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MOUNTING MEANS FOR ELECTRIC LAMPS 

Harry A. Douglas, Bronson, Mich, assignor to 
Kingston Products Corporation, a corporation 
of Indiana, 

Application January 18, 1934, Serial No. 70,135 
Claims. 

This invention relates to mounting means 
adapted particularly for incandescent electric 
lamps, 
The invention is of particular utility when 

employed in conjunction with dash lamps for 
automotive vehicles and the like, and, among 
other objects, aims to provide an improved and 
economical mounting which combines, in a one 
piece structure, both a retaining means for the 
lamp Socket and a cowl for the lamp whereby the 
light thereof is suitably directed, as through the 
instrument board when employed as a tell-tale 
light indicator. 
Other objects and advantages will be apparent 

from the following description, taken together 
With the accompanying drawing, showing illus 
trative embodiments of my invention in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation parts being shown 
in Section, showing one embodiment of my in 
vention; 
Figure 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of 

parts included in Figure 1 and being a section 
taken on the line 2-2 of Figure 1: 

Figure 3 is a sectional view of the structure of 
Figure 1 taken on the line 3-3, Figure 1. 
While not necessary to this invention, it is 

preferable to construct the housing for receiv 
ing the lamp and lamp socket as taught in this 
applicant's prior copending application, Serial 
No. 644,282, filed November 25, 1932, which is 
Sued October 30, 1934, as Patent 1978,934, but 
other types of housing construction may be used 
yout departing from the scope of the inven 
10. 

In the embodiment of this invention illus 
trated, the housing is preferably struck from 
a rectangular blank of somewhat resilient sheet 
metal, such as brass, and bent longitudinally to 
Substantially cylindrical form with the trans 
Verse edges 2 brought together to form a split 
Spring. The blank is attached by an integral 
neck 3 to a substantially circular extension 4 
thereof which is bent about the neck portion 3 
to cover one open end of the housing . The 
end closure 4 is formed with a circular opening 
5 concentric with the axis of the casing with the 
metal thereabout continued inwardly to form an 
annular flange 6 the interior of which is screw 
threaded for a purpose hereinafter described. 
It is also preferable in forming the blank to 
strike out tongues 8 on the end opposite the cir 
cular extension 4 which may be slightly con 
tracted when the blank is bent to form the hous 
ing to enhance the function of the housing in 
resiliently retaining the Socket 9 Which is re 

(C. 240-8.1.6) 
ceived therein together with a commercial in 
candescent lamp Omounted in the Socket. The 
housing may be provided with an indentation 
to limit the insertion of the Socket therein. The 
Socket 9 may also carry the usual current Con 
ductor 2 shown in Figures 1 and 2 which may 
be spring pressed into engagement with the con 
tact of the lamp of the single pole type in the 
customary manner in this type of lamps. 
As shown in Figure 2, a cylindrical block or 

disc 3 of transparent or translucent material 
having an outstanding flange f4, is arranged aX 
ially within the threaded fange 6 of the casing 
closure 4 with the upper surface of the block 
flange 4 in engagement with the end of the 
casing closure flange 6. The block 3 is of less 
diameter than that of the opening 5 of the cas 
ing closure to Space the circumference of the 
block a distance from the Screw-threaded inner 
surface 7 of the flange 6 and is preferably of such 
thickness as to extend beyond the Outer Surface 
of the casing closure 4 and terminate in an end 
f5 of spherical formation. The block 3 is pref 
erably held in engagement with the casing clo 
Sure flange 6 by an annular positioning member 
6 of slightly less diameter than that of the cas 

ing to be readily received therein and with a 
central opening of approximately the same di 
ameter as that of the casing closure fange 6. 
The positioning member 6 is preferably held in 
position by a resilient split ring engaging the 
member and interior of the casing, which in turn 
may be held in position by indentations 8 formed 
in the adjacent walls of the casing . If desir 
able a disc 9 of transparent or translucent ma 
terial Of the same diameter as the positioning 
member 6 may be interposed between the said 
member and the block 3, as shown in Figure 2. 
When it is desired to attach the housing to 

