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4 Claims, (Cl. 229-14) 
My invention relates to talcum, toilet, bath or 

face powder containers, and more particularly 
to boxes for holding face powder. 
In general face powder is sold in boxes, which 

are of round, square or of irregularly shaped 
CrOSS-Section. The cover in the form of a flat 
cylinder, or other cross-section with an open bot 
tom, fits Snugly over the box proper which is 
also in the form of a cylinder, the height of 
which is generally less than the diameter or 
has a cross-section identical with that of the 
bOX. 
While many boxes are made in the telescoping 

form, the container may also be made with a 
hinged COver. In a Square, rectangular or oval 
box or one of irregular cross-section the cover 
may be attached to the box proper by means of 
a hinge which connects one flat side of the 
box, or a flat portion of the side of the box to 
the cover, which is flat, and somewhat greater 
in size and identical in contour than that of 
the box opening. Generally a narrow border is 
provided on the cover, around the top of the 
box, to aSSure a Seal between the box and cover 
When the cover is closed. At the side opposite 
the hinge, a latch, lock or clasp is provided and 
attached to the body of the box to keep the cover 
tightly closed, particularly when the box is moved 
to a position off its base. 

Frequently a pivoted portion is provided in 
side the cover, to fit an opening of equal size and 
cross-section in the interior of the top of the 
box, thus helping to maintain the necessary seal. 
When the telescoping type of box is shipped 

from the powder factory a piece of smooth paper 
is generally furnished, attached to the sides of 
the box at the inside. This sheet fits over the 
open top, covering the powder to prevent the 
powder from Spilling, while the box is in transit. 
A retainer may also be provided inside the box 
to Support the paper Seal in position. 
This paper seal must be cut off or torn open 

to render the powder available for use when the 
box is opened. 

After the paper seal is removed, the loose 
powder eones in contact with the cover of the 
box, and slides into the space between the cover 
and the top of the sides of the box particularly 
if the box is vibrated or tipped, as in a hand 
bag or Suitcase. 
When the cover is lifted the loose particles of 

powder, adhering to the space between the cover 
and the upper sides of the box spills over the out 
side of the box, and onto the table, floor or what 
ever surface the box is resting on, or over which 
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it is held. This causes the loss of a substantial 
amount of powder, is unsightly on furniture and 
floors and also tends to Soil the clothing of the 
user of the powder. 
An object of my invention is to provide a cover 

or insert in the cover of the box of the telescop 
ing type to prevent the powder from spilling over 
when the box is opened. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

an effective Seal between the top of the box and 
the interior of the cover to prevent the powder 
from spilling over the sides of the box, without 
the necessity of making the fit between the cover 
and the box so tight as to render it difficult to 
open the box, without distorting it. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

a positive seal, between the top of the box and 
the inner surface of the cover, to avoid the 
possibility of the powder being deposited in the 
space between the top of the box and the cover 
When the box is tilted or Vibrated. 
The various features of the invention, are 

illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which, - 

Fig. 1 represents a modified perspective view 
of a telescoping type of cylindrical powder box, 
with the cover in position, 

Fig. 2 represents a vertical section thru, the box 
of Fig. 1, with the cover closed, showing a resilient 
pad, attached to the cover with its outer rim 
pressed against the top of the outer cylindrical 
portion of the box proper. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section similar to Fig. 2, 
showing the box with the cover raised to show 
the resilient pad and the powder in their free 
position. 

Fig. 4 represents a section similar to Fig. 2, of 
the same type of box and cover construction, in 
which a cylindrical resilient ring is inserted in 
side the cylindrical portion of the box, and a re 
taining ring, inside the resilient ring, added to 
keep the resilient ring in position. 

Fig. 5 is a vertical section taken on the center 
line of the box and cover, showing the resilient 
pad, in place on the inside of the cover, and the 
rubber Sealing ring and the retaining ring in 
position in the body of the box. 

Fig. 6 represents a section similar to that 
shown in Fig. 4, in which a resilient pad, the 
bottom of which is flat, is used. A resilient ring, . 
similar to that shown in Fig. 4, is used. 

Fig. 7 is a section thru the box shown in Fig. 
6, with the cover raised to show the flat pad, and 
the resilient ring in their free position. 

