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This invention relates to clips and more par 
ticularly to a type useful in nonpiercing ear 
ringS. . . . . . 

It is the object of the present invention to 
provide a clip construction for earrings which 
is rugged and economical and which may be 
worn with comfort and with certainty of reten 
tion over long periods of time. 

It is a further object of the present invention 
to adapt conventional button backs for the re 

position with the junction end of the bifurcated 
clip adjacent to the button back. 

It is a further object of the invention to pro 
vide an economical clip construction which re 

O 
ception thereby of a resilient metallic wire clip . 
to attain a resilient clip assembly which may 
be worn with comfort upon the ear lobes. The 
invention comprehends the combination of all 
types of ornamental surfaces with metallie but 
ton backs in accordance with the present inven 
tion, 'So that earrings of all types may be had 
by different combinations of ornamental fronts 
with the metallic backs such as ornamental-but 
ton shells of metal, plastics, fabric or cabochons 
of all types. . . . . . . 
The invention proceeds upon the principle of 

providing a channel functioning as a pivotal seat 
for a Spring clip by stamping this channel in 
the button back at one side of the center thereof, 
which may be executed at the time of manufac 
ture of the button back as a part of the orig 
inal stamping operation, and which may be sup 
plemented by the stamping of a protuberance 
at the opposite side of the center of the button 
at the point of engagement of the end of the 
resilient clip to obtain a more perfect gripping 
action between the clip and button back. Orna 
mental surfaces of all types may be combined with 
the metal back by spinning an ornamental but 
ton shell around the flange of the button back, 
or by pressing the flange of the button back 
around the ornamental shell of metal or around 
an insert of any other material such as cabochons 
of all types well known in the jewelry art. A 

5 

quires no soldering, or the handling of sealing 
plastics or complicated Spring structures to adapt 
a conventional button back for use as a clip 
which may be used as an earring or other orna 
ment independent of, or in supplement to, a con 
ventional set of buttons having similar orna 
mentation. ". ..., , 

Other objects and purposes will appear from 
the more detailed description of the invention 
following hereinafter, taken in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawing, Wherein 

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a button back in 
accordance with the present invention; 
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Fig. 2 is a rear view of Fig.1; * . . . . 
Fig. 3 is a rear view corresponding to Fig.2 

showing the clip in raised position, at which 
time it exerts its tendency to return to its posi 
tion shown in Fig. 1; "...' . . . . . 

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view along line 
4-4 of Fig. 1 with the clip shown in solid lines 
in its normal position, and in dotted lines in 
its raised position; . 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the spring clip 
element which may be used with the button back 
in accordance with the present invention to com 
plete the economical and rugged assembly; 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the finished ear 
ring in accordance with the present invention, 
illustrating an ornamental metallic button shell 
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having the fiange thereof surrounding the flange 
of the metallic back; ". . . . . . . 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of a different form 
... of the invention showing the applicability of the 
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special spring clip of resilient metal wire hav-, 
ing bifurcated arms terminating in inwardly ex 
tending trunnions is engaged in the pivotal seat 
formed by the channel by spreading the arms 
slightly until the transversely extending trun 
nions extend into the opposite ends of the chan 
nel. These ends of the channel are tapered 
toward each other and towards the center of the 
button back in order to spread the sides of the 
spring clip when the latter is pivoted from the 
plane of the button back, which spreading of 
the arms acts against the resilient force of the 
spring wire material to remain in undistended 

45. 
preferably is adapted to be stamped from metal 
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position, whereupon the release of the pivoting 
force causes the clip to return to its normal 

invention to button backs which are also adapted 
to be used as conventional buttons; and 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a button back 
of a different geometrical configuration showing 
the alternate adaptability of the back to be used 
as a button or as a clip. . . . . . '', 
In Figs. 1 to 4 of the drawing is shown a con 

ventional circular, metallic button back 8 which 

sheeting with a surrounding flange 8 and which, 
in addition, has a trapezoidal channel 6 stamped 
outwardly from the rear surface thereof termi 
nating in spaced convergingly directed slits 5 
which taper towards the cerater. of the button. 
This trapezoidal channel is stamped at one side 
of the center of the button back along a chordal 
line of the circular back and the slits taper to: 

