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or fired. When thus locked the key may be withdrawn 
and the hammer can only be released by reinserting the 
key and turning it counterclockwise to disengage the 
worm from the guide stem. It will be observed that the location of the slots in 
the worm and the intervening web 21 prewent a knife 
blade or the like implement inserted through the slot 24 
from rotating the worm and the slot 24 is preferably 
made so narrow that a conventional screw driver or 
spanner wrench cannot be inserted. Moreover, the lock 
ing and unlocking of the hammer requires but a few 
seconds which means that a loaded revolver may be 
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kept handy for emergency use with little or no danger 
of it being used by an unauthorized person oracciden 
tally discharged. 

In Figs. 5 to 7 I have shown the invention applied to 
a single barrel shotgun having a frame 35 formed with 
a central chamber 36 in which the operating parts are 
disposed and since such parts are more or less conven 
tional only those directly related to my locking device 
areshown. The frame 35 carries a pin 37 which piwot 
ally supports a hammer 38 having its under parts notched 
to provide the cocked and safety rebound positions. 
Atrigger 40 (Fig. 6) having a holding finger 41 engages 
one of the notched parts to hold the hammer in either 
position, here shown as a safety rebound position, 

| wherein the inner face of the hammeris spaced from the 
i firing pin 42. A torsion type spring 44 is carried by the 
pivot pin 45 and one end of this springacts on the under 
face of the hammer and its other end acts against an 
abutment 46 on the frame. One of the side walls of the frame 35 is drilled to pro 
vide a circular opening adjacent to the underside of the 
hammer and this opening receives a sleeve 48 which is 
brazed, welded orotherwise Secured within the opening. 
The outer part of this sleeve isenlarged to accommodate 
the cap or key guide 22 which is the same as that of the 
previously described embodiment and as the other parts 
of the lock are substantially identical, the same or simi 
lar reference characters are applied to corresponding 
partS. 

i It will be moted that in this embodiment the conical 
end of the worm. 16a directly engages the under surface 
of the hammer and the same advantages above set forth 
in connection with the previously described embodiments 
are true of this embodiment. In Figs. 8 to 10 the invention is shown applied to a 
semi-automatic rifie of the well-known type which com 
prises a receiver 50 within which is mounted a recip 
rocating bolt 51. which slidably supports the firing pin 52. 
In this type of firearm the action of the bolt controls the 
firing and since the other parts of the firing mechanism 
are well known in the art the following description will 
be directed to the operation of my safety lock on the 
bolt. 
The side part of the rear of the bolt 51. which contacts 

the side of the receiver 50 is recessed as indicated at 54 
and the side of the receiveris provided with a concentric 
opening 55 which receives one end of a sleeve 56, the 
parts being brazed, welded orotherwisee suitably secured. 
The outer part of the sleeve 56 is enlarged to receive the 
cap or key guide 22 which is substantially identical to 
those of the previously described embodiments and as 
the other parts of the lock have been previously de 
scribed a further description in unmecessary. 

Ft will be noted that in this type of firearm the bolt 51 
is normaly retracted, as shown, and hence when the 
locking worm 1.6 is in locking position, as best illustrated 
in Fig. 10, neither the bolt nor the firing pin can be 
moved toward the firing chamber. A complete turn of 
the key in a counterclockwise direction is efective to re 
lease the lockingworm sothat when the triggeris pressed 
the firing of the cartridges take place. 
While I have shown and described several desirable 

embodiments of the invention, it is to be understood that 
this disclosure is for the purpose ofilustration and that 
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4 
various changes and modifications may be made without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as set 
forth in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a firearm having a frame, a hammer supported 

by said frame so asto move to and from cocked position, 
a spring-loaded guide stem within said frame acting on 

i said hammer when in cocked position to urge it to firing 
position, and trigger means carried by said frame for re 
leasably holding said hammer in cocked position, releas 
able locking means carried by said frame comprising a 
threaded locking member including a part movable 
toward and away from the lower end of Said stem, the locking means being engageable with said stem for pre 
venting it from moving to cocked position, the threaded 
memberbeing movable within said frame formoving said, 
part to and from locking position, and key means engage 
able with and disengageable from the outerend portion 
of said threaded member for turning it to and from lock 
ing position. 

2. A. firearmas set forth in claim 1, wherein said part 
is conical shaped and integral with the inner end of said 
threaded member. 

3. A. firearm as set forth in claim 1, wherein the outer 
end of Said threaded member and the end of Said key 
means are formed with complementary interengaging 
partS. 

4. In a firearm having a frame, a firing member sup 
ported by said frame so as to move to and from: cocked 
position, a spring within said frame acting on said firing 
member when in cocked position to urge it to firing posi 
tion, and trigger means carried by said frame for releas 
ably holding said firing member in cocked position, re 
leasable locking means carried by said frame comprising 
a threaded locking member movable toward and away 
from said firing member, the locking means being engage 

| able with said firing memberso asto hold it in a position 
such that it cannot fire, and key means having an inner 
end portion engageable with and disengageable from 
the outer end portion of said threaded member for turn 
ing it to and from locking position, the outer end por 
tion of said threaded member having spaced slots and 
the inner end portion of the key means having spaced 
projections fitting the slots in the threaded locking mem 

