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This invention relates to-safety devices for fire 
ans, and the primary object of the invention is 
to provide such a device which is quick-acting, 
efficient, and convenient to operate. 
Another important object of the present in 

vention is to provide a safety device of the above 
kind which is comparatively simple and durable 
in construction and capable of being readily ap 
plied to existing firearms, with slight modification 
of the latter. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a safety device of the above kind that includes 
an operating lever arranged and mounted so 
that it may be conveniently actuated by Ise of 
the thumb, of the hand, used to operate the trig 
ger of the firearn and Wherein for Ward preSSUre 
on the lever effects release of the safety device. 
With the above and other objects in WieW, the 

present invention consists in the novel form, com 
bination and arrangement of parts hereinafter 
more fully described, shown in the accompanying 
drawings and claimed. 
In the drawings, wherein like reference char 

acters indicate corresponding parts throughout 
the Several views: 

; Figure.1 is a fragmentary side elevational View 
of...a, shotgun equipped with a safety device emi 
bodying the present irVention, the Shotgun being 
partly broken away and in Section. 

tre 1, the parts being in Safety position as in 
Figure 1. 
(Figure 3 is: a view.similar to Figure 2, with the 

parts in released or firing position. - 
; Figure 4 is: an enlarged elevational view of the 

trensverse: assembly bolt of the firearm which is 
modified to receive parts of the present invention, 
Figure 5 is an end elevational view looking to 

ward the right of Figure: 4. 
..Figure 6 is an inner: elevational view of the 

operating lever. 
Figure 7 is an enlarged side elevational view 

of the latching plunger of the safety device. 
Figure 8 is an enlarged side elevational view 

of the locking bolt controlled by the latching 
plunger. W 

Refering in detail to the drawings, the pres 
ent invention has been shown, merely by Way of 
example, as applied to a shotgun having a breech 
housing 25 carrying a stock 6 and provided at the 
hotten with a trigger, plate 7. On the under side 
of Which is formed a guard 8 for the trigger, 9. 
Extending transversely of the lower portion of 
the breech housing .5 rear Wardly. Of...the trigger 
guard. 8 is an assembly. bolt 40: having an end 
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:Figure 2 is a section taken on line. 2-2 of Fig- 30 
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threaded, as at , to screw into one side of the 
breech.housing 5 and provided at the other end 
with a circular head 2 received in a recess 3 
provided in the opposite side of the breech 
housing 5. 
In accordance with the present invention, the 

bolt O has an axial bore forming an elongated 
socket 4, and, slidable in this socket is a latch 
bolt including a relatively large portion 5, a re 
duced portion 6 and a head T on the inner end 
of the reduced portion 6, the free end of the 
large portion 5 being tapered or pointed, as at 
8. This latchbolt is yieldingly projected beyond 
the gpen end of the socket 4 by means of a 
helical compression spring 9 disposed in the 
inner end portion of socket 4 and interposed 
between the inner wall of the latter and the 
head of the latch bolt, . A passage 20 is pro 
vided through the trigger plate Trearwardly of 
the trigger 9 and extends rearwardly and up 
wardly in line with an opening 2 provided in 
the bolt. O. Slidable in the passage 20 and open 
ing 2 is a locking bolt, 22 in the form of a straight 
rod, as shown clearly, in Figure 8. . . 
The invention further includes a lever 23, hay 

ing a pivot, opening 24 receiving a bushing pro 
vided with a head 25 pountersunk, in a recess of 
the breech housing. 5, as shown in Figure 2. This 
recess communicates. With receSS3, and the head 
25 of the bushing engages in anarcuate, recess 
26, provided in the head 2 of bolt. O SO. that the 
latter is restrained against turning, and thereby 
becoming loose. A screw.27 passes through lever 
23 and, its bushing and is threaded into the side 
of breech. housing. 5, as at 28. In this Way, the 
bushing provided with head.25 is secured in place 
and the lever, 23 is retained on this bushing for 
forward and rearward, rocking movement about 
a horizontal axis, transverse to the breech. The 
lever 23 is formed in its inner side or face with 
a recess, 29, and engaging. in this recess is the 
projecting end of a lateral pin 30 having one end 
fixed in a socket formed-in the adjacent side of 
the breech housing. 5. Ehe recess. 29 is simply 
made of circular form for convenience informing 
it, the purpose being to provide a recess, opposed 
portions of the. Wall of which coact. With the pro 
iecting end of stoppin, 30 to limit, the Swinging 
movement of lever. 23 from the dotted line to 
the full line position of Figure 1, and vice. Versa. 
Also. formed in the inner side or face of lever 23 
are two concave recesses 3 and 32 located below 
the pivot opening 24 and selectively, registerable 
with the tapered end 8 of the latch. bolt. The 
recess 3 is relatively small and shallow, While 

