Dec. 9, 1952 K. E. LEGG ET AL 2,620,475
TOWEL -APRON

Filed March 1, 1852

INVENTORS:

Tetgrntens

ATTORNEYS.




Patented Dec. 9, 1952

L 2,620,475

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,620,475
~ TOWEL APRON
Kathryn E, Legg and Harold M. Legg, Pontiac, 1l
o Applicaﬁon March 1, 1952, Serial No. 274,336
(Cl. 2—50)

3 Claims.

1

This invention relates to a towel garment, and
more particularly to s garment which forms a
protective covering for hair washing operations,
hair trimming, and other operations.

An object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an absorbent garment such as a towel, with
means for gathering the material closely and in
folds about the neck while at the same time pro-
tecting the shoulders, etc. of the wearer. A still
further object is to provide a towel garment or
the like which may be readily inserted over the
head of the wearer and which will gather about
the neck to provide a highly absorbent body pre-
venting the flow of water from the hair or head
downwardly beyond the neck of the wearer. A
still further object is to provide in such a gar-
ment effective means for turning the edge of the
towel upwardly and inwardly to catch drops of
water, hair, etc. and to hold the same in the
absorbent upper portion of the garment. Yet
another object is to provide in such a garment
means for tightly securing the towel about the
arms of the wearer to form a protective enclosure
of the wearer’s body. Yet another object is to
provide a new form'of towel structure serving
many functions and having the characteristics
which will be later described. Other specific ob-
jects and advantages will appear as the specifica~
tion proceeds.

The invention is shown, in an illustrative em-
bodiment, by the accompanying drawing, in
which— _ ,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the front of
a towel garment embodying our invention; Fig.
2, a view similar to Fig. 1, but showing the rear
of the garment; Fig. 3, a top plan view of the
garment before the same is secured upon the
wearer; Fig, 4, an enlarged detail sectional view,
the section being taken as indicated at line
4—4 of Fig. 3; and Fig. 5, a broken perspective
view of an elastic thread which is preferably
used in forming the garment, and securing thread
therefor. )

In the illustration given, we prefer to employ
an ordinary towel {0 having the usual rectangu-
lar shape. At an intermediate point of the towel,
we form an opening il which is adapted to re-
ceive the head of the wearer, and at a short dis-
tance around the opening, we secure elastic
threads 12 by means of stitching thread (3. For
_ example, the elastic thread 12 lies on one side of

. the towel, extending in a generally circular di-
cection, and the stitching thread 18 is passed
ound the thread 12 and then through the towel
iy to secure the elastic thread in g line about
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the towel. Since such structure is known, a de-
tailed description is herein believed unnecessary.
In the specific form illustrated, and as is shown
more clearly in Fig. 4, we provide three of the
elastic threads 12 in spaced-apart relation, and
these form in effect a collar which is adapted*to
extend vertically gbout the neck of the wearer.
The vertical collar provided by the three spaced
elastic threads {2 is designated on the drawing by
the numeral i5. Between the collar {5 and the
upper edge 14 which defines the opening I,
there is formed a fluted ruff or neck enclosure
{6, which inclines upwardly and outwardly. The
ruff thus formed is doubled upon itself and pro-
vides a thick body of toweling which is thus held
closely gbout the neck of the wearer and above
the elastic collar portion 5. )

As shown more clearly in Fig. 3, we provide
along each side of the towel 10 an elongated
stretch of elastic thread (2 which is stitched to
the towel body by the threads (3. The elastic
{2 in this instance, just as in the instance of
the collar-forming area 15, is secured while in
stretched condition so that upon release of the
elastic, the transverse waves or fluting 17 are
formed which extend transversely of the towel
10. In the structure shown, the fluting or folds
{1 substantially join or unite with similar folds
which extend outwardly from the central open-
ing {1, so that in effect there are provided trans-
verse folds or flutes which extend substantially
across the towel in the general area of the neck
opening and the central portion of the side
elastic threads (2. We find that the material
which is gathered by these generally fransverse
folds {7 and the folds about the neck opening !
result in shortening the towel by about one-
third of its original length. Thus; in effect, one-
third of the towel is bunched, in the form of
plaits or folds, in the area around the neck and
shoulders of the garment. o

The end of the towel which forms the back of
the garment is preferably provided with fas-
teners which may be in the form of ball fasteners
{18, and such fasteners engage sockets 19, as in-
dicated best in Figs. 2 and 3. It will be under-
stood that any means for securing the back por-
tion of the garment in the position shown may
be employed. We prefer, also, to employ an
elastic thread for shortening the rear edge of the
towel at 20, as shown more clearly in Figs. 2
and 3.