In the telescoping type of boxes, there is gene 
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erally a short distance between the top of the box 
proper, and the under surface of the cover. 
When the box is tilted, tipped or vibrated, Some 
of the powder is deposited around the rim, 
formed between the top of the box cylinder and 
the under surface of the cover. 
When the cover is removed, the powder de 

posited at the edge of the box, falls down. Over 
the outside of the box, and is distributed over the 
floor, or any other surface on which the box 
rests or over which it is held. This is not only 
extremely wasteful of powder but necessitates 
the removal of the powder from rugs, clothes, 
and furniture. 

In the box of my invention, a pad made of a 
resilient, absorbent material Such as Sponge rub 
ber is inserted in the top of the cover and may 
be attached to the inner Surface of the cover Or 
held in place by the pressure of the edge of the 
pad against the inner surface of the Sides of the 
cover. The circumference or perimeter of the 
pad is equal to or slightly larger in size than the 
interior of the cover in order to provide a Snug 
fit against the inner edge of the cover. The top 
surface of the pad may be either flat, conveX or 
concave, depending upon the contour of the top 
of the cover. The lower surface of the pad may 
be either fiat or COn Vex. 
The pad, while generally made of a resilient 

material such as Sponge rubber, should be made 
of a material which has strong adhesive proper 
ties, so that any powder particles which are dis 
lodged or detached from the top of the powder, 
When the cover is removed Will adhere to the 
under surface of the pad, and thus be prevented 
from spilling over the sides of the box. 
In a further modification of my invention a 

circular ring, made of sponge rubber, or a similar 
resilient or absorbent material is inserted inside 
the cylindrical portion of the box proper. A re 
taining ring made of cardboard, or a plastic Sheet 
material, may be inserted at the inner diameter 
of the rubber ring which is thus pressed tightly 
against the cylindrical portion of the box. The 
resilient ring may also be attached to the inner 
sides of the box, or made of a resilient material 
and fitted tightly against the inner sides of the 
box, so that the ring is kept in place by the 
pressure of the ring against the Sides of the box. 
The rubber ring may project slightly above the 

top of the box cylinder and the retaining ring, 
where a retaining ring is used, to enable the re 
silient ring to press tightly against the resilient 
pad attached to the top of the cover. 

It Will be understood that the foregoing gen 
eral description, and the following detailed de 
scription as well, are intended as explanatory of 
my invention and not restrictive thereof. 
In the drawings, the same reference numerals 

represent the same parts, thruout the various 
Views. 

Referring now, in detail to the various draw 
ings and particular to Figs. 1 and 2, the cylindri 
cal box , consists of an open cylinder 2, made of 
cardboard or a similar material, and a base 3, 
which is attached to the bottom of the cylinder, 
or made integral therewith. 
The cover 5, consists of a cylindrical body por 

tion 6, open at the bottom, and a top , which is 
attached to the top of the cover cylinder, or 
formed integral therewith. 
The diameter of the cover cylinder is made 

slightly larger than that of the body cylinder to 
enable it to fit over the body cylinder, with a 
minimum of clearance. The use of the pad per 
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4. 
mits a somewhat looser fit than is ordinarily 
necessary, thus minimizing distortion of the box 
and cover, when the cover is removed. 
A resilient pad 8, made of Sponge rubber or a 

similar resilient, or absorbent material is at 
tached to the under Surface of the cover and 
accurately fitted to the interior of the cylindrical 
portion of the COWer. 
The upper Surface 9, of the pad 8, is either flat, 

in the case of a box with a flat top, or may be 
concave or convex, depending upon the shape of 
the top of the box cover. It is fitted and attached 
to the under Surface 0, of the cover by means of 
glue, cement or other suitable binding material, 
or it may be made slightly larger than the inner 
diameter of the cover So that the Outer edge of 
the pad is pressed against the cylindrical portion 
of the cover, and held in place without other 
means of attachment. 
The central section of the under surface of 

the pad may be in the form of a segment of a 
sphere, as indicated in Fig. 2, with a narrow thin 
rim 5, parallel to the top of the pad, provided 
around the outer circumference of the pad, to 
engage the top of the body cylinder 2, thus Seal 
ing it, and preventing the powder from spilling 
over the top of the body cylinder, when the box 
is tilted or Vibrated. 
The spherical lower surface of the pad, also 