  



2 
the recess 32 is relatively larger and deep. Also, 
recess 3 is arranged to receive the end of the 
latch bolt when the lever 23 is swung to the 
rearward full line position of Figure 1, while 
recess 32 is arranged to receive the tapered end of 
the latch bolt when lever 23 is swung forwardly 
to the dotted line position of Figure 1. 
The arrangement is such that, when lever 23 

is swung to the full line position of Figure 1, the 
atch bolt engages recess 3 so that, the latch bolt 
is held by lever 23 in an inwardly slid position 
With the adjacent end of locking bolt 22 inning 
ing the larger portion f 5 of the latch bolt. In 
that positinn, the locking bolt 22 is slid forwardly 
to the position of Figure 1 so as to engage trigger 
9 at the back of the latter and prevent rearward 
pulling of the trigger for firing the firearm. On 
the other hand. When the lever 23 is SWUing to 
the dotted line position of Figure 1, the latch bolt 
is allowed to enter the larger recess 32 so that 
the latch bolt is slid outwardly by spring 9 until 
the reduced portion 6 of the latch bolt, coincides 
with the rear end of locking bolt 22. When this 
is done. rearward sliding movement of the locking 
bolt 22 is permitted so that the trigger 9 may be 
pulled rearwardly to fire the firearm. It is to 
be noted that, although the Jever 23 is arranged 
on the left side of the breech housing in the con 
struction shown, for use by persons who use the 
right hand to actuate the trigger, it may be 
readily mounted on the right side of the breech 
housing for use by those who se their left hand 
to actylate the trigger. It is only necessary to 
note that this change simrly involves arran RA 
ment of the screw 27 and Cin 3 on the right side 
of the breech housing and provision of the socket, 
f4 by counterboring the bolt to inwardly from 
its threaded end instead of inwardly from its 
headed end. In either case. the lever 23 is prin 
vided at its Upper end with a, thumb knob or 
thumb piece 33. adapted to be pressed for swing 
ing the lever. It is particularly noted that the 
ever 23 is so located that it may be convenienflv 
actuated by the thumb of the hand employed to 
actuate the trigger 9, by simply straightening the 
thumb and using it to press upon the knoh or 
thumb piece 33. Due to the relatively close rela 
tion of recesses 3 and 32. the device is a Tick-act 
ing, convenient to use, and easy to operate. Alsr. 
it will be seen that the device is compact. simple 
and durable, and may be readily aroplied to exist 
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ing firearms with a minimum modification of the 
same. The concave form of recesses 3 and 32 
and the rounded tapered form of the end 8 of 
the latch bolt provide a camming action thaf: 
permits intentional shifting of lever 23 in either 
direction. At the same time. the lever 23 is 
effectively held against accidental pivotal move 
ment unless forcibly or manually actuated. An 
advantage of the inventinn is that the lever 23 
is actuated by the thumb and not the trigger 
finger. Also, in order to release the safety de 
vice and condition the firearm for firing. forward 
pressure is applied to the upper end of lever 23 
in a natural manner by the thumb of the hand 
employed to actuate the trigger. 
From the foregoing description, it is believed 

that the construction and operation, as well as 
the advantages of the present invention, will be 
readily understood and appreciated by those 
skilled in the art. Minor changes in the details 
of construction illustrated and described are con 
templated, such as fall within the spirit and scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What I claim is: 
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1. In a firearm having a trigger and a breech 

housing provided with a trigger plate, a trans 
verse assembly bolt extending across the breech 
housing rearwardly of and above the trigger, said 
assembly bolt having an axial socket open at 
one end of the bolt and at One side of the breech 
housing, a latch bolt slidable in Said Socket and 
having a tapered outer end, said latch bolt fur 
ther having a relatively large portion and a 
smaller reduced portion, a spring normally act 
ing to project said latch bolt, a trigger locking 
bolt slidable through the trigger plate and having 
one end arranged behind the trigger and the other 
end registered with the latch bolt, and a lever 
pivoted on a side of the breech housing and op 
erable to retract the latch bolt in position to pre 
sent the larger portion of the latter to the adja 
cent, end of the locking bolt for holding said 
locking bolt in forwardly moved position engaged 
behind the trigger to prevent pulling of the lat 
ter, said lever being further operable to release 
said latch bolt and permit projection of the latter 
by said spring so as to register the reduced por 
tion of said latch bolt with the adjacent end of 
the locking bolt and to thereby permit rearward 
movement of the locking bolt and pulling of the 
trigger. 

