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The present invention relates to smoking apparatus,
and more particularly to a holder for smoking tobacco
products such as cigars and cigarettes.

The conventional method of smoking is to inhale smoke
and fumes from the end which is burning through the
tobacco. Imvestigation of this method of smoking indi-
cates that deleterious effects result due to tars, which
have a high temperature of volatilization, or other harm-
ful ingredients, being inhaled. The harmful ingredients
have a tendency to condense and be deposited upon the
lungs and nasal passages of the smoker. The result, in
many cases, is believed conducive to a cancer condition.

Accordingly, it is a primary object of the present in-
vention to provide an apparatus for smoking tobacco
products in reverse to the conventional method.

1t is a further object of the present invention to provide
an improved apparatus for smoking tobacco products
which will tend to eliminate disadvantages characteristic
of conventional smoking methods.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
an improved means for smoking tobacco products reverse
to conventional methods which will be efficient, effective,
easy to construct and operate, and which will be bene-
ficial to the health of the smoker.

The present invention is in the nature of an improve-
ment over the structure shown and claimed in U.S. Patent
to N. S. Blodgett et al., No. 2,816,554, issued December
17, 1957. It is well known to persons skilled in the art
that, in order to support combustion in a closed con-
tainer, an adequate supply of oxygen need be provided.
Experimentation with an apparatus of the kind disclosed
by the N. S. Blodgett et al. patent has shown that there
is an insufficient supply of oxygen to maintain the cigar
or cigarette burning unless the apparatus is of a size
which would be relatively large.

In accordance with the present invention, a cylindrical
body member is provided with openings at both ends,
one end being adapted for the smoker’s mouth in conven-
tional manner, and the other end being adapted to re-
ceive a cap which serves to hold a tobacco product sus-
pended within the body member. At least one hole is
provided in the cylindrical wall of the body member for
ventilation thereby to facilitate combustion.

The invention itself, both as to its fundamental prin-
ciples and structure will be understood better by ref-
erence to the following specification and accompanying
drawing in which:

FIGURE 1 is a side view, in section, of a preferred
embodiment of smoking apparatus in accordance with
the present invention;

FIGURE 2 is a sectional view of the apparatus shown
in FIGURE 1, taken along the line 2—2 thereof; and

FIGURE 3 is an end view of that portion of the appa-
ratus which is held in the mouth of the smoker.

Referring more particularly to the drawing, wherein
similar reference characters designate corresponding parts
throughout, a preferred embodiment of the present in-
vention is designated generally by the reference numeral 1.

The illustrated smoking apparatus 1 comprises a hollow
cylindrical body member or tobacco product holder 3
which is preferably made from a material which will with-
stand the temperatures incident to the burning tobacco
product 4 supported therein. Suitable materials may com-
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prise a lightweight metal, such as aluminum, or a heat-
resistant plastic.

The cylindrical body member 3 has one end 5 thereof
tapered and shaped to provide a mouthpiece of conven-
tional configuration. The mouthpiece end is provided
with an opening 7 of suitable size which will communi-
cate with the hollow interior of the body member thereby
to permit the user to draw smoke therethrough. The
opposite end 9 of the body member is open and arranged
to receive a removable end cap 11. Adjacent to the cap
end 9, an internal annular shoulder 13 is provided the
function of which is to support a cylindrical screen or
perforated member 15. The screen is preferably made
from a suitable heat-resistant material and may com-
prise a wire mesh. The screen has one end 17 closed
and the opposite end 19 thereof open and flanged out-
wardly. The flanged open end 19 is suitably secured to
the body shoulder 13 so that the closed end is disposed
within the body member and extending toward the mouth-
piece end 5. The cylindrical screen is of a configuration
slightly larger than the cigarette 4 but smaller than the
inside diameter of the body member so that an airspace is
provided between the screen and the internal surface of
the body member.

The end cap i1 is cylindrical and is of a size that will
provide a press fit within the open end 9 of the body
member. A central hole 21 extends axially through the
end cap and is tapered preferably so that the diameter
of the hole increases inwardly when the cap is disposed
in closed relation to the end of the body member. The
function of the tapered hole is to facilitate supporting
the tobacco product 4 therein.

The cylindrical wall of the body member 3 is provided
with at least one aperture 23 for the purpose of ventilating
the body member adequately to support combustion.
Preferably two oppositely disposed holes or apertures 23
are provided thereby insuring adequate ventilation by
connecting the interior of the body member with the
ambient atmosphere.

The holder of the present invention is employed in
smoking tobacco products in the following manner. The
end cap 11 is removed from the body member 3. A
cigarette 4, for example, is inserted with the mouth en-
gaging or unlighted end thereof in the tapered hole 21
of the cap. The cigarette is lighted in conventional man-
ner. The cigarette and end cap are then inserted into the
body member with the cigarette disposed within the screen
and the end cap inserted in the open end 9 sufficiently to
close or literally seal that end of the body member. The
cigarette may then be smoked by inserting the mouth
end 5 of the body member in the mouth and drawing the
smoke from the burning cigarette through the hole 7 into
the mouth at the same time closing off the apertures 23
with the fingers. This will force air to be taken in
through the opening 21 of the cap and drawn through the
cigarette from the unlighted end to the burning end there-
of. When not being smoked, the user releases his fingers
from the holes 23 thereby to allow a supply of air to
enter the body member for support of combustion. In
other words, the mouth hole 7 and the holes 23 serve
as a chimney.

The screen 15 is not essential to the operation of the
tobacco holder. However, it enhances usefulness of the
holder by serving to contain the ashes thereby preventing
them from being drawn into the mouth.

Although there has been shown and described but a
single embodiment of the present invention, it will be
recognized by persons skilled in the art that other em-
bodiments thereof are possible without departing from
the spirit and scope of the appended claims. For ex-
ample, a suitable smoke filter may be provided in the
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holder in conventional manner, or another appropriate
end cap may be provided which will support the tobacco
product in the manner outlined herein. In like manner,
the apparatus is susceptible of adaptation particularly to
cigarettes but conceivably it can be designed to accom-
modate other similar tobacco products such as cigars, or
the like. Therefore, it is desired that the particular form
of the invention presented herein be considered as illus-
trative and not as limiting.

We claim:

1. Smoking apparatus for tobacco products compris-
ing an elongated hollow body member having one end
thereof apertured and defining a mouthpiece and the other
end thereof open, and an end cap for closing said open
end, said end cap having a central opening extending
therethrough adapted to receive the unlighted end of
a tobacco product for support with its lighted end with-
in said body member in lateral spaced relation to the
internal surface of said body member, said body mem-
ber being provided with at least one opening connecting
the interior thereof with the ambient atmosphere, said
last mentioned opening being of a size and disposed in
a position for closure by at least one finger of the user
whereby withdrawal of air from the body member through
the mouthpiece opening causes air to be drawn through
the cigarette from the unlighted end toward and through
the lighted end thereof.

2. The invention as defined in claim 1 and wherein
perforated means is supported within said body member
in spaced relation to the internal surface thereof, said
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perforated means being of a configuration to receive the
tobacco product supported by said end cap.

3. The invention as defined in claim 2 wherein said
perforated means comprises a mesh wire screen.

5 4. The invention as defined in claim 1 wherein said
central opening of said end cap is tapered to facilitate
supporting the tobacco product.

5. The invention as defined in claim 4 and wherein
perforated means is supported within said body member

10 in spaced relation to the internal surface thereof, said
perforated means being of a configuration to receive the
tobacco product supported by said end cap.

6. The invention as defined in claim 5 wherein said
perforated means comprises a mesh wire screen.
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