 40 
and perforation 38 defining a first part (flap 
portion) 46 of the second ply 29, while the score 
line 40 and perforation 37 define a second part 
(body portion) 48 of the second ply 29. Note that 
the first part (flap portion) 46 has a length (the 
dimension from the perforation 38 toward the score 
line 40) sufficient so that when it is folded over 
about the score line 40, over the first ply 11 
(after detachment at the perforation 22) it 
completely covers any remaining outgoing address 
indicia 19 visible when viewing the first ply 11.
The sealing agent 41 then holds it in place once it 
is folded about the score line 40 to close the 
return envelope formed thereby. Note that the line 
40 is in alignment with though slightly offset from 
the perforation 22 when the return mailer is 
assembled in its outgoing configuration (FIGURE 5).
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The second ply 29 also includes reply address 
indicia 49, which may include bar coding 50, and may 
also include a place for placing a stamp 51, and 
printed lines for a return address 52, on a second 
face 45 of the second ply 29. The adhesive 33, 43 
-- and ultimately the sealing agent 41 -- cooperate 
to form the return envelope.

The return mailer in the first embodiment also 
comprises a third ply 55 (FIGURE 4) which is 
removably attached to the second ply 29 to cover the 
second ply second face 45, but when removed exposing 
the reply address 49. The third ply 55 has a first 
face 56 which — in the outgoing configuration of 
the mailer (FIGURE 5) — engages the second face 45 
of the second ply 29. The third ply 55 may be 
tinted so that the reply address 49 is not easily 
readable through it. Also the third ply 55 is 
illustrated having the same size and shape as the 
second ply 29, but it can be shorter if desired, 
just so that it is large enough to cover all of the 
return address characters 49 through 51. If a 
shorter fluid ply is utilized, some means of 
adhesive should be used to secure the short sheet to 
the second face of record ply 45.

There is also a second face of the third ply 55 
(not shown) opposite the face 56. Information for 
the outgoing addressee 57 may be printed on the 
third ply first face 56. Adhesive strip 58 and 
adhesive pattern 59, and adhesive 60 normally hold 
the third ply 55 in place covering the reply address 
49 until removed. Perforation lines 61, 62, and 63 
are provided, which are in alignment with the
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perforations· 36, 38, and 37 respectively of the 
second ply 29.

In use of the mailer of FIGURES 1 through 5, in 
its outgoing configuration of FIGURE 5 when it is 
mailed out, the outgoing address 19, 32 is clearly 
visible from the top of the first ply 11, and no 
ether address information is visible. When the 
mailer is received by the addressee, he/she detaches 
the undesired portion of the first ply 11 using the 
notch 23 and separating it at the perforation 22, 
and removes the unwanted portion of the second ply 
29 by using the notch 39 and·detaching along the 
perforation 38. At the same time, the third ply is 
detached at the perforation 62, and the edge of the 
third ply is grabbed and the entire third ply 55 is 
removed from cooperation with the second ply 29, 
exposing the reply address 49, 50 on the back face 
45 of the second ply 29. The information 57 is read 
by the outgoing addressee, and when he/she is then 
ready to return the.reply envelope, after insertion 
of any desired sheets between the plies 11, 29, the 
second ply 29 is folded about the score line 40, the 
rewettable adhesive 41 is wet (or the transfer tape 
has the release covering removed), and the first 
part 46 of the second ply 29 is folded about the 
score line 40 until the adhesive/sealing agent 41 
engages the face 12 of the first ply 11, thus 
completing the return envelope. A stamp may be 
placed at place 51, and then the envelope is mailed 
to the reply address 49, 50.

A second embodiment according to the invention 
is illustrated in FIGURE 6. In this embodiment 
structures comparable to those in the FIGURES 1
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through 5 embodiment are shown by the same reference 
numerals only preceded by a "1".