2. In a firearm having a trigger and a breech 
housing provided with a trigger plate, a trans 
verse assembly boit extending across the breech 
housing rearwardly of and above the trigger, said 
assembly bolt having an axial socket open at One 
end of the bolt and at one side of the breech 
housing, a latch bolt slidable in said Socket and 
having a tapered outer end, said latch bolt fur 
ther having a relatively large portion and a 
smaller reduced portion, a spring normally acting 
to project said latch bolt, a trigger locking bolt 
slidable through the trigger plate and having 
one end arranged behind the trigger and the 
other end registered with the latch bolt, and a 
lever pivoted on a side of the breech housing 
and operable to retract the latch bolt in position 
to present the larger portion of the latter to the 
adjacent end of the locking bolt for holding said 
locking bolt in forwardly moved position engaged 
behind the trigger to prevent pulling of the lat 
ter, said lever being further operable to release 
said latch bolt and permit projection of the lat 
ter by said spring so as to register the reduced 
portion of said latch bolt with the adjacent end 
of the locking bolt and to thereby permit rear 
Ward movement of the locking bolt and pulling 
of the trigger, said lever having relatively small 
shallow and relatively large deep recesses in the 
inner face thereof for selective reception of the 
tapered end of the latch bolt and constituting 
the means for causing retraction or permitting 
projection of said latch bolt. 

3. In a firearm having a trigger and a breech 
housing provided with a trigger plate, a trans 
verse assembly bolt extending across the breech 
housing rearwardly of and above the trigger, said 
assembly bolt having an axial Socket open at One 
end of the bolt and at One side of the breech 
housing, a latch bolt slidable in Said socket and 
having a tapered outer end, Said latch bolt fur 
ther having a relatively large portion and a 
Smaller reduced portion, a spring normally acting 
to project Said latch bolt, a trigger locking bolt 
slidable through the trigger plate and having 
one end arranged behind the trigger and the other 
end registered with the latch bolt, and a lever 
pivoted on a side of the breech housing and oper 
able to retract the latch bolt in position to pre 
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sent the larger portion of the latter to the adja 
cent end of the locking bolt for holding said lock 
ing bolt in forwardly moved position engaged 
behind the trigger to prevent pulling of the lat 
ter, said lever being further operable to release 
said latch bolt and permit projection of the latter 
by said spring so as to register the reduced por 
tion of Said latch bolt with the adjacent end of 
the locking bolt and to thereby permit rearward 
movement of the locking bolt and pulling of the 
trigger, said lever having relatively Small shal 
low and relatively large deep recesses in the inner 
face thereof, for selective reception of the taper 
ed end of the latch bolt and constituting the 
means for Causing retraction or permitting pro 
jection of said latch bolt, said lever having a 
recess in its inner side, and a stop pin carried by 
the breech housing and projecting into said re 
cess to limit Swinging movement of the lever. 

4. In a firearm having a trigger and a breech 
housing provided With a trigger plate, a trans 
Verse assembly bolt extending across the breech 
housing rearwardly of and above the trigger, said 
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assembly bolt having an axial socket open at one 
end of the bolt and at one side of the breech 
housing, a latch bolt slidable in said socket and 
having a tapered outer end, said latch bolt fur 
ther having a relatively large portion and a 
Smaller reduced portion, a Spring normally acting 
to project said latch bolt, a trigger locking bolt 
slidable through the trigger plate and having one 
end arranged behind the trigger and the other 
end registered with the latch bolt, and a lever 
pivoted on a side of the breech housing and oper 
able to retract the latch bolt in position to pre 
sent the larger portion of the latter to the adja 
cent end of the locking bolt for holding said lock 
ing, bolt in forwardly moved position engaged be 
hind the trigger to prevent pulling of the latter, 
said lever being further operable to release said 
latch bolt and permit projection of the latter by 
said Spring so as to register the reduced portion 
of said latch bolt with the adjacent end of the 
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locking bolt and to thereby permit rearward - 
movement of the locking bolt and pulling of the 
trigger, said lever having relatively small shallow 
and relatively large deep receSSes in the inner 
face thereof for selective reception of the tapered 
end of the latch bolt and constituting the means 
for causing retraction or permitting projection of 
Said latch bolt, Said recesses being arranged. So 
that retraction of the latch bolt is effected upon 
rearward movemerit of the upper end of the lever 
and projection of the latch bolt is permitted upon 
forward movement of the upper end of said lever. 

