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1 A

This invention relates to rosaries used by mem-~
bers of the Catholic faith: in saying or counting
prayers of the rosary. Such rosaries are usually
in the form of a string of beads which msy be
worn or carried by the user. Rosaries of this
type, however, are not always at hand when
wanted and under certain conditions are not par-
ticularly cenvenient to handle. Furthermore, the
string sometimes breaks, resulting in. scattering
and poessible loss of some or all of the heads.

We have therefore devised a rosary in which
beads or bead-like members are permanently or
fixedly arranged on a frame of rod formation
comprising sections which are hingedly or Hexi-
bly connected so that it may be folded to con-
venient size for carrying in a man’s pocket or a
lady’s handbag, and which may, if desired, be
placed in a small case for protection and for
retaining it.in the collapsed condition.

The prineipal object of the invention is to pro-
vide a compact, rugged and convenient perma-
nent rosary of this character which may be car-
ried on the person at all times, the same as a
man’s watch or pocket knife or a lady’s compact.

A further objeet is the provision of sueh an
article in which the beads or bead-like members
are conveniently arranged in such sequence and
relative positions as to faeilitate the counting
and recitation of the customary components of
the rosary prayer.

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will appear from the following description, taken
in connection with the accompanying drawing,
in which:

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the device showing the
parts in unfolded or extended position ready for
use;

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the device
in its collapsed condition with sections thereof
folded upon each other, taken from the left side
of Fig. 1,

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the collapsed rosary,
taken from above Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is an end elevational view, taken from
the left in Fig. 3; and

Fig. 5 is a sectional view of one of the con-
necting links, taken on the section line 5—58 in
Fig. 4 and showing one of the bead-like pro-
tuberances which, in this embodiment, are illus-
trated as being cast integrally with the link.

As thus illustrated the device comprises a plu-
rality of oblong sections in the form of continu-
ous or closed loops identified by the reference nu-
merals {1, 12 and 13. Said loops are pivotally
connected together and suitably spaced by means
of links 13’ which have end bearing portions 14
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lToosely mounted on adjacent reaches of the loops
which they conneet. 'The loops, as well as the
links, are made of rods which are of rigid eon-
struction and the loops are adapted to fold upen
themselves, as shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 4 of the
drawings when it is desired to arrange the de-
vice in collapsed condition for cenvenient earry-
ing. When in such condition the deviee may be
inserted im a pocket case if desired to protect
the same and to retain it in compact form.

On the rods of the several sections of the de-
vice, as well as on certain of the links 3, bead-
like protuberances. t5 are formed either by being
cast integrally with such rods and links (as
shawn) eor by being permanently attached
thereto.

The beads on the right hand leg or reach {6 of
the loop #1 are five in number and are arranged
with the end beads spaced substantially from a
series of three in the center. This is to con-
form with the preliminary expressiens ef the
prayer, as will be understoed by those familiar
with the use of rosaries.

The left hand Teg IT of said loop I has ten
beads #5 thereon, as do each of the legs I8 of
the loops 12 and 3, these series or sequences of
beads conforming to the Ave Maria decades of
the prayer, which of course may be repeated by
going over the device as many times as required.

On one of the links F3" between the loops I

' and (2 there is a single bead {5, as there is on

one of the links between the loops #2 and {3.
Likewise a single bead is formed in one of the
end reaches 19 of each of the loops 12 and I3
so that provision is made for the expressions at
the beginning and ending of each of the decade
sequences.

A cross 21 is, or may be, incorporated in the
leg 6 of the loop i1 for purposes of ornamenta-
tion and appropriate religious significance.

When the device is in the collapsed condition
jllustrated in Figs. 2, 3 and 4 the loops or sec-
tions 11, 12 and I3 of the device overlie each
other with the loop i3’ at the bottom and the
interconnecting links 13 assume an angular po-
sition as shown in Fig. 4. The beads 15 on the
rods which overlie each other are preferably ar-
ranged in staggered relationship, as indicated in
Fig. 2, to facilitate the nesting of the sections
into one another, thus making the device more
compact and stable when in the collapsed con-
dition. As previously noted, the folded or col-
lapsed device may be inserted in a case and it will
be evident that the construction provided by
the invention will be of great utility and con-
venient to those desiring to carry with them
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at all times a rosary which is of bermanent and
rugged structure and which is not subject to
breakage or to the other handicaps of strings of

beads which have customarily been used as .

rosaries in the past.

The foregoing detailed description has been
given for clearness of understanding only, and
no unnecessary limitations should be understood
therefrom, but the appended claims should be
construed as broadly as permissible in view of
the prior art.

We claim:

1. A permanent rosary device comprising a col-
lapsible frame including a plurality of sections
and interconnecting links pivoted thereon, said
:sections and certain of said links ‘being made of
rods having fixed protuberances thereon in the
form of beads, said beads being arranged in se-
quences with at least one decade sequence in each
section and with a terminal bead between each
decade sequence of the device and the one next
to it for setting off one from another, for the reci~
tation of the prayers of the rosary.

2. A permanent rosary device comprising a col-
lapsible frame ineluding a plurality of hingedly
connected sections of continuous loop formation
made of rods having fixed protuberances thereon
in the form of beads, said beads being arrange
in sequences with at least one decade sequence in
each section and with a terminal bead ketween
each decade sequence of the device and the one
next to it for setting off one from another, for
the recitation of the prayers of the rosary.

3. A permanent rosary device comprising a col-
lapsible frame including a plurality of sections of
continuous Icop formation and interconnecting
links pivotally connecting said sections together
in spaced relationship, said sections being ar-
rangeable one upon the other when the device is
in collapsed condition and being made of rods
having fixed protuberances thereon in the form of
beads, said beads being arranged in sequences
with at least one decade sequence in each section
and with a terminal bead between each decade
sequence of the device and the one next to it for
setting off one from another, for the recitation of
the prayers of the rosary.

4. A permanent rosary device comprising a col~
lapsible frame including a plurality of hingedly
connected sections made of rods having fixed
protuberances thereon in the form of beads, said
sections being arrangeable one upon the other
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when the device is in collapsed condition, with
the beads of adjacent sections arranged in stag-
gered relationship and with said rods spaced
apart by a distance less than the diameter of one
of the beads so that the beads on one rod may
enter between two spaced beads on an adjacent
rod to permit nesting of the sections in compact
form, the beads of the first section in the order of
unfolding of the collapsed device including a pre-
liminary sequence corresponding to the custom-
ary opening utterances of the brayer, and the
remaining beads of the device being arranged in
decade sequences, with terminal bead between
each decade sequence of the device and the one
next to it for setting off one from another, to
facilitate the recitation of the brayers of the ro~
sary.

5. A permanent rosary device comprising a col-
lapsible frame including 3 plurality of hingedly
connected sections made of rods having fixed
protuberances thereon in the form of beads, said
sections being arrangeable one upon the other
when the device is in collapsed condition, with
the beads of adjacent sections arranged in stag-
gered relationship and with said rods spaced
apart by a distance less than the diameter of one
of the beads so that the beads on one rod may
enter between two spaced beads on the adjacent
rod to permit nesting of the sections in compact
form, the beads of the first section in the order of
unfolding of the collapsed device including a pre-
liminary sequence corresponding to the custom-
ary opening utterances of the brayer, and the re-
maining beads of the device being arranged in
decade sequences.

JAMES J. CUMMINGS.
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