55 wards the opposite side of the centerline so that 
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the minor parallel side 7 of the trapezoid is closer 
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without departing from the spirit of my inven 

to the center of the button back. A bifurcated tion the scope of which is set forth in the an 
Spring clip of tempered steel or brass wire, as 
shown in enlarged scale in Fig. 5, is provided with 
two arms 2’, 3, which terminate in inwardly ex 
tending trunnions 2 and 3 and have a common 
junction point 4. The trunnions 2, 3 are inserted 
into the channel 6 through slits 5 by a slight 
spreading of the arms 2 and 3. . Normally the 
clip tends to abut the button back, and in order 
to perfect this abutting action, a small protuber 
ance 9 is stamped outwardly of the button back 
at the same time that the channel 6 is stamped 
therefrom. The protuberance 9 is disposed equi 
distantly from the ends of the channel 6 in the 
vertical center of the button back. Thereupon a 
more complete and lasting resilient engagement 
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negdiins. E. g 
1. An earring of the clip type comprising a back 

and an ornamental front mounted thereon, said 
back having a pair of spaced convergingly direct 
ed slits cut therein and the material between dis. 
placed from the plane of said back, said slits be 
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is had between the junction end 4 of the clip and . 
the button back. 
When the clip is pivoted around its trunnions 

in the channel 6, as indicated by the arrow in 
Fig. 4, the arms 2 and 3' move towards the 
wider portion of the channel by the camming 
action of the end edges or slits 5 to effect a 
spreading of the arms. The resilience of the 
arms is such that a force is exerted to return 
the clip to its normal position, which is done 
when the raising force is released, so that the 
lobe of an ear may be comfortably engaged be 
tween the clip and the button back 8. The clip 
is so shaped that a partial spacing of the end & 
from the protuberance 9 results in a sufficient 
space for the accommodation of an earlobe. Fur 
thermore, the channel 6 is disposed inwardly of 
the circumference so that no part of the clip is 
visible when the same is worn, while the extent 
of clip contact from adjacent One end of the but 
ton to the other results in an effective gripping 
action. With maximum comfort to the Wearer. 

Fig. 6 shows an ornamental button shell 
which may be of sheet metal or plastic, having a 
flange 2 spun around the flange of the button 
back. 
In Fig. 7 is shown a cabochon 3 which may 

be of plastic, onyx or any other ornamental na 
terial, which is adapted to be crimped by the 
flange 8 of the button back. In this view is 
shown as well, a conventional buttonhole chain-- 
nel 20 which may be pressed into the button back 
in supplement to the channel 6 and protuberance 
9, in order that the back may be adapted to al 
ternative uses as a conventional button or as a 
Clip. 
In Fig. 8 is shown a buton back 6 of hexagonal 

configuration having the pivotal channel seat 6 
and protuberance 9 stamped therein in Supple 
ment to the buttonholes 9, so that the back may 
be used alternately as a clip or as a button. The 
invention may be applied as well to button backs 
of any geometric configuration or design. 

It is understood that while the invention is 
particularly applicable to the adaptability of con 
ventional metallic button backs to the uSe of ear 
rings, the features thereof may as Well be applied 
to other jewelry clips of an ornamental nature, 
or to other utilitarian clips. Also the resilient 
clip may be applied to backs of sheet material 
functioning in the same manner as sheet metal 
backs, which are extensively used at the present 
time. While I have described my invention as 
embodied in a specific form and as Operating in 
a specific manner for purposes of illustration, it 
should be understood that I do not limit my in 
vention thereto, since various modifications will 
suggest themselves to those skilled in the art 
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ing disposed at one side of the center of said back 
and tapering towards each other towards the 
opposite side of said center of said back, and a 
resilient clip formed of Spring wire having bifur 
cated arms terminating in transversely extend 
ing trunnions pivotally engaging said displaced 
material with the junction end of Said arms nor 
mally adapted to abut the back, said last-men 
tioned end adapted to press resiliently towards 
said back when said clip is moved pivotally from 
said back, in consequence of the tensioning of 
the arms thereof by the engagement of Said arms 
with the differently spaced portions of the back 
between said slits. 

2. An earring of the clip type comprising a 
metallic back and an ornamental front mounted 
thereon, said metallic back having a channel and 
a pair of Spaced slits at the ends thereof pressed 
OutWardly from the Surface of said metallic back, 
said channel being disposed at one side of the 
center of said back and said slits tapering to 
Wards each other towards the opposite side of 
said center of said back, a small protuberance 
pressed outwardly from the surface of the metal 
lic back at said last-mentioned side thereof and 
equidistantly of the ends of said channel, and a 
resilient clip formed of metallic spring wire hav 
ing bifurcated arms terminating in inwardly ex 
tending trunnions pivotally engaging said chan 
nel through said slits, with the junction end of 
said arms normally adapted to abut said pro 
tuberance on the metallic back, said last-men 
tioned end adapted to press resiliently towards 
said protuberance when Said slip is moved pivot 
ally from said back, in consequence of the spread 
ing of the arms thereof by the engagement of 
said arms With the wider portion of said channel. 