The only significant differences between the 
FIGURE 6 and FIGURES 1 through 5 embodiment is the 
provision of a fly sheet 70 having a top face 71 and 
a bottom face 72, in association with the rest of 
the components, making a window 20, 21 unnecessary. 
Fly sheet 70 has a carbon spot 73 or like image 
transfer material disposed on the back face 72, may 
contain and perforations at 74 and 125. When the 
fly sheet 70 is impacted, the outgoing address 119 
is transferred from the impacting stylus through the 
carbon spot 73 onto the front face 112 of a first 
ply 111, so that no window is needed in the first 
ply 111. The second ply 129, and the third ply 155, 
are the same as in the FIGURES 1 through 5 
embodiment. Separation and reuse as a return 
envelope are also the same.

It will thus be seen that according to the 
present invention a return mailer business form is 
provided which meets all the TT.S. Postal Service 
regulations and recommendations for proper 
addressing and mailing, only one address being 
visible at any one time on the form. The form is 
also inexpensive compared to conventional mailers, 
and is relatively thin so that it passes more 
smoothly through a wider variety of printers than a 
conventional mailer. However should it ever be 
desired to provide more parts, they may simply be 
added to the back of the third ply 55. The form 
according to the invention also provides enhanced 
legibility of data since it normally has decreased 
parts compared to conventional mailers, and the
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amount of paper to be discarded is drastically 
reduced compared to conventional mailers.

While the invention has been herein shown and 
described in what is presently conceived to be the 
most practical and preferred embodiment thereof it 
will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the 
art that many modifications may be made thereof 
within the scope of the invention, which scope is to 
be accorded the broadest interpretation of the 
appended claims so as to encompass all equivalent 
structures and products.

• · · ·• · ·
• β ·

• · ·• · ·• < · ·

• · · ·• · * · • ·
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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:

1. A return mailer comprising:
a first ply having a first face and a second

face, and outgoing address indicia visible when οη
viewing^ a first portion of said first face, and 
extending in a first direction;

a first line formed in said i’irst ply 
intersecting said outgoing address indicia;

a second ply having a first face and a second 
face, said first face of said second ply in face to

,. face contact with said second face of said first ply;
; .··. a second line formed in said second ply in• · · ·
.....j alignment with said first line, and defining a first• ·

·;.. part of said second ply, and a second part of said
.....: second ply, said first part of said second ply having

·ί·. a length in said first direction sufficient so that····
when it is folded over said first ply about said 

;*·**: second line it completely covers any remaining
·*’·*; outgoing address indicia visible when viewing said

first ply;
·,:Ζ· reply address information printed wholly on said
• · · · second face of said second part of said second ply; 

adhesive, means for attaching said first and second plies• · · ·:*· : together to form a reply envelope; and·· ·
*♦! a third ply removably attached to said second

ply to cover said second ply second face second 
portion, and when removed exposing said reply address.

2. A mailer as recited in claim 1 wherein said 
outgoing address indicia is printed on said second 
ply first face, and is visible through a window
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formed in said first ply at said first portion 
thereof.

k 3. A mailer as recited in claim 2 wherein said
first line in said first ply is a perforation.

4. A mailer as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising a sealing agent formed on said second ply 
first portion first face for sealingly engaging stid 
first ply first face when said second ply is folded 
about said second line.

5. A mailer as recited in claim 4 wherein said 
sealing agent is a piece of tape covered with a 
release material, or rewettable adhesive.

6. A mailer as recited in claim 4 wherein said 
second line is a score line.

7. A mailer as recited in claim 1 wherein said 
outgoing and reply address indicia include bar coding.

8. A mailer as recited in claim 2 further 
comprising self-imaging material formed on said 
second ply second face beneath said window.

9. A mailer as recited in claim 1 wherein 
said outgoing address indicia is printed on said 
first ply first face.

10. A mailer as recited in claim 1 wherein said 
means for attaching said first and second plies 
together comprises adhesive means, and wherein said
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first line extends in a second direction generally 
perpendicular to said first direction.

11. A mailer as recited in claim I wherein said 
third ply is connected to said second ply by widely 
spaced dots of adhesive, so that said third ply is 
readily removably from said first ply.

12. A mailer as recited in claim 1 wherein said 
third ply is tinted so that the reply address on said 
second ply second face is not easily readable 
therethrough.