5. In a firearm having a trigger and a breech 
housing provided with a trigger plate, a trans 
verse assembly bolt extending across the breech 
housing rearwardly of and above the trigger, said 
assembly bolt having an axial socket open at one 
end of the bolt and at one side of the breech 
housing, a latch bolt slidable in said socket and 
having a tapered outer end, said latch bolt fur 
ther having a relatively large portion and a 
Smaller reduced portion, a spring normally acting 
to project Said latch bolt, a trigger locking bolt 
slidable through the trigger plate and having 
One end arranged behind the trigger and the other 
end registered with the latch bolt, and a lever 
pivoted on a side of the breech housing and oper 
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3 
able to retract the latch bolt in position to pre 
Sent the larger portion of the latter to the adja 
cent end Of the locking bolt for holding said lock 
ing bolt in forwardly moved position engaged 
behind the trigger to prevent pulling of the latter, 
Said lever being further operable to release said 
latch bolt and permit projection of the latter by 
Said Spring so as to register the reduced portion 
of Said latch bolt with the adjacent end of the 
locking bolt and to thereby permit rearward 
movement of the locking bolt and pulling of the 
trigger, and a thumb piece on the upper end of 
Said lever within convenient reach of the thumb 
of the hand positioned to operate the trigger. 

6. In a firearm having a trigger and a breech 
housing provided with a trigger plate, a trans 
Verse assembly bolt extending across the breech 
housing rearwardly of and above the trigger, 
said assembly bolt having an axial socket open 
at one end of the bolt and at one side of the 
breech housing, a latch bolt slidable in said sock 
et and having a tapered outer end, said latch 
bolt further having a relatively large portion and 
a Smaller reduced portion, a spring normally act 
ing to project said latch bolt, a trigger locking 
bolt slidable through the trigger plate and having 
One end arranged behind the trigger and the 
other end registered with the latch bolt, and a 
lever pivoted on a side of the breech housing and 
Operable to retract the latch bolt in position to 
present the larger portion of the latter to the ad 
jacent end of the locking bolt for holding said 
locking bolt in forwardly moved position en 
gaged behind the trigger to prevent pulling of 
the latter, said lever being further operable to 
release Said latch bolt and permit projection of 
the latter by said spring so as to register the re 
duced portion of said latch bolt with the adja 
cent end of the locking bolt and to thereby per 
mit rearward movement of the locking bolt and 
pulling of the trigger, said assembly bolt having 
a head provided with a peripheral recess, and a 
pivot bushing for the lever having a head en 
gaged in the recess in the head of the assembly 

to prevent turning and loosening of the lat 
er. 

7. In a firearm having a breech housing pro 
Vided With a trigger plate, and a triggger beneath 
the breech housing, a transversely sliding spring 
projected latching bolt, a lever pivoted on one 
Side of the breech housing upon an axis trans 
Verse to the latter and engageable by said latch 
ing bolt to releasably retain said lever in either a 
forwardly or rearwardly swung position, a locking 
bolt slidable through the trigger plate and hav. 
nS One end disposed behind the trigger and the 
other end registered with the latching bolt, said 
latching bolt having a large portion and a re 
duced portion respectively aligned with the lock 
ing bolt when the latching bolt is retracted and 
When it is projected, so as to respectively prevent 
rearward movement of the locking bolt and pull 
ing of the trigger and to permit such rearward 
movement of the locking bolt and pulling of the 
trigger, said lever having means to release and 
permit the projection and to cause the retraction 
of the latching bolt in the respective positions 
Of the lever, 

RATPH HAROLD BAKER, 


