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This invention relates to a simple, inexpensive, re-
movable cover which can be used on the legs of a steno-
graphic and other similar type of swivel office chair to
prevent articles such as foot apparel, handbags, etc. from
coming into direct contact with the legs, so prohibiting
the formation of scuff marks on the articles.

Many office chairs have legs of a cruciform shape with
a castor on each leg and a swivel mounted column lo-
cated at the junction of the legs, for the chair seat. The
legs are usually made of either wood or metal.

In use, this type of chair will be moved mainly to-
wards and away from a desk by the person using it, and
during such movement the cruciform legs are liable to
rotate with respect to the chair seat, so that the user is
unaware of the position of the legs until they are acci-
dentally bumped, usually by the feet of the person. Such
an accidental contact with the legs of the chair can often
be quite severe and create unsightly and damaging scuff
marks on footwear. :

This problem is of particular concern to women whose
footwear is frequently of a light colour and manufac-
tured of material having a soft, readily damaged finish,
which usually cannot be readily re-finished.

Various chair protectors have been designed for use
on legs or rungs of chairs but most, if not all, of these
known protectors have been designed primarily to pro-
tect the chair and not the user’s footwear. Some are
custom made and attached during manufacture of the
chair, while others are made as a thick, padded, fairly
expensive protector to be attached by the user.

The custom made protectors are normally fitted only
on the upper surfaces of cruciform-shaped legs and are
not readily removable. They also do not normally cover
the other surfaces of the legs or the castors, and, as such,
do not cover those parts which cause the scuffing of foot-
wear, etc. These protectors also increase the price of
the finished article so adversely affecting their sale.

The separate, padded protectors also do not offer ade-
quate ‘protection against the scuffing of footwear, and,
due to their size, are quite clumsy looking and generally
unacceptable as well as being expensive.

Accordingly, there is obviously a need for a cover
which is specifically designed to protect the user’s foot-
wear and which can be sold at such a price that the
user of a chair will not mind paying for the cover if
not provided by an employer.

The cover should also be of a simple form thereby
being easily attached to the chair legs by the user, even
if female, without the use of tools and without any modi-
fications being required to the legs.

As the cover will have to be approved by the em-
ployer before being fitted by the user, it will also have
to be non-damaging to the chair and of an unobtru-
sive nature or, at most, tastefully decorative.

The cover of this invention achieves these aims by
fully covering the leg surfaces from which scuffing is
obtained, as well as shielding the castors.

The cover is simple in design and can be manufactured
very inexpensively so buying one will be no problem to
the user.

No special tools are required to fit the cover in place,
dome fasteners, clips, zippers or any other type of well-
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known commercially available fastening means being
used.

The cover does not require any modifications to be
made to a standard chair and when fitted will not dam-
age or mark the legs in any way.

The cover can be made from a thin gauge plastic
sheeting, a woven plastic material or other type of mate-
rial, which can be decorative or transparent so achiev-
ing a pleasing result, as well as being functional.

The ease of fitting the cover in place also encourages
its frequent removal for washing or cleaning.

The following drawings illustrate one embodiment of
this invention.

FIGURE 1 is an isometric view of the cruciform type
legs of a standard office chair.

FIGURE 2 is an isometric view of a cover constructed
in accordance with the present invention for mse with
the type of legs as shown in FIGURE 1.

FIGURES 3 and 4 are views of the pieces used in
the manufacture of the cover of FIGURE 2.

FIGURE 5 is an isometric view of the cover of FIG-
URE 2 fitted on the legs of FIGURE 1.

Referring to FIGURE 1, there is shown a set of cruci-
form legs 1 having a castor wheel 2, fitted one near the
end of each leg 1. A swivel mounted column 3 is at-
tached to the junction of the legs for mounting of the
chair seat (not shown).

Referring to FIGURE 2, the cover is comprised of a
piece of flexible material having arms 4 joined to a
central portion 5. The arms have side portions 6 with
skirt portions 7, end portions 12 and tabs 8. attached
to the lower edge of the side portions. The central por-
tion 5 is apertured at the centre 9 to allow for passage
of the column 3 therethrough, and a slit 1¢ runs from
the aperture, through the centre portion 5, and a side por-
tion 6, to an outside edge of the cover, to allow for ease
of fitting. The tabs 8 are shown to be fitted, in this
embodiment, with dome fasteners 21 as are the joining
pieces along the slit 18, but it can readily be appre-
ciated that any type of commercially available fastener,
such as hooks and eyes, zippers, etc.,, can be used to
achieve the same result.

FIGURES 3 and 4 show the pieces that can be used
if the cover is to be fabricated in manufacture. One
piece of material of the shape of FIGURE 3, and 8
pieces of the shape of FIGURE 4 are used and the as-
sembly, to form a cover, can be accomplished by stitch-
ing, heat fusing or other similar means.

Alternatively, the cover can be formed from a single
piece of material by die pressing, for instance, or any
other type of process which is common in the field of
plastics.

Further embodiments could include a cover for the
legs 1 in which the tabs 8 extend the full length of each
leg, and are arranged with fasteners so that the legs 1
will be totally enclosed when the cover is fitted.

Further, the fastening means 11 could be arranged
along the upper or side surfaces of the cover when fitted
to the legs 1.

Also, as the protection is required from scuffing on
the legs 1, the objects of this invention could be achieved
by suitable covers made to specifically enclose only the
legs 1, the central portion 5 of the cover being omitted.
With this multiple cover arrangement provision can easily
be made for chairs having various numbers of legs and
various leg arrangements.

The above are preferred embodiments only of the
present invention and it can readily be appreciated that
other forms of cover fall within the ambit of the pres-
ent teachings as claimed.
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The embodiments of the invention in which an ex-
clusive property or privilege is claimed are defined as
follows:

1. For use on a set of chair legs, a manually attach-
able cover for protecting the chair user’s apparel from
damage resulting from said chair legs, comprising a cen-
tral portion provided with an aperture and an outside
edge, at least one pair of top portions extending out-
wardly from said central portion, each of said top por-
tions being provided with side portions and an end por-
tion extending substantially at right angles to said top
portion, means joining said side portions, a slit traversing
said joining means and forming a continuation of said
first mentioned slit, and fastening means preventing open-
ing of said slit.

2. A chair leg cover as set forth in claim 1 wherein
means are provided to secure said top and side portions
to said chair legs. '

3. A chair leg cover as in claim 2 wherein said secur-
ing means includes tabs attached to said side portions
having dome fasteners thereon.

4. A chair leg cover as in claim 1, wherein said top
portion and said end portion is in one piece and said
side portions are attached to said top portion and end
portion.
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5. A chair leg cover as in claim 1, wherein said top
portion is in the shape of a cross.

6. A chair leg cover as in claim 5, wherein said top
portion and said end portions are in one piece and
said side portions are attached to said top portion and
end portions.

7. A chair leg cover as in claim 1, wherein said cover
is fabricated from a flexible sheet material.

8. A chair leg cover as in claim 1, wherein said cover
is fabricated from flexible plastic.

9. A chair leg cover as in claim 1, wherein said fasten-
ing means consists of tabs with securing means on said
tabs, said securing means being dome fasteners.

10. A chair leg cover as in claim 1, wherein said cover
is fabricated from one piece of flexible material.
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