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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Paur B. BurLErcH,

“a citizen of the United States, residing at

Omaha, in the county of Douglas and State
of Nebraska, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Toothbrushes, of
which the following is a specification, ret-
erence being had to the ¢ accompanying draw-
ings.

This invention relates to certain improve-

of the invention to provide a novel and im-
proved device of this general character
wherein the brush head is ﬁe‘ﬂble, so that the
cleansing operation may be materially fa-
cilitated.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of improved means, for connect-
ing the handle, and the brush end of the
tooth brush. In carrying out this object it

is the aim to provide a tubular thimble, hav-

ing means between the ends of the thimble,
for separating the handle from the body of
the brush head.

A further object of the invention is 10.

provide stiffening means, consisting of :
metal member or 1od p1efemblv steel em-
bedded in the brush head. One end of this
member or rod is cylindrical, and extends to
the rear end of the brush head, and in close
position to the separating means between the
brush head and the handle, and also within
the thimble. This construction insures the
strength and rigidity. at the point where
the brush head and the thimble are tele-
scopically united. At a point a short dis-
tance beyond the thimble the metallic rod
or member gradually tapers,; which allows
the greater end portion of the rubber brush
head to resiliently yvield, and vet at the same
time insure sufficient rigidity, to cause the
bristles of the brush to bear firmly upon the
teeth while the brush is in use. The re-
siliency of the greater end portion of the
brush head, allows the greater portion to be
curved or disposed, in order to separate the
bristles of the brush, to facilitate cleaning.

The invention consists in the details of
construction and in the combination and ar:
rangement of the several parts of my im-
proved tooth brush whereby certain im-
portant advantages are attained and the de-
vice rendered simpler, less expensive and
otherwise more convenient and advantageous
for use, as will be hereinafter more fully
set forth.

The novel features of mV mnv entlon will ‘

hereinafter be definitely claimed.
In order that my invention may be the
better understood, I will now proceed to de-
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seribe the same with reference to the accom-.

panying drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a view in sidé elevation of a

tooth brush constructed in accordance with
an embodiment of my invention, the second
position of the head or back being indicated
by dotted lines; and

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fnmnentau view
pdltl\ in elevation and paltly in'section of
my improved brush as herein embodied.

As disclosed in the accompanying draw-
ings. 1 denotes a brush head or back formed
of rubber or other similar flexible or resilient
material, and which has set or otherwise at-
tached thereto the bristles 2,
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3 denotes a thimble or ferrule provided .

at its opposite ends with the sockets 4 and
5. An end portion of the head or back 1
ig fitted within the forward socket 3, while
the second or opposite socket 4 is adapted
to receive an end portion of the handle 6.
Extending longitudinally of the head or
back 1 and embedded therein is an elon-

‘gated resilient reinforcing rod 7 preferably

formed of steel, and which is tapered toward
its outer end whereby the head or back 1 is
given sufficient strength, and which serves to
constantly urge the head or back 1 in one
direction or in a direction toward the work
when the brush is in use,

From the foregoing deseription, it is
thought to be obvious that a tooth brush con-
structed in accordance with my invention is
particularly well adapted for use by reason
of the convenience and facility with which
it may be assembled and operated, and it
will also be obvious that my invention is

susceptible of some change and modifica-

tion without departing from the principles
and spirit thereof, and for this reason I do
not wish to be understood as limiting my-
self to the precise arrangement and forma-
tion of the several parts herein shown in
carrying out my invention in practice ex-
cept as hereinafter claimed.

I claim:

1. The combination with a pliable tooth
brush head. provided with brush bristles and
having a portion extending at an obtuse an-
gle to the rear portion of the head, of re-
silient means embedded in the head and cor-
responding in shape thereto and tapering
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correspondingly with the portion that ex-
tends at an obtuse angle, thereby affording
resiliency for said portion, whereby said
portion may yield when urging the bristles
toward their work, a handle for the head,
and- means for uniting the head and the
handle, said means being so positioned with
relation to the rear portion of the embedded
means, as to insure strength and rigidity
at the point of connection of the uniting
means and the head.

2. The combination with a pliable tooth
brush head, provided with brush bristles and
having a portion extending at an obtuse an-
gle to the rear portion of the head, of re-
silient means embedded in the head and cor-
responding in shape thereto and tapering
correspondingly with the portion that ex-
tends at an obtuse angle, thereby affording
resiliency for said portion, whereby said
portion may yield, when urging the bristles

' to(gard their work, a handle for the head,

‘and a thimble into the opposite end of which
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the handle and the head are respectively
telescopically inserted, thereby. uniting the
handle and the head, one end of the thim-
ble being so positioned with relation to the
embedded means, as-to insure strength and
rigidity at the point of connection of th

head with the thimble. )

25

30

8. The combination with a pliable tooth
brush head, provided with a tapering part

extending at an obtuse angle to the rear part
of the head, of a member embedded in the
head and having a tapering portion which
likewise extends at an obtuse angle to the
rear part of the member, said tapering
portion of the member acting to insure re-
siliency for the pliable head to assist in
holding the bristles against the teeth.’
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature in the presence of two witnesses. .

PAUL B. BURLEIGH.
Witnesses :
Crirrorp N. ForBEs,
Jacor GEHRIG.
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