In operation, the towel, in the open position
illustrated in Fig. 3, may be drawn over the head
of the wearer by stretching the elastic threads
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12, and upon being released, the threads 12 about
the opening If form a vertical collar tightly en-
closing the neck of the wearer while at the same
time bunching the material thereabout to form
the absorbent ruff 16. At the same time, the
side threads 1l form inwardly-extending plaits
or folds which bunch the cloth upon the shoul-
ders of the wearer and the threads also cause
the outer side edges 21 of the towel to extend up-
wardly and outwardly over the -shoulders, thus
forming a protective band or border, the border
being also gathered to form bunched material on
the shoulders.

The wearer may then draw the rear portion
22 of the garment forwardly and secure it by
means of the ball-and-socket fasteners 18 and
i9 in the position illustrated best in Figs. 1 and
2. This operation causes the réar portion of
the towel to fit tightly against the shoulders and
back of the wearer. The neck portion of the
towel remains bunched not only in a folded ruff
around the neck, but also transversely across the
~ shoulders of the wearer. - Water dripping from
the head or hair is caught-up -quickly by the
transversely-extending folds or plaits about the
top of the garment while the fluted ruff about the
neck checks and catches water droplets. The lat-
erally and upwardly-extending -borders 21 catch
water droplets, falling hair; ete., and the trans-
versely-extending folds provide valleys which
hold the hairs, etc. upon the garment.

As a result of the use of the garment, it is found
that the washing, hair trimming, or other op-
eration is carried on without water or hair, ete.
being scattered over the room, and when the
garment is removed, it is found that the wearer
has been completely protected. When the towel
garment is removed and stretched, the hairs, ete.,
may be readily shaken out or removed.

If desired, ball fasteners such as 18 and {9 may
be iristalled above those shown in Fig. 2 to fur-
ther close the garment under the arms.” We pre-
fer to have the garment with the front longer
than the back so that it is more effective in pro-
tecting the clothing in the frontal area from
splashing water when thé wearer is washing her
hair, or finger painting, pasting, golfing, etc. As
a sportswear garment, the front may also be
tucked into skirts,. slacks, or shorts, to give a
blouse effect, thus holding the garment in posi-
tion and giving the gathered back a back mid-riff
effect.

While the garment has been descnbed par-
ticularly in connection with head or hair-wash-
ing or trimming operations, it will be obvious
that it may be used for other ‘purposes. It may
be employed as beach wear, as a bib, and as a
protector when one is finger palntmg, pasting
or water-coloring, ete.,, as well as for women
when giving themselves facials, home perma-
nents, or pinning up or tinting thelr hair. Other
uses will be obvious.

By gathering the neck, a wheel-hke pattern
of folds is formed which substantially join or
unite with similar folds extending inwardly from
the shoulders and thus keeping the garment in
a concentrated toweling position, where it ab-
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sorbs moisture readily without producing a dis-
tortion of the folds. At the same time, the ridges
formed on the top of the shoulders provide means
for holding paper and curler in readiness for
use while each lock of hair is being wet with
the home permanent solution, etc. Further the
transverse folds or ridges in the garment prevent
it from lying flat against the wearer’s body, and
create air channels which make the garment
cooler and, when the garment is being worn on
the beach or in sports, efc., protect the skin from
the sun’s rays.

‘While in the foregoing specification, we have
set forth a specific structure in considerable de-
tail for the purpose of illustrating an embodi-
ment of the invention, it will be understood that
such details of structure may be varied widely
by those skilled in the art without departing from
the spirit of our invention.

We claim:

1. A towel garment, comprising an elongated
towel body having sides and an opening formed
cenfrally therebetween, an elastic member about
said opening to form a neck, said elastic mem-
ber being spaced inwardly from the edge about
said opening to provide a fluted ruff thereabout,
said elastic also forming folds extending trans-
versely of the towel said towel body being folded
upon itself transversely in line with said open-
ing, and longitudinally~-extending elastic mem-
bers adjacent the central side portions of said
towel on opposite sides of said opening and
stitched in stretched- condition to form adjacent
the line of fold of said towel body transversely-
extending folds merging with the folds of the
neck portion of said garment,

2. An elongated garment formed of absorbent
material having ends and sides and a head open-
ing formed centrally thereof, elastic material
spaced inwardly froin the edge of said. opening
and secured to the garment under stretched
condition to form & neck and a fluted ruff above
the neck, and longitudinally-extending elastic
members at a spaced distance inwardly from
said garment sides ori opposite sides of said open-
ing and secured to said garment in stretched con-
dition to form border ruffs and plaits extending
from said border ruffs towards said fluted neck.

3. The structure of claim 2, in which one end
of the garment is contracted by means of an
elastic member and-is provided with means for
securing it to the other end portion of the gar-
ment.
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