3. An earring of the clip type comprising a 
circular metallic back and an ornamental front 
mounted thereon, said metallic back having a 
pair of spaced slits stamped therein to define the 
boundaries of a trapezoidal channel pressed out 
wardly from the surface of said metallic back 
along a chordal line of Said circular back Sym 
metrically with respect to the vertical center of 
said back and with the minor parallel side of said 
trapezoidal channel being closer to said center, 
a resilient clip formed of metallic Spring Wire 
having bifurcated arms terminating in inwardly 
extending trunnions pivotally engaging said 
channel through said slits with the junction end 

2 of Said arms normally adapted to abut the metal 
lic back. at a point in the vertical center of said 
back opposite said chordal line, said last-men 
tioned end adapted to press resiliently towards 
said metallic back when said clip is moved pivot 
ally from said back in consequence of the spread 
ing of the arms thereof by the engagement of 
said arms with the wider portion of said trape 
Zoidal channel adjacent to the major parallel 
side thereof. w 

4. A device as set forth in claim 3 wherein a 
Small protuberance is pressed outwardly from the 
surface of the metallic back at said point in the 
vertical center of said back opposite said chordal 
line to accentuate the resilient engagement be 
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tween the junction end of said resilient clip and 
the metallic back, 

5. A resilient clip assembly comprising a me 
tallic backing element, said element having a 
channel and a pair of spaced slits at the ends 
thereof pressed outwardly, from the surface of 
said element, said channel being disposed at one 
side of the center of Said element and said sits. 
tapering towards each other towards the opposite 
side of said center of said element, and a resilient 

3. 
stantly of the ends of said channel, and a resilient 
clip formed of metallic spring wire having bifur 
cated arms terminating in inwardly extending 
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O 
clip formed of metallic Spring. Wire having bifur 
cated arms terminating in inwardly extending 
trunnions pivotally engaging said ... channel 
through said slits whereby the clip may be swung 
approximately 90° from the backing element, with 
the junction end of said arms, normally adapted 
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to abut the metallic backing element, said last 
mentioned end adapted to return automatically 
towards said backing element when said clip is 
moved pivotally from said element in consequence 
of the spreading of the arms thereof by the en 
gagement of Said arms with the Wider portion Of 
said channel. , 

6. A resilient clip assembly comprising a me 
tallic back and an ornamental front mounted 
thereon, said metallic back having a channel and . 
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trunnions ... pivotally engaging Said channel 
through said slits whereby the clip may be swung 
approximately 90° from the plane of the metallic 
back, With the junction end of said arms normally 
adapted to abut said protuberance on said metal 
lic back, Said last-mentioned end adapted to re 
turn automatically towards said metallic back. 
when said clip is moved pivotally in said, chan 
nel in consequence of the spreading of the arms 
thereof by the engagement of said arms With the 
ends of the Wider portion of said channel. 

7. A resilient clip assembly comprising a back 
ing element of sheet material having a pair of 
convergingly directed camming slits stamped , 
from the Surface of said backing element and 
forming camming edges displaced from the plane 
of said backing element, and a resilient clip 
formed of Spring Wire having bifurcated arms 
terminating in transversely extending trunnions. . 
adapted to fit resiliently into said camming slits 
and normally adjacent to the surface of said 
backing element with the junction of said arms 

* normally abutting said backing element, said 
a pair of spaced slits at the ends thereof pressed 
outwardly from the surface of said metallic back, 
said channel being disposed at one side of the 
center of Said back and said slits tapering to 
wards each other towards the opposite side of said 
center of Said back, a Small protuberance pressed 
outwardly from the Surface of the metallic back 
at said last-mentioned side thereof and equidis 

3. 

last-mentioned junction adapted to press resil 
iently towards the Surface of said backing, ele 
ment when said clip is moved pivotally there 
from, in consequence of the opposition of the 
natural resilience of said arms to the enforced 
movement of said arms by said camming edges. 

LESLIE w. HUBBELL. 

  


