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To all whom it may concern: v _

Be it known that I, Georee MaRrcUS, 8 citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Brook-
1yn, in the county of Kings and State of New

\ and useful Im-
provements in Key Cases, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relates to key cases and has
for its primary object the provision of a de-
vice of this character wherein the keys may
be contained in a common enclosure and as-
sociated with mechanism whereby upon the
Jesire of the user, a particular key can be
exposed from the enclosure witheut disturb-
ing the normal concealed condition of the
remaining keys.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a case having dispensing means co-
acting with distinguished keys or keys of
respectively different formation and asso-
ciated with a mechanism for presenting any
one of the distinguished keys for use at one
side of the case.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a key case in which a number of keys
may be arranged flatwise therein so that the
case assumes a comparatively compact flat

package that can be conveniently carried in P

the pocket of the user, hand bag or the like.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a device of this character in which keys
may be readily associated with or discon-
nected from the case as the occasion requires.

With the above and other objects in view
which will appear as the nature of the inven-
tion is better understood, the same consists
in the improved construction and novel ar-
rangements of parts which will hereinafter
be fully described and particularly pointed
out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings has been
illustrated, a single and preferred form of
the invention, it being, however, understood
that no limitations are necessarily made to
the precise structural details therein exhib-
ited, but that changes, alterations and modi-
fications within the scope of the claims may
be resorted to when desired.

Figure 1, is a side view of the case.

Figure 2, is an edge view thereof.

Figure 3,is a longitudinal section taken on
line 3—38 of Figure 2.

Figure 4, is a transverse section taken on
line 4—4 of Figure 1.

Figure 5, is a similar
5—5 of Figure 1.

view taken on line

In carrying the invention into practice, 1
provide means for normally concealing a
number of keys and for arranging them flat-
wise in a compact case, wherein mechanism
is provided for exposing any particular key
from one side of the case as the occasion re-
quires. Heretofore, many forms of key
holders had been provided but in each in-
stance, to the best of my knowledge, the
keys are supported -upon a common ring or
supporting device so that they are bunched

together in a manner which renders 1t diffi--

cult to obtain the desired key at the requisite
time. It isa purpose of my invention to dis-
tinguish the Tespective keys with respect to
each other and with respect to identified por-
tiomns of the case so that, the user well know-
ing the key he desires may
instant without confusion of its being mixed
with other keys. \

For the purpose of accomplishing the ob-
ject of my invention use is made of parallel
outer plates
plate 12. These plates are separated by di-
agonal spacers 13, riveted or otherwise se-
cured to the plates at 14, In this manner, I
sub-divide each of the spacers between the
lates 10, 11 and 12, into key compartments
15. Each of these compartments is adapted
to accommodate a single key (K). :

The manipulating ends of the keys are
provided with the customary eyes 16. From
the construction of the plates 10, 11 and 12,
and the manner of associating them with
the aforesaid spacers 13, the eye 16 of the
keys at each end of the case may be brought
info registration and pivotally accommo-
dated between said plates by means of a

‘serew 17 having a manipulating end 18, ex-

posed from one side of the case and pro-
vided with a threaded shank 19, engageable
in a fixed nut 20, at the opposite side of the
case. The plates 10, 11 and 12 are rela-
tively springy and incident thereto, friction
is set up
and the
stood upon reference to
drawing. Also on reference to this figure
of the drawing it will be observed that the

late 12 is provided with an upstruck pro-
jection 21, adapted to directly engage in
the eye 16 'of the adjacent key. The eye 16
of the key of the adjoining compartment of
the case is directly accommodated by the
flange 22 on the nut 20, This arrangement

sides of the keys as will be under-

is the same at each end of the case and as

obtain it. at an-

Figure 5, of the
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stated, the screw 17 acts as a bearing sup-

port for two keys. The ends of the plates

10, 11, and 12 are rounded as at 23 in Fig-

ures 1 and 8. The purpose of this construe-

tion is to permit the case to be carried in the
ocket or in a hand bag without causing un-
ue damage.

The spacers 13 hereinbefore referred to
each consist of mating sections 24 and 25,
spaced apart at their inner ends to slidably
accommodate therebetween a key lIl)rojecting
mechanism 26. One of these mec anisms is
provided for each set of two ke s and as
shown such mechanism consists o, a sliding
head 27 having a pin 28 working in a lon-
gitudinal slot 29 in the adjacent outer plate
of the case, Exteriorly of the outer plate
of the case, the pin is provided with a ma-
nipulating button 30 which may be moved
In either direction or toward etther of the
open sides of the case.

The case herein illustrated accommodates
four keys, two arranged at each end ag pre-
viously described. Adjacent to the pivot
screws 17, the case is provided with numbers
31 or other distinguishing marks whereby
the respective keys can be distinguished
from each other.” The numbers 1 and 9
shown in Figure 1 of the drawing co-act
with the keys shown in Figure 8. Tt is as-
sumed that the user desires key number 1.
By manipulating the thumb piece 30 so as
to move it upward, the head 27 will engage
against the shank of the key so as to slightly
expose it from one side of the case, When
this is accomplished, the key can be turned
to the dotted line position shown to the left
in Figure 8. If key number 2, is desired,
the head 27 will be moved downward. This
actuates the adjacent key in a manner agree-
ing with the aforesaid operation of key
number 1. The same operation is common
to the relative keys and it will be under-
stood that through the means employed here-
in, all of the keys are normally concealed
and arranged within the case and are dis-
tinguished from one another by means upon
the outside of the case so that, any particular

Akey desired can be ex
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osed for use with ut-
most convenience. The projections 21 and
22 shown in Figure 5 Operate to associate the
keys with the walls 10, 11 and 12 so that in
arranging the keys in the case, the pre-
viously positioned keys will not be deranged
or accidentally separated from the case.

The case may be covered with any suit-
able well known materia] such as leather,
which will give ornamentation to the device
and make it attractive,

While I have described what I deem to be
the most desirable embodiment of my in-
vention, it is obvious that many of the de-
tails may be varied without in any way de-
parting from the spirit of my invention,
and I therefore do not limit myself to the
exact details of construction herein set forth
Dor to anything less than the whole of my
invention, limited only by the appended
claims,

What I claim is:—

1. A device of the class described com-
prising a case open at its sides and ends, re-
movable means for Ppivotally supporting
keys in said case, and means for singly mov-
ing the-keys and for exposing same from the
case.

2. A device of the class described com-
prising a case open at its sides and ends,
means for pivotally supporting keys in said
case, means for singly moving the keys and
for exposing same from the case, said means
including a device freely engageable with
said keys; and key distinguishing indicia
upon the case.

3. A device of the class described compris-
ing a case having separable sections defining
compartments, means for movably support-
ing keys in said compartments and for hold-
ing said sections together, said compart-
ments serving to normaily conceal the keys,
and means for actuating the key in either of
said compartments to expose same from the

‘exterior of the case.

In testimony

whereof T have affixed my
signature,

GEORGE MARCUS,
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