13. A mailer as recited in claim 1 wherein said 
third ply has substantially the same size as said 
second ply.

14. A mailer as recited in claim 1 wherein said 
third ply has a first face in I'eleasable contact with 
said second ply second face, and a second face; and 
further comprising information indicia for the 
outgoing addressee printed on said third ply first 
face.

15. A mailer as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising a notch formed in an edge of said first 
ply at said first line to allow the outgoing 
addressee to easily detach said first ply at said 
first line.

16. A mailer as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising edge configurations of said first, second, 
and third plies connected together at edges thereof
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nearest and parallel to said first line, and 
perforations formed in said first, Becond at third 
plies at said connected edges to allow ready 
detachment of said edge configurations from the rest 
of said first, second, and third pliee.

17. A mailer as recited in claim 16 further 
comprising a notch formed in an edge of said second 
ply at said perforation in said second ply to allow 
said second ply edge configuration to easily detach 
at said second ply perforation.

' 18. A mailer as recited in claim 9 further
comprising a fly sheet overlying and detachable from 
said first ply.

A return

ft ft ft ft ft ft ftft ft ft

ft ftft • & «• · · ·• · ··• · • · « ·

• *• ·« ·

a top ply having outgoing address information 
printed on a first face thereof, and extendii^in a 
first direction, said top ply also having/^'second, 
interior, face; zz

a second ply cooperating with &Tid top ply and 
having a first, inner, face cooperating with said top 
ply second face, and a second/face having reply 
indicia printed thereon; ,/s

a score line formeurin said second ply and 
defining a flap portj?on, and a body portion, said 
reply address indicia being provided wholly in said 
body portion; zz

a sealing agent disposed on said second ply 
first fa^e on an endmost area of Eaid flap portion;

said flap portion having a length sufficient,
Ldad-ajoou-t-—s-ai-d-·- "-ΊΊ-Ηλί-?
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~bt>-uumpletel-y-cover any oufcgoi ngx-adrirpras—indi.cia cui
said top ply;

adhesive means for attaching sajiP^top and second 
plies together to form an outgg£iig and reply 
envelope; and

means for^gein^vably covering said reply address 
indieia^s^said second ply when said mailer is used . 
aagsjm^utgoirng mai-lcr. ■ .. . .· 1 ····· 1 β«γβ«··τ,==β,

ΣΏ.. A return mailer, comprising: 
a top ply having a window, and having a first,

outer, face, and a second, interior, face;
a second ply cooperating with said top ply and

having a first, inner, face cooperating with said top 
ply second face, and having outgoing address 
information printed thereon beneath said window, and 
visible through said window, and extending in a first 
direction; and a second face having reply indicia 
printed thereon;

a score line formed in said second ply and 
defining a flap portion, and a body portion, said 
reply address indicia being provided wholly in said 
body portion;

a sealing agent disposed on said second ply 
first face on an endmost area of said flap portion;

said flap portion having a length sufficient, 
when said second ply is folded about said score line 
and attached by said sealing agent to said top ply, 
to completely cover an outgoing address indicia on 
said second ply first face, and any portion of said 
window of said top ply;
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adhesive means for attaching said top and second 
plies together to form an outgoing and reply 
envelope; and

means for removably covering said reply address 
indicia on said second ply when said mailer is used 
as an outgoing mailer.

DATED this 22nd day of June 1993

MOORE BUSINESS EORtMS INC.

• β
··. WATERMARK PATENT & TRADEMARK ATTORNEYS
’·. "THE ATRIUM"
··: 290 BURWOOD ROAD
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A return mailer type business form has a top ply 
through which outgoing address information is 
visible, and a second ply with a reply address 
printed on its back. The back of the second ply is 
covered by a removable third ply when used as an 
outgoing mailer.· After receipt by the addressee, the 
first ply is detached along a perforation line on the 
first face, and a flap on the second ply is folded 
about a score line to close the reply envelope formed 
by the remaining part of the top ply and the second 
ply, and to cover any further outgoing address 
information visible by viewing the first ply. The 
outgoing address information may be printed on the 
second ply and visible through a window in the first 
ply, or may be printed on the first ply.
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Fig. 6
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