be positioned at the rear of an instrument board 
of an automotive vehicle with the disc 3 visible 
to the driver when the lamp D is energized to 
act as a telltale light to indicate for example 
that the tail light is energized, that the lubri 
Cating oil for the motor is properly circulating, 
that the heater notor is operating Or like pur 
poses, an opening 20 is provided in the instru 
ment board 2 through Which the disc or block 
f3 may be visible to the driver. A shouldered. 
exteriorly screw-threaded sleeve 22 is passed 
through said opening with the shoulder 23 there 
of in engagement With the surface of the instru 
ment board and the threaded portion thereof 
adapted to mate with the threads of the casing 
closure flange 6 and having a bore of Sufficient 
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diameter to receive the disc or block 3 whereby 
the threading of the casing upon the sleeve On 
the side of the instrument board opposite the 
sleeve flange 23 readily secures the Casing Or 
housing in place. It is also preferable to pro 
vide a lock washer 24 upon the sleeve 22 between 
the rear of the instrument board 2 and the 
housing closure 4 to hold the housing Securely in 
place. 
What I claim is: 
1. A telltale lamp and means for mounting the 

same upon the instrument board of an automo 
tive vehicle to be visible to the driver When the 
lamp is energized including a cylindrical hous 
ing having an end closure and means for re 
ceiving and mounting a lamp at the Open end, Said 
end closure having a central circular opening and 
a threaded annular flange margining said Open 
ing extending into said housing, a transparent 
flanged disc mounted within the housing With the 
flange thereof in engagement with the inturned 
fange of the end closure and the body thereof 
extending through and beyond the end closure, a 
member in engagement with the housing and in 
ner Side of the disc to Secure the disc in posi 
tion, in combination with a shouldered thread 
ed sleeve adapted to paSS through and engage its 
shoulder With the instrument board and its 
threaded portion threaded upon the inturned end 
closure flange to draw the housing against the 
instrument board with the body of the trans 
parent disc received within the shouldered sleeve 
to be visible from the exterior of the Said board 
without projecting therebeyond. 

2. A telltale lamp including a cylindrical hous 
ing having an end closure and means for receiv 
ing and mounting a lamp at the open end, said 
end closure having a central circular opening and 
a threaded annular flange margining said open 
ing extending into said housing, a transparent 
flanged disc mounted within the housing with the 
flange thereof in engagement with the inturned 
fange of the end closure and the body thereof 
extending through and beyond the end closure, 
a member in engagement With the housing and 
inner side of the disc to secure the disc in posi 
tion, and means Surrounding the body of the 
disc in threaded engagement with the inturned 
closure flange to secure the housing upon a Sup 

50 port and out of engagement with the disc. 
3. Means for mounting an electric lamp on 

a panel, comprising: receiving means for receiv 
ing and holding the Socket of the lamp and form 
ing a hood for the lamp; Said receiving means 

55 having a re-entrant portion forming a tubular 
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member terminating interiorly of the receiving 
means; a light transmitting portion, Supported 
against the inside edge of said tubular member; 
and means for Securing said receiving means to 
the panel. 

4. Means for mounting an electric lamp on a 
panel, comprising: receiving means for receiv 
ing and holding the socket of the lamp and form 
ing a hood for the lamp; Said receiving means 
having a re-entrant portion forming a tubular 
member; a light transmitting portion, Supported 
against an inside edge of said tubular member, 
Said light transmitting member extending 
through said tubular member in spaced relation 
thereWith; and means for securing said receiv 
ing means to the panel, said means extending 
through the space between said light transmitting 
member and Said tubular member, and engaging 
a surface of said tubular member. 