i ber. 
5. In a fire'arm having a frame, a firing member sup 

ported by said frame so as to move to and from cocked 
position, a spring within said frame acting on said firing 
member when incocked position to urge it to firing posi 
tion, and trigger means carried by said frame for releas 
ably holding said firing member in cocked position, re 
leasable locking means carried by said frame comprising 
a threaded locking member movable toward and away 
from said firing member, the locking means being engage 
able with said firing member so asto hold it in a posi 
tion such that it cannot fire, and key means having an 
inner end portion engageable with and disengageable 
from the outer end portion of said threaded member for 
turning it to and from locking position, the outer end 
portion of the threaded member having V-shaped slots 
and the inner end portion of the key means leaving 
V-shaped prongs fitting said V-shaped slots. 
6. In a firearm having a frame, a firing member sup 

ported by said frame so as to move to and from: cocked 
position, a spring within said frame acting on said firing 
member when in cocked position to urge it to firing posi 
tion, and trigger means carried by said frame for releas 
ably holding said firing member incocked position, re 
leasable locking means carried by said frame comprising 
a rotatable locking member movable into and out of 
locking engagement with the firing member upon rota 
tion of Said locking member, and key means having an 
inner end portion engageable with and disengageable 
from the outer end of the rotatable locking member, the 
outer end of Said locking member having a plurality of 
spaced recesses and the inner end of the keyhaving com 
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i plementary projecting portions, the outer end of the 
locking member between the recesses being substantially 
fush with the remaining outerend portions to exclude 
from the recesses objectshaving transverse blade portions 
extending substantial?y perpendicular to the axis of rota 
tion of the locking member. * 

7. A. fire'arm as set forth in claim 6, wherein a rotat 
able key guide is disposed adjacent the outer end of the 
rotatable locking member, said, guidehaving an outerend 

| : wall and an aperture therein through which the inner 
end of the key extends to engage the end of the rotatable 
member. 

8. Afire'arm as set forth in claim, 6, wherein the outer 
end portion of the rotatable member is formed with 
V-shaped slots and the inner end of said, key means is 
formed with V-shaped prongs complementary to said, V-shaped slots. 

9. Afirearm asset forth in claim 6, wherein the outer 
end portion of the rotatable member is formed with 
V-shaped slots and the inner end of said, key means is 
formed with V-shaped prongs complementary to said 
V-shaped slots, and a rotatable key guiding means adja 
cent the outerend of the rotatable member, said, guiding 
means having an outer end wall and an aperture therein 
through which the inner end of the key. extends to engage 

| the outerend of the rotatable member. 
i 10. In a fire'arm having a frame, a firing member sup 
ported by said frame so as to move to and from: cocked 

* position, a spring within said frame acting on said firing 
member when in cocked position to urge it to firing 
position, and trigger means carried by said frame for re 
leasably holding said firing member in cocked position, 
releasable locking means carried by said frame compris 
ing a threaded locking member movable toward and away 
from said firing member, the locking means being engage 
able with said firing member so asto hold it in a position 

i such that it cannot fire, and key means having an inner 
end portion engageable with and disengageable from 
the outerend portion of Said threaded member for turn 
ing it to and from locking position, theouterend portion 

i of said locking member having a radially extending slot 
having a bottom oblique to the end of the member, and 
the inner end of the key having an oblique end portion 
to fit the slot in the outer end of the locking member. 

11. In a fire'arm having a frame, firing means includ 
ing a firing member movable within the framewhen the 
gun is fired and a trigger in control of the firing means, 
releasable locking means for positively obstructing move 
ment of the firing means against operative displacement 
when the locking meansis in locking position comprising 
a rotatable threaded locking member within the frame 
and movable toward and away from locking engage 
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ment with the firing means, an aperture in the frame 
coaxially disposed with relation to the outer end portion 
of the locking member, and actuating means for rotat 
ing the locking member into and out of positive locking 
engagement with the firing means comprising a key oper 
ative through the aperture in the frame to engage the 
outer end of the threaded member, said actuating means 
having provision for prewenting operation of the locking 
member from outside the gun by a bladed member haw 
ing a straight blade end perpendicular to the axis of rota 
tion of the locking member. 

12. In a firearm having a frame, a firing member sup 
ported by said frame so as to mowe to and from: cocked 
position, a spring within said frame acting on said firing 
member when incocked position to urge it to firing posi 
tion, and trigger means carried by said frame for releas 
ably holding said firing member in cocked position, re 
leasable locking means for said firing member compris 
ing a threaded locking member carried by the firearm 
frame and movable toward and away from said firing 
member, the locking memberhaving an inner end portion 
engageable with the firing member to lock said firing 
member against firing movement, a key guide disposed 
in rotatable coaxial relation to the threaded locking 
member outwardly of the outer end of said member, a 
key passage through the key guide, and key means in 
sertable through said, passage and engageable with the 
outer end portion of the threaded member for rotating 
said member into and out of locking engagement with 
the firing member. 

13. A. firearm as set forth in claim 12 wherein the 
locking memberhas aconically-shaped inner end portion. 

14. A. fire'arm as set forth in claim 12 wherein the 
locking member has a steep pitch thread so that ap 
proximately a single rotation of the locking member is 
suficient to move the locking member between locking 
and release position. 

15. A. firearm as set forth in claim 12 where the 
threaded engagement of the locking member with the 
firearm frame is provided by a pin disposed in the frame 
generally transverse to the axis of rotation of the locking 

i member and intersecting the thread groove thereof. 
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16. A. firearm as set forth in claim 12 wherein the 
rotatable key guide is rotatably positioned in the firearm 
frameby a pin disposed in the frame generally transverse 
to the axis of rotation of the key guide and intersecting 
a peripheral groove surrounding said guide. 
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