
July 15, 1924. 1,501,829 
H. E. wRIGHT 
METAL CONTAINER 

Filed Sept. 11, 1923 

772-e72Ma// 

fea:7é. 24.4- 
242.5%-4-42 

  



Patented July 15, 1924. 

UNITED STATES 
1,501,829 

PATENT OFFICE. 
HERBERT E. WRIGHT, OF MELROSE, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR TO WRIGHT-ZIEGLER 

COMPANY, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, A CORPORATION OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

METAL CONANER. 

Application filed September 11, 1923. Serial No. 662,054. 

To all thom, it may concern; 
Be it known that I, HERBERT E. WRIGHT, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in 
Melrose, in the county of Middlesex and 

5 State of Massachuetts, have invented an Im 
provement in Metal Containers, of which 
the following description, in connection 
with the accompanying drawings, is a speci 
fication, like characters on the drawings rep 

10 resenting like parts. 
This invention relates to a milk can or 

like metal container of the type having an 
open mouth adapted to be closed by a re 
movable closure member, and has for an ob 

l5 ject to provide a novel and improved con 
struction of such a container in which the 
mouth portion is reinforced to prevent it 
from being distorted during the use of the 
container by the rough handling which such 

20 containers are usually subjected to, to the 
end that the closure member may at all 
times properly fit into and seal the mouth 
of the container. 
To this end, the mouth of the container is 

25 provided with an external reinforcing mem 
ber, comprising preferably a metal band of 
substantial thickness and rigidity soldered 
or otherwise secured to the exterior of the 
mouth portion of the container to render the 

30 mouth sufficiently stiff to resist rough han 
dling. The container may and preferably 
will comprise a sheet metal milk can of 
the type provided with a lip or bead sur 
rounding the top of the mouth portion 
thereof, and with an internal shoulder with 
in the mouth forming a seat for the usual 
paper or cardboard disk for sealing the 
mouth of the can, and the reinforcing mem 
ber is preferably arranged to surround the 

40 

the lip or bead and is soldered or otherwise 
secured to the body of the container and 
to the lip or bead. 
These and other features of the inven 

tion will be hereinafter described and par 
ticularly pointed out in the claims at the 
end of this specification. 
In the drawing illustrating the preferred 

embodiment of the invention, Fig. 1 repre 
sents in perspective a sufficient portion of a 
milk can to enable the invention to be un 
derstood, and Fig. 2 a vertical sectional 
FE of the mouth of the can illustrated in 
ig. 1. 
Referring to the drawing, 10 represents a 
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mouth of the container immediately below 

portion of a sheet metal milk can or like con 
tainer having an open mouth 12, and pro 
vided with the usual lip or bead 14 and 
shoulder 15 within the mouth of the can 
forming a seat for the paper or cardboard 
disk 16 at present used in sealing the can. 
In order to prevent distortion of the shape 
of the mouth of the can, when the latter is Subjected to rough handling, provision is 
made for reinforcing the mouth of the can, 
and for this purpose a metal reinforcing 
member 20 comprising preferably a metal 
band of substantial thickness and rigidity 
is soldered or otherwise secured to the neck 
portion 23 of the can in proximity to the 
mouth thereof. As herein shown the metal 
band 20 is substantially tapering in form 
With its end of smaller diameter soldered 
to the neck portion 23 of the can and with 
its end of larger diameter located under the 
lip or bead 14 and soldered or otherwise 
Secured thereto. The metal band 20, beinglo 
cated in proximity to the mouth of the can 
and secured to the lip or bead and to the 
neck, acts as a strut or support for the lip 
or bead to take the blows upon the lip or 
bead 14 of the can and transmit them to 
the neck portion 23, thus reducing to a mini 
mum the liability of distortion or denting 
of the mouth, and particularly of the shoul 
der 15 from their original shape and there 
by maintaining the can in condition to be 
Sealed by the closure member notwithstand 
ing severe usage. With the construction 
of milk cans at present used the unreinforced 
lips or beads and shoulders soon become 
dented and so distorted in shape as to pre 
vent proper sealing of the can by the paper 
or cardboard disks. - 
While the invention has been illustrated 95 

as embodied in a milk can in which paper 
or cardboard disks are used for closing the 
mouth of the can, it is to be understood that 
the invention may be embodied in containers 
wherein the mouth is closed by other forms 100 
of closure members. One embodiment of the 
invention is herein shown, but it is not de 
sired to limit the invention to the particular 
construction shown: 
Having thus described the invention, what 105 

is claimed is:- 
1. A metal container having a mouth 

adapted to be sealed by a closure member 
therefor and provided with an outwardly 
extended lip or bead and a reinforcing mem. 110 
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ber upon the exterior of the container below 
and in proximity to said lip or bead. 

2. A metal container having a mouth pro 
vided with a lip or bead and with a shoul 
der within the mouth forming a seat for 
a closure member for sealing the container, 
and having a reinforcing member Secured 
upon the exterior of the mouth portion of 
the container below and in proximity to 

in the lip or bead to support the latter. 
3. A metal container having a mouth pro 

vided with a lip or bead and a shoulder 
within the mouth forming a seat for a clo 
sure member for sealing the container and 

I5 having a metal band of substantial thick 
ness and rigidity surrounding the mouth of 
the container and in proximity to said lip 
and Secured to the lip and to the exterior 
of the mouth of the container. 

4. A metal container having a neck por 
tion provided with a mouth. adapted to be 
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sealed by a closure member therefor and 
having an outwardly extended lip or bead 
and provided with a reinforcing metal band 
of substantial thickness and rigidity se 
cured to and extended around the exterior 
of Said neck below and in proximity to the 
said lip or bead. 

5. A metal container having a neck por 
tion, provided with a mouth having a lip 
or bead and a shoulder within the mouth 
forming a seat for a closure member for 
sealing the container, and having a rein 
forcing member for said lip or bead Secured 
at its lower end to said ineck portion and 
inclined upwardly away from said neck por 
tion, and secured at its upper end to said 
lip or bead. 

In testimony whereof, I have signed my 
name to this specification. 

HERBERT E. WRGIT. 
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