5. Means for mounting an electric lamp on a 

2,092,371 
panel, comprising: receiving means for receiving 
and holding the socket of the lamp and forming 
a hood for the lamp; said receiving means having 
a re-entrant portion forming a tubular member 
terminating interiorly of the receiving means; 
a light transmitting portion, supported against an 
inside edge of said tubular member, and eXtend 
ing outwardly through said tubular member be 
yond the outlines of said receiving means; and 
means for securing said receiving means to the 
panel. 

6. Means for mounting an electric lamp On a 
panel, comprising: receiving means for receiv 
ing and holding the socket of the lamp and form 
ing a hood for the lamp, said receiving means 
having a re-entrant portion forming a tubular 
member terminating interiorly of the receiving 
means; a light transmitting portion, Supported 
againstan inside edge of Said tubular member, and 
extending outwardly through said tubular mem 
ber beyond the outlines of said receiving means; 
and means for Securing said receiving means to 
the panel so that the outer end of said light 
transmitting material is in proximity to the panel. 

7. A telltale lamp, and means for mounting 
the same upon the instrument board of an auto 
motive vehicle, including a housing; apertured 
means paSSing through the instrument board 
and engaging One end of the housing to hold 
the housing to the instrument board; a lamp 
mounted within the housing at its other end and 
Visible through the aperture in Said engaging 
means; and a light transmitting member, Secured 
within said housing, and disposed between the 
lamp and the engaging means. 

8. A telltale lamp, and means for mounting 
the same upon the instrument board of an auto 
motive vehicle, including a housing; apertured 
means passing through the instrument board 
and engaging one end of the housing to hold the 
housing to the instrument board; a lamp mount 
ed within the housing at its other end and visible 
through the aperture in said engaging means; 
a light transmitting member disposed between 
the lamp and the engaging means; and means, 
independent of Said engaging means, for holding 
said light transmitting member in Operative po 
Sition With respect to said housing. 

9. A telltale lamp, and means for mounting the 
Sane upon a panel, including a housing having 
a reentrant apertured portion, apertured engag 
ing means abutting one Surface of the panel, and 
having a part passing through the panel, Said 
part and the adjacent Surface of Said reentrant 
aperture portion having interengaging means 
Operable to hold said housing to Said panel, a 
lamp mounted Within the housing and visible 
through the aperture in said engaging means, 
and a light transmitting member disposed be 
tWeen the lamp and the engaging means, Said 
light transmitting member having a part sup 
ported against the inside edge of Said reentrant 
portion. 

10. Means for mounting an electric lighting 
device on an apertured panel, comprising: a 
housing, having means for receiving the socket 
for the lamp, and also having an aperture; a 
light transmitting member having a portion ex 
tending through Said housing aperture in spaced 
relation. With respect to the margin of said hous 
ing aperture; and Securing means, provided with 
an aperture so that said light transmitting por 
tion is Visible, Said Securing means having a part 
engaging One Side of the panel, and a part ex 
tending through the panel aperture and disposed 
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in the space between the light transmitting mem 
ber portion and the margin of said housing aper 
ture, said latter part and the margin of Said 
housing aperture having cooperating means to 
effect holding of said housing to the other side of 
the panel. 

11. Means for mounting an electric lighting 
device on an apertured panel, comprising: a 
housing, having means for receiving the Socket 
for the lamp, and also having an apertured re 
entrant portion; a light transmitting member 
having a portion Supported against the inner 
edge of said reentrant portion, and also having 

3 
a portion extending through said housing aper 
ture in Spaced relation. With respect to the margin 
of said reentrant portion; and tubular securing 
means having a part engaging the panel, and 
a part extending through the panel aperture and 5 
disposed in the Space between the light trans 
mitting member portion and the margin of said 
reentrant portion, said latter part and the mar 
gin of said reentrant portion having cooperating 
means to effect holding of said housing to the lo 
other side of the panel. 

HARRY A. DOUGLAS. 


