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Tho'schedule refered to in thase Letters Patent and making part of the same. 

- To all whom it may concern: , - . " 
Beit known thatwe, W. S. SHoEMAKER, of Tow 

i sontown, in the county of Baltimore, and State of Ma 
ryland, and E. H. SHoEMAKER, of Lancaster, Fairfield 
county, State of Ohio, have inwented a new and im 

i proved Clothes-Line Pin, or 0?asp; andwe do hereby 
i declare that the following is a full, clear, and exact 

i description theréof, ref?rence beinghadto the accom 
| . panying drawings, naking part of this specification, im 
which- • | : X 

| Figure 1.isa perspectiveview, showing the manner 
: offastening an articletoaclothes-lineby ourimproved 

pins, or clasps. . 
Figures 2, 3, and 4, are diferent views of th? im 

pruved pin, or clasp. *---- 
| Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding 
parts in the several figures. |- - , 
The object of this invention is to adapt a single 

piece of springy metal to serve as a clothes-pin, or 
clasp, forsecuringarticles to a clothes-line. . 
, The natureofourinvention consists ina corrugated and flanged loop, orring, composed of a singlepiece 

i ofspringy metal, and adapted for:retainingitselfupom 
a cothes-line, andalsofor claspingandfirmy holding 

| acloth thereon, as will be hereinafter explained, 
To enable others skilled in the artto. understand 

ourinvention, we will describe the same. 
In the accompanying drawings- . . . , . . 
Brepresents the body of the ciasp, whichisalmqst 

, a complete circle, and which has its ends turned out 
i ward, andelongated, so asto form jaws, orc?asping 

i fanges, a a,whichmaybe mad? longertham t?iewidth 
of thering Borequalin width: to this ring. 
The drawings show ; ot claspingjaws. 

| 0 somewhat longer thanth? wid the ring, orloop 
i B, and with their ends, b, made faring, sothat a | 
clbthmaybe readily inserted between-them. " 
- Thering, or loop B, aswellasits jawsafare corru 
gated, ormade to present concave surfacesexternal?y, 

| and convex sides internally, asclear?y shown, for the 
purpose ofaffordingtherequired stiffness to saidip?rts, 

| and allowing the device to benadelight, and of thin 
metal. i - . . . | . . 

i Ifdeširable, the corrugations may be made soasto. 
preseht convex exterior surfaces, orjust the converse 
of theform represented in thedrawings; butitispre 

i Cast. 

ferable to have the device formed substantially as 
shown, sothat its edges turn outward?y. 

Itis. mecessary, or at least. desirable, to have the 
ring, orloop springy, só that when its jawsare drawn 
apart they will spring together, and thus gripe and 
firmly retain anything introduced betweenthem. 
We, therefore, prefer to make the device of some 

suitable springy, metal, which may be galvanizéd to 
prewent rusting, and which may be struck up into the 
required form between suitable dies, or:which may be 

i " | gs, we have represented two 
of the improved devices, clasping and holdinga gloth 
upon a line, A. Itwill be seen thatthering, orloop 

| Im fig. 1, of the drawin 

portion Bencompasses the line, and that portion of 
the elasp which passes overit, and that the jaw-por. 
tions cza receive betweenthem and hold the cloth be 
neath the liné. |- - To applythe claspsafter anarticleis spreadovera. 
line, they areslippedower the edges of the c?oth by 
moving each claspina direction with the length of 
the line. * w * 

Therings, orloops, B shouldbeslightlylarger than 
the diameter of the line for whichthey are intended , 
to be used, so that they will receive between them 
and the line one or twothicknesses of cloth. . If suficiently elastic, the clasps'maybe put upona 

|line, by springing theirjawsa a apart, but it isin 
tended to keep these clasps permanently upom the 
lines, so that they willalways beat hand whe? re 
quired: Therefore, they'maybe slipped upon one end 
ofa line before it is fastened toits place. 

Having described our invention, , 
We claim, asa new and improvedarticle of manu 

factur?- * | – 
Aclothes-line clasp, consisting of a ring, B, termi 

nating, atits ends, in jawsa, a, and stiffened by cor 
rugating, substantiallyas described. , . 
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