engages the top of the powder 6, in the box. When 
the box is filled to a level equal to or higher than 
that of the bottom of the pad, thus smoothing 
the upper surface of the powder, and preventing 
the powder from Spilling out When the cover is 
removed. 
In another modification of my invention as in 

dicated in Figs. 4 and 5, the box f, and the cover 
5, are essentially the same as those previously 
described. A thin cylindrical ring 2, made of 
sponge rubber, or a similar resilient or absorbent 
material is mounted inside the body cylinder 2, 
with a retaining ring 22, made of cardboard or a 
similar sheet material mounted inside the rub 
ber ring, to press the rubber ring against the 

The retaining 
ring 22, may be made seamless or it may be 
formed from a cardboard or thin plastic sheet, 
with a joint at the edges. In either construction 
it is important that the material of the ring be 
Sufficiently stiff, to enable the ring to act as a 
retainer, and hold the rubber ring against the 
inner surface of the body cylinder. The line of 
contact between the bottom of the retainer and 
the bottom of the box must be tight enough to 
retain the powder and prevent it from seeping 
through. The ring 2 may also be made either 
in one piece or dovetailed at the joint, of a mate 
rial which is sufficiently resilient to press the out 
side diameter of the ring, against the inner wall 
of the box, Without additional support. In this 
construction, the Outside diameter of the ring 
would be made slightly larger than the inner 
diameter of the cylindrical portion 2 of the box, 
to press the ring tightly against the box cylinder. 
The height of the retaining ring from the bot 

tom of the box, could be substantially equal to 
the height of the body cylinder 2, although it 
may be made somewhat lower than the top sur 
face 25, of the body cylinder to provide room for 
the pad 26. The top of the rubber ring 2, may 
project slightly above the top 25, of the body 
cylinder, and the top of the retaining ring 22, 
Where a retaining ring is used, in order to permit 
the rubber ring 2, to be compressed when it en 
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gages the outer rim of the under surface of the 
pad 26, - - - - - - w 

A resilient pad 26, similar to pad 8, is mounted 
below the under surface of the box cover. The 
upper surface 28 of the pad is attached to the 
under surface 0, of the cover. The pad may 
however be made slightly larger than the inner 
diameter of the cover to press the rim of the pad 
against the inner diameter of the cover cylinder. 
The central section of the under surface 29, of 
the pad may be made in the form of a segment 
of a sphere or any smooth curve of revolution, 
in order to smooth the top of the powder. The 
pad may also be made flat, convex, or even slight 
ly concave. 
For a distance, substantially equal to the thick 

ness of the rubber ring plus the retaining ring, 
the under surface of the pad, around the Outer 
circumference at 30, may be left Substantially 
flat, and slightly thinner than the rest of the pad. 
The outer edge may however follow the contour 
of the bottom of the pad, and be pressed into 
position by engagement with the cylindrical re 
silient ring. A fillet 31, is provided to form a 
smooth juncture between the bottom of the rim 
32 and the curved under surface 29 of the pad. 
This flat portion 32, provides a gasket Surface 

between the pad and the top 27, of the rubber 
ring as well as the top of the retainer ring and 
the box cylinder to prevent the powder from being 
deposited at the top of the box, between the 
under surface of the cover and the rings. 
In another modification of this construction 

shown in Figs. 6 and 7, the lower surface 35, of 
the pad 36 may be flat, thus permitting more 
powder to be placed in the box. 
A cylindrical ring 37 made of a resilient mai 

terial similar to that shown in Fig. 4, is also 
provided. 
The outside diameter of the ring 3 shown in 

