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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. I I Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

□ Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

X I Claims Nos.: 6-23, 27-33, 37-38, 42-46, 50-56, 63-87, 91-94, 98-103, 107-1 16, 120-131
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Ill Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not s o linked a s to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Groups I: Claims 1-5, 24-26, 34-36, 57-62, 88-90, 132-136, barbed medical implants
Group II: Claims 39-41, 117-1 19 methods of performing tissue tensioning
Group III: Claims 47-49 kits of medical implant variations
Group IV: Claims 95-97, 104-106 delivery devices

The inventions listed a s Groups l-IV do not relate to a single inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because under PCT Rule 13.2 they
lack the same or orre u Ji y lcdinical featurca for tho following reasons:

see extra sheet

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

□ As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4 . No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-5, 24-26, 34-36, 57-62, 88-90, 132-136

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the

□ payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest

□ fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of BOX III: Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Groups I: Claims 1-5. 24-26. 34-36, 57-62, 88-90, 132-136, barbed medical implants
Group II: Claims 39-41, 117-1 19 methods of performing tissue tensioning
Group III: Claims 47-49 kits of medical implant variations
Group IV: Claims 95-97, 104-106 delivery devices

The inventions listed as Groups l-IV do not relate to a single inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because under PCT Rule 13.2 they
lack the same or corresponding technical features for the following reasons:

Special Technical Features
Group IV includes the special technical feature of a delivery device having a curved body and a convex side, an elongated indentation,
receiving member, not required in any other group
Group III includes the special technical features of a second wherein the first implant and the second implant differ in at least one of: (i)
the size barbs (iii) the length (iv) the presence or absence of a distal anchor; (vi) the presence or absence of a proximal anchor; (vii) the
presence or absence of a treble hook anchor; (viii) the curvature of barbs, not required in any other group
Group II includes the special technical features of method steps including particular use steps (claim 39) attaching a needle attachment
member, inserting at least the tip of the needle into the patient's tissue in a first direction while the patient's tissue is in an initial position;
removing the needle from the patient's tissue; pulling the suspension implant in a second direction, not required by any other group.
Group I includes the special techincal features of a plurality of first barbs located on the body proximal to the distal end, the plurality of
first barbs pointed towards the proximal end of the body; and a plurality of second barbs located on the body between the plurality of first
barbs and the proximal end, the plurality of second barbs pointed towards the distal end of the body, not require by group IV.

Common Technical Features (Fail to Unify Inventions)
Group IV shares with groups l-lll, generally, a surgical implant including an elongated body with a plurality of barbs and a distal end
including a needle attachment member. However, said features are known in the art to US 2009/0210006 A 1 to Cohen et al.
(hereinafter: Cohen). Cohen describes a surgical implant including an elongated body with a plurality of barbs (para[0024]-[0025); FIGS.
1-2, 8) and a distal end including a needle attachment member (para[0079J: also loop, para[0024], see 410, FIG. 8; para[0037]).

Group l-lll are related to an apparatus (Group ) method(s) of using the apparatus (Group II) and kits with said apparatus (Group III).
These groups therefore share the technical features of the apparatus of claims 1 and 58, however, these shared technical features fail to
provide a contribution over the prior art of Cohen. Cohen discloses a surgical implant (Abstract) comprising: a body having a distal end
and a proximal end (para[0024]-[0025]; e.g. 200, FIG. 2); a needle attachment member located at the distal end of the body (para[0079];
also loop, para[0024], note needle attachment comprises intended use the loop is capable of; e.g. see 410, FIG. 8; para[0037]); a
plurality of first barbs located on the body proximal to the distal end, the plurality of first barbs pointed towards the proximal end of the
body (FIG .2; para[0024]); and a plurality of second barbs located on the body between the plurality of first barbs and the proximal end,
the plurality of second barbs pointed towards the distal end of the body (FIG. 2; para[0024]). Cohen also discloses a surgical implant
(Abstract) comprising: an elongated body having a distal end and a proximal end (para[0024]-[0025]; e.g. 200, FIG. 2); a needle
attachment member located at the distal end of the body (para[0079]); a proximal loop located at the proximal end of the body (loop,
para[0024]; see 410, FIG. 8, para[0037]); a plurality of first barbs located on the body proximal to the distal end, the plurality of first barbs
pointed towards the proximal end of the body (FIG. 2; para[0024]); and a plurality of second barbs located on the body proximal to the
proximal end, the plurality of second barbs pointed towards the distal end of the body (FIG. 2; para[0024]).

Accordingly, Groups l-IV lack unity under PCT Rule 13.

Note: Claims 6-23, 27-33, 37-38, 42-46, 50-56, 63-87, 91-94, 98-103, 107-1 16, 120-131 are unsearchable because they are dependent
claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)


	abstract
	wo-search-report