Fig. 6, is made slightly larger, than the inner di 
ameter of the box. This fit coupled with the 
resiliency of the material of the ring holds the 
ring in place against the inner surface of the 
sides of the box, without the necessity of a re 
taining ring. 
The box and cover 5, shown in Figs. 6 and 

are in all other respects identical with those 
shown in Figs. 4 and 5. 
While the above description is confined to tele 

scoping type of boxes of round cross-section, my 
invention can be applied with equal facility to 
telescoping boxes of oval, square or irregular 
cross-section or to boxes with hinged covers of 
various types. 
The hinged type of cover may be used with a 

box of square, rectangular, oval or irregular croSS 
section. A cover, which is comparatively flat is 
attached by means of a paper, or other type of 
hinge to one side of the box. 
Generally in boxes with covers of the hinged 

type a flat rim is furnished, at the top of the box 
body to act as a seat for the cover. In this type 
of construction a resilient or absorbent pad the 
upper surface of which is of the same size and 
contour as the cover, may be attached to the 
cover, by any Suitable means. 
The lower surface of the pad may be either 

slightly convex, or flat, depending upon the 
amount of compression desired. When the cover 
is closed, a lock or latch of some type is provided 
at the side of the box body, opposite the hinge to 
keep the cover tightly closed against the body. 

In this manner the pad or gasket is pressed 
tightly against the flat portion of the top of the 
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box, and acts as a seal to prevent the powder from 
accumulating between the under surface of the 
cover and the top of the box and later spilling 
Over when the Cover is raised. 
In some types of hinged boxes a shallow pilot 

of circular or oval cross-section is provided to fit 
an opening of slightly larger cross-section at the 
top of the box. When such a pilot is provided in 
the cover, a flat gasket, the outer perimeter of 
which is cut to fit the outside of the cover, and 
the inside cut out to fit the pilot, may be used in 
place of the pad, above described." ', ". . . . . . . . . 

The lower Surface of the gasket engages the flat 
Surface at the top of the box opening, thus pre 
Venting the powder from accumulating on this 
Surface, When the box is tilted, or shaken. 
Having thus described several embodiments of 

my invention, I do not Wish to be limited thereby. 
What I claim is: 

1. A powder container comprising a box, of 
circular cross-section, a cover telescoping over 
the top of said box, the fit being loose enough to 
permit removal of the cover without distorting 
the box, a resilient pad mounted on the under 
Surface of Said cover, the central portion of the 
bottom of Said pad being in the form of a convex 
curve of revolution, a Sponge rubber lining on 
the interior walls of said box, and a tubular re 
tainer Supporting the inner Surface of the sponge 
rubber lining, said lining engaging the bottom of 
the rim of Said pad when said cover is closed. 

2. A powder container comprising a box of cir 
cular cross-section having substantially vertical 
Sides and a bottom attached thereto, a cover for 
Said box having a closed top and substantially 
vertical sides telescoping over said box sides, a 
resilient pad mounted in the interior of said 
cover, the central portion of the bottom of the 
pad being in the form of a convex curve of revo 
lution, with a flat rim Surrounding the central 
portion, a resilient ring removably fitted against 
the inner Surface of the vertical sides of said box, 
and a tubular retainer Supporting the inner Sur 
face of the resilient ring, the flat outer rim 
around the bottom Surface of Said pad engaging 
the top of Said resilient ring, thereby compressing 
the resilient ring to Seal the box when said box 
is closed. 

3. A powder container comprising a cylindrical 
box open at the top, a cylindrical cover open at 
the botton thereof, said cover telescoping the 
Sides of Said box, a sponge rubber pad attached 
to the top of said cover at the interior thereof, 
the central portion of the bottom of the pad being 
of convex spherical segmental contour, with a 
flat rim Surrounding the central portion, a sponge 
rubber ring removably mounted on the inside of 
Said box adjacent the sides thereof, and a retain 
ing ring mounted inside said rubber ring, the fiat 
outer rim of Said pad engaging the top of the 
Sponge rubber ring, thereby compressing the rub 
berring to Seal said box, when Said cover is closed. 

4. In a powder container, a box of circular 
cross-section, open at the top, a cover, telescoping 
Over the top of said box, an absorbent pad at 
tached on the lower surface of Said cover, the 
central portion of the bottom of the pad being in 
the form of a convex curve of revolution, with a 
flat rim Surrounding the central portion, and a 
resilient lining removably mounted adjacent the 
inner walls of said box, and a tubular retainer 
extending over the entire height of the box, Sup 
porting the inner surface of the resilient liner, 
Said lining engaging the flat Outer rim around 
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the under surface of said pad to seal said box, 
When said cover is closed. 

MARCA. C. HAMBLET. 
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